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Sing convinc'd that no- 


thing has gone farther 


ii Debauching the Age 


| than the Stage Poets, and 
Play-Houle, j au [ could 
not en "ply my time better than 

in writing againſt them, Theſe 
Alen ſure, take Vertye and 
Regularity, for great Ene- 
ies, Why elſe & their Dilaf- 
tection ſo very Remarkable £. 
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It muſt be ſaid, They have 
made their Attack with great 
Courage, ad gain'd no incon- 
 federable Advantage. But it 
ſerms wadneſs without A- 
theiſm, # but half their Buſi- 
neſs. Conſcience might poſ- 
ſibly recover, and Revenge be 
thought on-; and therefere like 
Foot-Pads, they muſt not only 
Rob, but Murther. To do 
them right their Meaſures are 
Politickly taken : To make 
ſure work on't, there's nothing 
like Deſtroying of Princt- 
ples.; Practiſe »iwuft follow 


of Courſe, For to have no 
good Principles, © to have no 
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| Reaſon toi be Good.\' Ao 
| *t48.n0t tobe expefted thit peo- 
| ple ſhould check their 'Appes 
| kites, and balk their Satisfacti- 
ons, they do's know why, 

If Virtue has:no Profpedt, "tir 
| not worth the owninps Who? 
| would-be troubled with'Con-' 
| ſcience if "ts only a Bugbear, 
| and bas nothing in't bat Niſt- 


; en, and the Spleen f\ + 


| ..\My Collection: from the 
| Engliſh Stage; # much ſhort of 
| what They are able to fur- 
 niſh, An Inventory of their 
| Ware-Houle would: bave been” 
| a large Work: But" being 

T0 8 afraid 
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and lover? for CREE TONBL 
What more Phat, "Wh «Mins 
Wore” Proper.” Þ doi" 
900 Th 44 any? Aire) 
Civility.. \4s Gov ahd El 
ate different! in \Thewifelves! 
JÞ «they 015##t0) dFdfereiltly - 
Martk'd Fs contvuntd hi 

in Speech if the WaſHicoft 
found them in Practiſe. 11 
Qualicie$0 dwg hb 140 bats . 1ll 
Naines, to prevent their being 


Catching, Indeed Things 


oct. meaſure Go- 
vern'd by Words : To Guild 


over 4 foul Character, ſerves 
only to perplex the Idea, to en- 
A 5 courage 


Lye Preface. | 
Faf Ab Bad,” and miſlead 
the Unwary. Uo treat Ho- | 
nour, 4nd lnfamy- alike, us - | 
vn \ injury to Virtue, and @ | 
fort. of | Leyelling #n Moral- 
ity. 1 confeſs,' I have no | 
Ceremony for Debauchery, 
$197-(:hrompliment Vice, if | 
but, one, Remove from wor- *' 
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INTRODUCTION. 


"H E buſineſs of Plays is to reco- 
mendVirtue, and diſcountenance 

| Vice; [To ſhew the Uncertain- 

of Humane Greatneſs, the 

ſuddain Turns of Fate, and the Unhap- 
2 Concluſions of Violence and Injuftice : 


is to expoſe the Singularities of Pride 
and Fancy, to make Folly and Falſe- 


hood contemptible, and to bring every 


Thing that 1s Ill Under Infamy, and 
Negleft. This Deſign has been oddly 
purſued os the Engliſh Stage. Our Poets 
write with a different "View, and are 
g0ne into an other Intergft. *Tis true, 


were their Intentions fair, they mah 


be Serviceable to this Purpoſe. 


have in a great meaſure the Springs 
of Thought and Inclination in their Pos 
wer. Show, Maſick, Aion, and Rhe- 
torick, are moving, Entertainments ; and 
ly employ'd would be very fipnifis 

61-4 B cant: 


right 


2 he Jntroduction: 


cant, But Force and Motion are Things 
indifterent, and the VUle hes chiefly 1n 
the Application. Theſc Advantages are 
now, 12 the Enemies Hand, and un- 
der a very * dangerous Management. 
Like Cannon ſeized they are point- 


ed the wrong way, and by the 


Strength of the . Detence the Miſchief 
is made thegreater.” Thatthis Complaint 
15 not unreaſonable 1 ſhall +endeavour 
to prove by ſhewins the Misbehaviour 
of the Stage with reſpect to MAorali- 
ty, and Religion. T heir Libertzes. in the 
Following Particulars are intolerable. 
wis. Their Smuttineſs of Expreſſion ; 
Their COR Profainneſs, and Eve 
oo Scripture ; Their Abu 
the Clergy ; Their making their # 
Charatters Libertines, and giving them 


Succeſs in heir Debauchery. This 


Char e, with ſome other Irregularities, 

ſhall make good againſt the Srzage, and 
Face both the Novelty and Scandal of 
the Practiſe. And firſt,' I ſhall begin 
, with the Rankreſs, and Indetency + of 


© heir Language, 


CHAP. 
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The Immodeſly of the Stage, . 

T: treating *fhis Head, I hope the 
c 


Reader does not expect that I ſhould 

t down Chapter and Page, and -give 
him the Citations at Length. To do 
this would be a-very unacceptable and 
Foreign Employment. Indeed the Paſ- 
ſages, many of them, are in no Condi- 


tion to be handled : He that 1s deſirous ._. 


to {ee theſe Flowers ler him do it 1n their 
own Sotl: *Tis my bulineſs rather to 
kill . the Root than (Tranſplant it; Bur 
that the Poets may not complain of In- 
juſtice ; I ſhall point to the InfeCtion at a 
Diſtance, and refer in General to Play 

and Perſon. | Wh 
Now. among the Curioſities of this 
kind we may reckon Mfs. Pinchwife,, 
Horner, and Lady Fraget 1n the Country 
Wife ; Widdow Blackacre and Ulivia in 
the Plain Dealer, Theſe, tho* not all 
the exceptionable Charaters, are the moſt 
remarkable. Pm, forry the Author ſhould” 
ſtoop his Wit thus Low, and ule his Un- 
derſtanding ſo unkindly. - Some People 
B 2 aps 
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appear Coarſe, and Slovenly our of Po- 
verty: They can't well go to the Charge 
of Senſe. They are Offenſive like Beggars 
for want of Neceflaries. But this is 
none of the Plain Dealer's caſe; He can 
afford his Muſe a | better Dreſs when he 
pleaſes. But then the Rule is; where 
the Motive is the leſs, the Fault is the 
orcater. To proceed. Jacinta, Elvira, 
Dalizda, and Lady Plyant, in the' Mock 
Aſtrologer, Spaniſh Friar, Love Trium- 
phant and Double Dealer, forget them- 
ſelves cxtreamly : And almoſt all the 
Charafers in the Old Batcheloar, re foul 
and nauſeous. Love for Love, and the 
Relapſe, itrike ſometumes upon this Sazd, 
and fo likewiſe does Don Sebaſtian, 

I don't pretend to have read the Stage 
Through, neither am I Particular to m 
Utmoſt. Here is quoting, enough rr 
twere better : Befides, I may have 
occaſion to mention ſomewhat of this 
kind afterwards. But trom what has 


been hinted already, the Reader may be. 


over furniſh'd. Here 1s a large ColleQi- 
on of Debauchery ; ſuch Pzeces are rarely 
to be met with : *Tis Sometimes pain- 


* red at Length too, and appears in great 


Variety of Progreſs and Practiſe. It 
wears almoſt all ſorts of Dreſſes to 


_engage the Fancy, and faſten upon the 


Me- 


; 


| 


Of the Stage; - 5s 


Memory, and keep up the Charm from 


Languiſhing, Sometimes you have it 1n 
Tmage and Deſcription ; ſometimes by 
way of Alluſion ; ſometimes in Diſguile ; 
le” ſometimes-wmthout it. And what 
can be the Meaning of ſuch a Repre- 
ſentation, unleſs if to Tinfture the 
Audience, to extinguiſh Shame, and 
make Lewdneſs a Diverſion. ?- This is 
the natural Conſequence, and therefore 
one would think *twas/the Intention too. 
Such Licentious Þ1lcourle tends to no 
point but to ſtain the Imagination, to 
awaken Folly, and to weaken tie De- 
fences of Virtue: It was upon the ac- 
count of theſe Diſorders that Plato ba- 
niſh'd Poets his Common Wealth: And 
onie of the Fathers calls Poetry, Vinum 
Demonum an intoxicating Draught, made 
up by the Devils D#ſpenſatory. 

I grant the Abuſe of a Thing 1s no 
Argument againit the uſe of it, How- 
ever Young people particularly, ſhould 
not entertain themſelves with a Lewd 


Picture; eſpecially when tis drawn by 


a Maſterly Hand. For ſuch a Libert 

may probably raiſe thoſe Paſſions which 
can neither be diſcharged without Trou- 
ble, nor fatisfyed without ' a Crime : 
is! not ſafe for a Man to truſt his 
Virtue too far, for fear it ſhould give 
B 3 him 
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him the flip! But the danger of ſuch 
an Entertainment 1s but part of the 
Objection : *Tis all Scandal and meanneſs 
into the bargain : it ' does41n effect de- 
grade Human Nature, ſinks Reaſon 
into. Appetite, and breaks down the 
Dill-attions between* Man and Beaſt. 

Goats and Monkeys if they could ſpeak, 
would expreſs their Brutality in fuch Lan- 
guage as This. 

To argue the Matter more at large. 

Smuttineſs is a Fault in Behaviour as 
well as in Religion. 'Tis a very Coarſe 


Diverſion, the Entertainment "of rhoſe 


who are generally leaſt both in Senle, 


and Station. "The looſer part of the 


Mob, have no true reliſh of Decency 
and Honour, and want Education, and 
T hought, to furniſh out 2 gentile' Con- 
verſation. Barrenneſs of Fancy makes 
them often take up with thoſe Scanda- 
lous Liberties. A Vitious Imagination 
may blot a pot deal of Paper at this 
rate with eaſe enough: And ?tis poſſible 
Convenience may ſometimes invite to 
the Expedient. The Modern Poets ſeem 
to ule .y-zut as the Old Ones did Machrnes, 
to relieve a fainting Invention, When 
Pegaſus 1s jaded, and would ſtand ſtill, 
he 1s apt like other Tit /ts, to run into E- 
very Puddle, 


Ob- 
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Obſcenity in any Company is a ru- 
ſtick . uncreditable Talent ; but among 
Women *tis particularly.rude. Such Talk 
would be very affrontive in Converſa- 
tion, and not endur'd by any Lady of 
Reputation, Whence then. comes it to 
Paſs that thoſe Liberties whicli diſoblige 
ſo -much' in Converſation, ſhould enter- 
tain upon . the Srage, Do the Women 
leave all the regards to Decency and 
Conſcience behind them when they come 
to the Play-Houſe ? Or does the Place 
transform their Inclinations, and tura their 
former Averſions into Pleaſure ? Or were 
Their pretences to Sobriety elſewhere 


nothing but Hypocriſy and Grimace ? 


Such Suppolitions as theſe are all Satyr 
and Invective: They are rude Imputa- 
tions upon the whole Sex. To treat the 
Ladys with ſuch {tuft 1s no better than 
taking their Money to abuſe them. Ir - 
ſuppoſes their Imagination vitious, and 
their Memories ill turniſh'd : That they 
arepractifed in the Language of the Stews, 
and pleas'd with the Scenes of Brutiſh- 
neſs. When at the ſame time the Cu- 
{toms of Education, and the Laws of 
Decency, are 1o- very cautious, and re- 
{erv'd 1n regard to Women : I fay fo 
very reſery'd, that 'tis almoſt a Fault for 
them to Underſtand they are ill Uſed. 
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They can't diſcover their Diſguſt without 
diſadvantage, nor Bluſh without difſer- 
vice to their Modeſty. To appear with 
any $kill in ſuch Cant, looks as if they 
had fallen upon ill Converſatgon ; or 
Managed their Curioſity amiſs. In a word, 
He'that treats the Ladys with fuch Dil- 
courſe, muſt conclude either that they 
like it, or they do not. To ſuppoſe the 
firſt, is a groſs Reflection upon their 
Virtue. And as for the latter cafe, it 
entertains them with their own Aver- 
fion ; which 1s ill Nature, and ill Man- 
ners enough in all Conſcience. And in 
this Particular, Cuſtom and Conſcience, 
the Forms of Breeding, and the Maxims 
of Religion are on the ſame fide. In 
other Inſtances Vice 1s often too faſhi- 
onable ; But here a Man can't be a Sin- 
ner, without being a Clown. 

In this reſpeCt the ' Stage is faulty to 
a Scandalous degree of Nauſeouſneſs and 
Aggravation. For 


1/t, The Poets make Wemen ſpeak 


Smuttily. Of "This the Places before 
mention*d are ſufhcient Evidence : And 
if there was occaſion they might be Mul- 


 tiplyed to a much greater- Number : 


Indeed the Comedies are ſeldom clear of 
rheſe Blemiſhes: And ſometimes you 
have them in Tragedy, ' For Inſtance. 


The": | 
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The Orphans Monimia makes a very ims+ 
proper Deſcription ; And the Royal Le- 
onora in the Spaniſh Friar, runs a itrange 
Length in the Hiſtory of Love p. 50. 
And, d& Princeſles uſe to make their Re- 
ports with fuch fulſom Freedoms ? Cer- 
tainly this Leozora was the firit Queen 
of her Family. Such raptures are ' too 
Laſcivious for Joan of Naples. Are theſe 
the Tender Things Mr. Dryaen ſays the 
Ladys call on him for? 1 ſuppoſe he 
means the Ladys that are too Modeſt 
to 'ſhow their Faces in the: Pzt. This 
Entertainment can be fairly defign'd for 
none but ſuch. Indeed it hits their Pa- 
late exattly. It regales their Lewdnels, 
graces their Character, and keeps up 
their Spirits for their Vocation: Now 
to bring Women under ſuch Misbeha- 
Viour 15 Violence to their Native Mo- 
deſty, and a Miſpreſentation of their Sex. 


For Modeſty as Mr. Rapin obſerves, is *fe# 1 , 


the Charatter of Women. 'To repre- 
{ent them withopt this Quality, is to 
make Monſters of them, and throw 
them out of their Kind. Euripides, who 
was no negligent Obſerver of Humane 
Nature, is #lways- careful of this Deco- 
rum. Thus Pheara when poſſeſs'd with 
an infamous * Paſhon, takes all imagina- 
ble pains to conceal it. She 1s as re- 
. gular 
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We - gular and reſerv'd in her Language as 
is the moſt virtuous Matron. *Tis 
_ the! force of Shame and Deſire ; 'The 
Scandal of Satisfying, and the difficulty 
of parting with her Inclinations, dyſor- 
der her to Diſtraction. However, her 
Frenfy 15 not Lewd; She keeps her 
Modeſty even after She has loſt her 
Wits. Had Shakeſpear ſecur'd this point 
Hamlet, for his young Virgin Ophelia, the 
' Play had been better contriv'd. Since 
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a Kitten, he ſhould have fet her a 
{wimming a little ſooner. 'To keep her 
alive only to fully her Reputation, and 

diſcover the Rankneſs of her Breath, was 
very Cruel. But it may be faid- the 
Freedoms of Diſtraction. go for ,nothing, 
a Feavour has no Faults, and a Man 
#on Compos, may kill without Murther. 
It may be ſo: Gut then ſuch People 
ought to be kept in dark Rooms and 
without Company. To ſhew them, or 

| lct them looſe, is ſomewhat unreaſona- 

8 ble. But after all, the Modern Stage 

|  - ſeems to depend upon this Expcdient, 

Women are ſometimes repreſented Sz, 

and ſometimes Mad, to enlarge their Li- 

- , berty, and ſcreen their Impudence from 
ng Xe Cenlure : This Folitick ,Contrivance we 
| Love fr have in Marcella, Hoyden, and Mils Prue. 
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he was reſolv'd to drown the Lady like * | 
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However it amounts to this Confeſſion ; 
that Women when they have their Un- 
derſtandings about them ought to con- 
verſe otherwiſe. In fine; Modeſty is 
the diſtinguiſhing Vertue of that Sex, and 
ſerves both for Ornament -and Defence : 
Modeſty was deſign'd by Providence as 
a Guard ro Virtue; And that it might 
be always at Hand, *tis wrought into 
the Mechaniſm of the Body. *Tis hke- 
wiſe propertion'd to the occaſions of 
Life, and (ſtrongeſt in Youth when Paſſ- 
on is {o too. *Tis a Quality as true to 
Innocence, as the Sences are to. Health; 
whatever is ungrateful to the firſt, 1s pre- 
judicial to the latter, The Enemy no 
ſooner approaches, but the Blood riſes 
in Oppoſition, and looks Defyance to an 
Indecency. It ſupplys the room of 'Rea- 
ſoning, and ColleCtion : Intuitive Know- 
ledge can ſcarcely make a quicker Im- 
prefſion ; An what then can be a 
{urer Guide to the Unexperienced ? It 
teaches by ſ{uddain Inſtinct and Averlion ; 
This is both a ready and a powerful Me- 
thod of Inſtruction. The Tumult of the 
Blood and Spirits, and the Uneaſineſs of 
the Senſation, are of ſingular Uſe. They 
ferve to awaken Realon, . and prevent 
{urprize. Thus the Diſtinctions of Good | 
and Evil are refreſld, and - the Temp- 
tation kept at proper Diſtance. 2ly. 


Mock © 
Aftrologer. 
O14 Batch- 
elow. 
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2ly. They Repreſent their ſingle La- 
dys, and Perſons of Condition, under 
theſe Diſorders of Liberty, This makes 
the Irregularity ſtill more Monſtrous and 
a greater Contradiction to Nature, and 
Probability : Burt rather than not be 
Vitious, they will -venture to | ſpoil a 
Charatter. This miſmanagement we have 
partly ſeen already. Jacinta, and Belinda 
are farther proof. And the Double Dealer 
is particularly remarkable. There are but 
Four Ladys in this Play, and Three of 
the biggeſt of them are Whores. A Great 
Comphment to Quality to tell them there 
1s not above a quarter of them Honelt ! 
This was nqt the Roman Breeding, Te- 
rexce and Plautus his Strumnets were 
Little people ; but of this more hereat- 
tcr, | 
zaly, They have oftentimes not ſo 
much as the poor refuge of a Double 
Meaning to fly to. So that you are un- 
der a neceſſity either of taking Ribal- 


' dry or Nonſence. And when the Sen- 


tence has two Handles, the worſt - is 
generally turn'd to the Audience. The 

atter is {o Contrived that the Smut and 
Scum of the "Thought riſes uppermoſt ; 
And like a Picture drawn to S7zht, looks 
always upon the Company. 


41, And 
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aly. And which is ſtill more extraor- 
dinary: the Prologues, and Foes are Mock 
ſometimes Scandalous to the laſt degree, {foi- 
I ſhall diſcover them for once, and let wife. © 
them®*ſtand ke Rocks in the Margin. Clmener. 
Now here properly ſpeaking. the Aors olga 
quit the Stage, and remove from Fiftion 
into Life. Here they converſe with 
the Boxes, and Pit, and addreſs dire&- 
ly tothe Audience. Theſe Preliminaries 
and . concluding Parts, are defign'd to 
juſtify the ConduCt of the Play, and be- 
ſpeak the Favour of the Company. Up- 
on {ſuch Occaſions one would imagine if * 
ever, the Ladys ſhould be uſed with 
Reſpe&t, and the Meaſures of Decenc 
obſerv'd, But here we have Lewdnels 
without Shame or Example : Here the 
Poet exceeds himſelf. Here are ſuch 
Strains as would turn the Stomach of an 
ordinary Debauchee, and be almoſt nau- 
ſeous in the Stews. * And to make it the 
more agreeable, Women are Commonly 
pick'd out for this Service. Thus the. 
Poet Courts the good opinion of the Au- 
dience. "This is the Deſert he regales 
the Ladys with at the Cloſe of the En- 
tertainment : It ſeems He thinks They 
have admirable Palats! Nothing can be 
a greater Breach of Manners then ſuch 
L Hotties as theſe, If a Man would ftu- 
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dy to outrage Quality and, Vertue, he 
could not do it more Effeftually. But 
5:bly. Smut is ſtill more inſufferable 
with reſpect to Religion. The Heathen 
Religion was in a great Meaſure My- 
ftery of Tniquity.* Lewdneſs was Conle- 
crated in the Temples, as well as prattif- 
cd 1a the. 8/ews, 'I heir Detys were 


great Examples of Vice, and worſhip'd 
with thei: own Inclination. *Its no 


wonder therefore their Poetry {ſhould be 
tinftured with their Belief, and that the 
Stage ſhould borrow ſome of the Liber- 
ties of their 'Theology. This made Mere 
curys Procuring, and Japiters Adultery 
the more paſſable in Amphirrion : Upon 
this Score Gymnaſium 1s leis Monſtrous in 
Praying the Gads to ſend herſtore of Gal- 
lants. And thus Cheraa defends his Ad- 
venture by the Precedent of Jupter and 
Daxae. But the Chriſtian Religion 1s quite 
of an other Complexion. Both . its Pre- 


..cepts, and Authorities, are the” bigheſt 
_diſcouragcment ro Licentiouſnels. It for. 


bids the remoteſt Lendencies © to- Evil, 
Baniſhes the - Follies of Converſation, 
and Obliges up. to Sobricty of 'T hought. 
That whuch might paſs tor Railtery, and 
Entertainment. in Heathemiſm, 1s dete\ta-» 
ble in Chriſtianity. The Reſtraint \of 
the Precept, anc> the Quality of the 

| Deity, 
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1 Deity, and the ExpeQations of Futurity 
quite alter the Caſe. 

But notwithſtanding the- Latitudes of 
| Paganiſm, the Roman and Greek The- 
atres were much more inoffenſive than 
{ ours. . To begin with Plautus, This Co- 
median, tho? the moſt exceptionable, is 
modeſt upon the Comparifoe. For 

1//. He rarely gives any. of the above 
mention'd Liberties to Women ; And 
when thefe- are any Inſtances of rhe 
contrary, 'tis only in proſtituted and Vul- 
gar People ; And even theſe, don't come 
{ upto the Grofineſs of the Moiern Stage: 

For the Furpoſe. Cleerera the Procu- 
ris borders a little upon Rudeneſs : Lea 


— Ciſtellar. 


8 and » Bacchis the Strumpet are Airy Bacchid. 


1 and fomewhat over-merry, © but not 
1 AP Anplois obſcene. Chalirhes in Womans 


| Cloaths is the moſt remarkable, Pa{e- og | 


| compa Charinas his Wench talks too free+ 
ly-to Lyſmachus ; And ſo does Sophro- 


1 clidz/ca Slawe:to Lygpoſelene. Aad laſtly s Perſe, | } 
Phroneſiam a Woman of the Town uſes a 7,,.u. 


| double entendre'to Stratophanes. Theſe. 
are 'the moſt cenſurable Paſſages, and I 
$ think- all of them with relation to Wo- 
men ; which conſidering how the World 
goes 1s very moderate. Several of our 
$3 SingleP/ays {hall far out-do-all This put 
together. And yet P/autus has upon the 
mat- 


Perſa. 


Trinum. 
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matter left us 20 entire Comeazes,” S9 
that in ſhort, theſe Roman Laſfles are 
meer Veſtal Virgins, comparatively ſpeak- 
mg. 

Ns The - Mex who talk intemperate- 
ly are generally Slaves ; I believe Dor- 


dalus the Pandar, and Luſiteles will | 


be found &he only exception: And 
this latter young Gentleman ; _ but 
one over airy expreſſhon : And for this 


Freedom, the Poet ſcems' to make him 


fe - Satisfaction in the reſt of his 
.haraCter. , 'He diſputes very handſom- 
ly by himſelf againſt irregular Love ; 


| The Diſcourſe: between him and Phzlto | 
' 43. 2+ 1,15 inſtructive and well managed. And 


afterwards he gives Lesbonicus a great 


A. 2. 2. deal of ſober advice, and declaims hearti- 


ly againſt Luxury and Lewdneſs ! 
Now by confining his Rudeneſs to lits 
tle People, the Fault is much extenuated, 
For Firſt, the repreſentation is more 
Naturalls this way ; And which is fill 


better, 'tis not ſo likely to paſs into | 


Imitation : Slaves and Clowns are not 


"big enough to ſpread-InfeQtion; and ſer 


up an ill Faſhion. *Tis pofhble the 
Poet might contrive theſe Peſants Of- 
enſive to diſcountenance the Practife. 
Thus the Heilors in Sparta were made 
drunk to keep Intemperance out of 
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Credit. I don't mention this as if I ap- 
prov'd the Expedient, but only to ſhow 
it a circumſtance of Mitigation and 
Excuſe. | 
Farther, Theſe Slaves and Pandars, 
Seldom'\arun over, and play their Gam- 
bols before Women. There are but 


Four Inſtances of this Kind as I remems- _. fin 
ber, Olympio,, Paleſtrio, Dordalus, and mil. Gtr- 
Stratilax are the Perſons. And the Wor ***+ 


men they diſcourſe with, are two of 
them Slaves, and the third a Wench. 
But :with our Dramatiſts, the caſe is 
otherwiſe. With us Smuttiveſs 1s abſo- 
lute and unconfin'd, *Tis under no re- 
ſtraint, of Company, nor has any regard 
to: Quality or Sex. Gentlemen talk it to 
Ladies, and Ladies to Gentlemen with 
all the Freedom, and Frequency imagji- 
nable. This is in .carneſt- to be very 
hearty in the cauſe! To give Title and 
Figure to Ill Mafners 1s the utmoſt that 
can be done. If Lewdneſs will noe 
thrive ' under ſuch encouragement it muſt 
een Miſcarry ! 

4ly. Plautus his Prolopues and Epilogaes 
are inoffenſive. *Tis true, Lambinus pre- 
tends to fetch a double entendre out of 
that to Penulas, but I think there is a 
Strain in the Conſtruftion. His Prologae 
to the Caprivi is "oY the obſerving, 


Fa- - 


18 


The Pmmodeſty 


Fabals huic operam date. 


Pray mind the Play. The next words 
eve the reaſon why it delerves regar- 
ding. 


Non enim pertratlate faita eff 
Neque ſparciaice enſunt verſus [MmMEMOY de 


bites, 


We fee here the Poet confeſſes Smut 
a ſcandalous Entertainment. That ſuch 
Liberties ought to fall under Neglect, 


'to he unmention'd, and be blotted. out of 


Memory. 

And that : this was not a Copy of his 
Countenance we may learngrom his Com- 
poſitions; His beſt Plays are almolt alwaies 
Modeſt and clean Complexion'd. His 
Amphitrio excepting the ungenuine Ad- 
dition is ſuch. His Eprdrcas the Maſter- 
Piece of his whole Collection is inoffenſive 
Throughout : And fo are his Merechmi, 
Rudens, and Trinummas, which may be 
reckon'd among(t ſome of his next Beſt. 
His 1raculentus another fine Play ( tho? 
not entire) with a Heathen Allowance, 
is pretty. Paſſable. To be ſhort : Where 
he is moſt a Poet, he. is generally 
leaſt a Buffoon. And where the Enter- 
tainment 1s Smut, there 1s \rarely any 


other Diſh well arefwd : The Contri- 


Vance 
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vance 1s commonly wretched, the Sence 
lean and full of Quibbles. So that his 
Underſtanding ſeems to have Jett him 
when he began to abule it. 

To conclude, Plautus does not dilate 
upon the Progreſs, Succeſles, and Dif- 
appointments of Love, in the Moders 
way. This -is nice Ground, and there- 
fore He emer ſtands off, or walks grave- 
ly over it, He has ſome regard to the 
Retirements of Modeſty, and the Dignity 
of Humane Nature, and does not ſeem 
to make Lewdneſs his Buſineſs. To give 
an Inſtance. Srlenium is much gone in 
Love, but Modeſt withall, tho? tormer- 
ly debauch'd. 

She is ſorry . her Spark was forced 
from her, and in Danger of being loft. 
But then ſhe keeps within compals and 
never flies out into Indecency. Alceſi- 
marchus 1s ſtrangely ſmitten with this 
S:tlenium, and almoit diſtracted to reco- 


ver her. He is unealy and bluſters, and is. 
threatens, but his Paſſion goes off in © * 


Generals. He Paints no Images of his 
Extravagance, nor deſcends to any nauſe- 
ous particulars. 

And yet after all, Plautus wrote in an 
Age not pertealy refin'd, and often 
{cems to deſign his Plays for a Vulgar 
Capacity. *I was upon this view I ſup- 

C 2 pole 
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poſe hisCharaters exceed Nature,and his ill 
Features are drawn too large: His old 
Men over credulous, Is Miſers Roman- 
tick, and his Coxcombs improbably 
ſingular. And ?tis likely for this reaſon 
his Slaves might have too much Lt 


rhe 
erence appear'd when Breeding was 
more exa&, and the 7owz better poliſh'd ; 
And he manages accordingly : He has 
but one fatlty bordering Expreſſion, 
which is that of Chremes to Cliti- 
pho. This ſingle Sentence apart, the reſt, 
of his Book is (1 think ) unſullied and 
fit for the nicelt Converſation. I mean 
only in reterrence to the Argument 1n 
Hand, for 'there are things in Him, 
which I have” no intention to warrant. 
He is Extreamly careful in the Beha- 
viour of. his Women. Neither Glycerium 
in Anaria, Pamphila in pals ai or 
Pamphila in Adelphi, Phanium in Phor- 
io, 'or Philamena 1n Hecyra, have any 
ſhare of Converſation upon the Stage. 
ſuch Freedom was then thought too much 
for the Reſervedneſs of a Maiden-Cha- 
racer. *Tis true in Heautontimoroumenos 
the Poets Plot obliged Amntiphila to go 
under the Diſguiſe of Bacchzs her Maid. 
Upon this Occaſion they hold a little 
Diſcourſe together. - But then Bacehis 
| tho? 
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tho? ſhe was a Woman of the Town, be- 
haves her ſelf with all the Decency ima- 
ginable. She does not talk in the Lan- 
guage of Her Profeſſion. But commends 
Antiphils for her ' Virtue : Antiphila 
only ſays how conſtant ſhe. has been to 
Cnimia, ſeems {urpriſed at his Arrival, 
and falutes' him civilly upon't, and we *' 
hear no more from her. Mr. Dryden 
ſeems to refer to this Conduct in his 
Dramatick Poeſie, He cenfſures the Ro- 
mans tor making Mates of their ſingle Was 
men. This He calls the Breeding of the 
Old Elizabeth way, which was for Maids to 
be ſeen and not to be heard; Under Favour 
the old Diſcipline would be very ſerviceable 
upon the Stage. As matters go, the 
Mates are much to few. For certainly 
tis better to ſay nothing, than talk out 
s of CharaQter, and to ill purpoſe. 

3 To return. . The Virgin injured by 
1 Cherea does nothing but weep, and won't 


1 ſo much as ſpeak her misfortune to the Eunuch, 


Women. But Comedy is itrangly im- 
proved ſince that time ; For Dalinda 


J has a great deal more Courage, tho? ,,,, x;;. 
the loſs of her Virtue was her own up. 


3 Fault. 


But Terence has that, regard for Wo- 
men, that he won't ſo much as touch 
upon an ill Subject before them. Thus 
C 3 Chremes 


He 1u tor. 
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Chremes was aſhamed to mention any 
thing, about his Sons Lewdneſs when 
his Wife was preſent. 


Pauadet aicere hac preſente verbum Turpe. 


The Slaves in this Comedian are kept 
in order and civilly bred, They Guard 
and Fence when occaſion requires, and 
ſtep handſomly over a dirty place. The 
Poet did not think Littleneſs and low 
Fducation a good Excuſe +ftor Ribaldry. 
He knew Infection at the weakeſt, might 
ſeize on ſome Conſtitutions : Beſides, the 
Audience was a Superior Preſence, and 
ought to be confidered. For how Neg- 
ligent ſoeyer,. People may'be at Home, 
vet whenithey come betore their Betters 
'tis Manners to look wholtoins 

Now tho* Plautus might have the 
richer Invention ; Terezce was always 
thought the more judicious Comedian. 
{iis Raillery 1s nor only finer, and his 
ſtile better poliſh*d ; but his Charaders are 
more quit, and he ſeems to have reach'd 
farther into Life than the ' other. To 
take Leave' of this Author, even his 
Strumpcts are better behaved than our 
koneſt Women, than our Women of 
Quality of the Engliſh Stage. Bacchis 
in Heautontimoroamenos, and Bacchs 1n 
- Þ Hecyra, 
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Heeyra, may ſerve for example. They 
are - both modeſt, and converſe not un- 
becoming their Sex. Thais the moſt 
accompliſh'd in .her way, has a great 
deal of Spirit and wheadling in her Chaz 
rater, but talks 'no Smut. 

Thus we ſee with what Caution and So- 
briety of Language Terence manages. *Tis 
poſſhble this Condugf..might be his own 
Modeſty, and reſult Wag, Judgment and 
Inclination. But howenentl Faricy itood, 
he was ſenſible the Coarſe way would 
not do. The Sra9e was then under 
Diſcipline, the publick Wx/ors formi- 
dable, and the Office oF me . Chora- ws 
was : originally to * prevegt.*the Exceſles . 


of Liberty: WS. bs 
To this we may add Ws hace 
no Reliſh for Obſcenity ; "tWStheTeady in crc 


way to Difoblige them. And therefore #/«:. 

"tis Horaces Rule. ES, 

& . 

Nec immunaa crepent -igominioſaque. aict a. De A te 

Offenduntur enim quibus eſt Equus & Pater, **: 
CF res. 


Eunuch, 


The Old Romans were particularly care- 
full their Women might not be affronted 


. 1n Converſation : For this reaſon the Un- 


married kept off from Entertainments for Var. epud. 
tear of karning new . Language. And in Nonium. 
C2 Greece 


-. 
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Greese no Woman above the degreegof 

Corn, FP. a Slave, was treated abroad by any bur 
Relations. ?Tis probable the old Comedy 

was ſilenced at Athens upon this Score, 

as well as for Defamation. For as 

4rit, Ariſtotle obſerves the new Set of Come- 
Lib 4 dians were much more. modeſt than the 
= former. In this celebrated Republick, it 
the Poets wrote any thing againſt Re- 

Vit. Ew Iigion or Good Manners, They were 
rip. ed tryed for their Misbehaviour, and ly- 

£5 able to the higheſt Forſeitures. | 

It may not be amiſs to obſerve that 

there are no Inſtances of debauching 
Married Women,in Plautaus,nor Terence, no 

nor yet in Ariſtophanes. But on our Stage 

how common 1s: it to make a Lord, a 
Knight, or an Alderman a Cuckold ? The 
Schemes of Succeſs are beaten out with 
great Variety, and almoſt drawn up in- 

to a Science. How many Snares are 

laid for the undermining of Virtue, and 
with what "Triumph is the Victory pro- 
claim'd ? The Fineſs of the Plot, and the 

Life of the Entertainment often lies in 
theſe Contrivances. But the Romans 

had a difterent ſence of theſe Matters, 

and ſaw thro? the conſequences of them. 

The Government was awake upon the 

T heatre, and would not {uffer the Abuſes 
of Honour, and Famnuly, to paſs into 
R Dt- 
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Of the Stage, is 


Diverſion. And before we part with 

theſe Comedians we may take notice that 

there are no Smutty Songs in their P/ays ; 

in which the Egl:ſb are extreamly Scans ,,,, /,- 
dalous. Now to work up their Lewd- Low. 
neſs with Verſe, and Muſick , dou- 79% 
bles the Force of the Miſchief. It makes" * 
it more portable and at Hand, and drives 

it . Stronger upon Fancy and Practice. 

To diſpatch the Latins all together. 
Seneca is clean throughout the Piece, and 
ſtands generally off trom the point of, ,, 
Love. He has no Courting unleſs 1n £4 Scriv. 
his Hercules Furens ; And here the Ty- 
rant Lycas addrefles Megars very briet- 
ly, and in Modeſt and remote Lan- 
guage. In his Thebais, Oedipas's Inceſt is re- 
ported at large, but without any, choaking 
Deſcription. ?Tis granted Pheara ſpeaks 
her Paſſion plainly out, and owns the 
ſtrength of the Impreſſion, and is far leſs 
prudent than in Earipides, But tho? Her jp. 
Thoughts appear too freely, her Lan; - 
guage 1s under Diſcipline. 

Let us now Travel from ITraly into 
Greece, and take a view of the Theatre 
at Athens, In this City the Stage had 
both its beginning and higheſt Improve- 
ment. Aſchylus was the firſt who ap- 
pear'd with any Reputation, His Genius 

| {cems 
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' ſeems noble, and his Mind generous, 


willing to transfuſe 1t ſelf into the Au- 
dience, and inſpire them with a Spirit 
of Bravery. To this purpoſe his Stile 
1s Pompous, Martial, and Enterprizing: 
There is Drum and Trumpet in his 
Verſe. *Tis apt to- excite an Heroick 
Ardour, to awaken, warm, and puſh 
forward to Action. But his Mettal 1s 
not always under Management. His In- 
clination for the Sublime ; carrys him too 
far : He is ſometimes Embarraſs'd with 
Epithites. His Metaphors are too {tiff, and 
far fetch'd ; and he riſes rather in Sound, 
than in Sence. However generally ſpeak- 
ing, his Materials are both ſhining*and 
{oud, and his Thoughts lofty, and un- 
common. » This Tragedian had always 
a nice regard to Good Manners. He 
knew corrupting, the People was the 
oreatelt dis{ervice to the Commonwealth ; 
And that Publick Ruine was the cftect 'of 
ceneral Nebaucheryvs. For this reaſon he 
deciines the Buſineſs of Amours, and de- 
clares expreſly againlt it. . Now here we 
can't expe& any length of Teſtimony. 
His averſion to the 1ubject makes him 
touch very ſparingly upon it. But 1n this 
caſe theres no need of much citation. His 
very Omiftions are Arguments,and his Evi- 
dence is the {tronger for being ſhort. "That 
tle I -mect with ſhall be produced. 1/, 


2 
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*F 


1/t. Or#tes was obliged by the Oracle x:19-+.. 
to revenge lis Fathers Death in the 253. £4. 


' teph. 
Murther of his Mother. When he was *"! 


going to kill her, he Mentions her Cruel- 


ty, but waves her Adultery. Earipides 0r/f. 4%. 
approv'd this Reſervedneſs and makes his 7 


El:&ra praQtiſe it upon the ſame: occaſion 
Aſchylas in his next Play complements 
his Country with a great deal of Ad- 
dreſs in the Perſons of the Exmeniaes. 
They are very Gentile and Poetical in 
their Civilities: Among other things They 
wiſh *the Virgins may all Marry and 
* make the Country Populous : Here the 
Poet do's but juſt glance upon the Sub- 


je of Love; and yet he governs the '£v4r. 


Expreſhon with ſuch care, that the 3*5: 


wiſhes contain a Hint to Sobriety, and 

carry a Face of Virtuealong with them. 
The Double Dealer runs Riot upon 

ſuch an Occaſion as this; and gives 


Lord Touchwood a mixture of Smut and Þ: 79-* 


Pedantry to conclude with, and yet 
this Lord was one of his beſt CharaQers: 
But Poets are now grown Abſolute with- 
in themſelves, and may put Sence and 
Quality upon what Drudgeries they pleaſe. 
To return. Danaxs cautions his Daugh- 
ters very handiomly in point of Beha- 
VIOUr. They were1n a ſtrange Country, 
and had Poverty and Dependance to 


{truggle 


' 

' 

' 

| 
| 
| 
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ſtruggle with: Theſe were circumſtances 
of Danger,and might make him the more 
preſſing. He leaves therefore a ſolemn 
Charge with them for their Security, bids 
them never to ſ{ubſift upon Infamy, but 


_ to prefer their Virtue to their Life. 


Morey gynaFa mis d' 6hmnds mites 
To owpegyeiy mwook Te flov mov, 


Our Poets I ſuppoſe would call this 
Preaching, and think it a dull Buſineſs. 
However I can't forbear ſaying an ho- 


.neſt Heathen is none of the worſt Men : 


A very indifferent Religion well Believ- 
ed, will go a great way. 
To proceed. Sophoctes appear'd next 


upon the” Stage, and was in earneſt an 


Extraordinary Perſon. His Conduct is 
more Artificial, and his Stale more juſt, 
than that of Afſchylas. His CharaCters 
are well drawn, and Uniform with 
themſelves : His Incidents, are often ſur- 


 prifing, and Ins Plots unprecipitated. 


- There is nothing but what 1s Great, and 


 Solemn Throughout. The Reaſoning 


Don 
Seb 


d/ 
12 


co - 


is well Coloured. 'The Figures are {ome- 
times Bold, but not Extravagant. There 
are no Flights of Bombaſt, no Towring 
above Nature and Poſhibility : In ſhort, 


f. nothing like Don Seba#tians Reigning in 
his Atomes. 70 This 


Of the Stage, __ 

This Tragedian like /ſchylus does not 
often concern himſelf with Amozrs, and 
when he does, nothing can be more tem- 


perate, and decent. For example where . 


the Inceſt of Oedipus is deſcribed, the Of- 


tenſiveneſs of the Idea is ſcreen'd off and ,,,., 
broken by Metaphorical and diſtant EX- Tyra. £4 
preſſions. In another Play Creon reſolves Steps. 


to put Antigone to Death for: preſuming 
to bury Polynices. 'T his Lady and Flemon 
Creons Son were very far engaged ; He- 
mon endeavours to difilwade his Father 
from Antigones Execution: He tells him 
the. burying her Brother tho? againſt his 
Order, was a popular Aion. And that the 
People would reſent her being pumih'd : 
But never ſo much as mentions his own 
Concern unleſs in one Line; which was 
ſo obſcure that Creo» miſunderſtood him. 
Antigone amongſt her other Misfortunes la- 
ments her dying Young and Single, but ſays 
not one word- about Hewon. The Poet 
takes care not to bring theſe two Lovers 
upon the Stage together, for tear they might 
prove unmanagable ? Had They been with 
us, they had met with kinder treatment. 
They might have had Interviews and Time 
and Freedomenough. Enoughto mud their 
Fancy, to tarniſh their Quality, and make 


their Paſſion Scandalous. In the Relation 


of Hemons Death, his Love 1s related too, 
and that with all the Life and Pathos 1m- 
aginable. 


Antig 
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aginable. But the Deſcription is within 
the Terms of Honour: The tendernefſes 
are Solemn, as well:as Soft : They move 
to Pity and Concern, and go no farther. 
In his Trachiniz the Chorus owns the Force 
of Love next to irreſiſtable ; gently hints 
the Intrigues of the Gods, 'and then paſles 
on to a handſome Image of.the Combat 
between Achelous and Hercules, We ſee 
how lightly the Poer touches upon an a- 
morous Theme: He glides along like a 
Swallow upon the Water, and skims the 
Surface, without dipping a Feather. 

Sophocles will afford us no more, let us 


therefore take a view of Enripiaes, *Tis 


the Method of this Author to decline the 
Singularities of the Ne and to appear 
with an Air of Converſation. He dehvers 


great Thoughts in Common Language, 


and 1s dreſs'd more like a Gentleman than 
a Player, His Diſtinction hes 1n the per- 
ſpicuity of -his Stile ; In Maxim, and 
Moral Reflection ; In his peculiar ' Hap- 
pineſs for touching the Paſſions, eſpecially 
that of Pity : And laftly, in cxhauſting 
the Cauſe, and arguing pro and Coz, up- 
on the {treach of Reaſon, So much by 
way of CharaQter. And as tor the Mat- | 
ter before us He is entirely Ours.. We 
have had an Inſtance or two already in 
Elefra and Phedra: To goon to the reſt, 
In his Hippolitus He calls Whoring, _ 

. nels 


Of the Stage. 


neſs and playing the Fool. And to be 
Chaſt and regular, is with him, as well as 
with A ſchylus, S»ge16. As muchas to ſay 


JI 


*tis the Conſequence of Sence, and right Mee n 
Thinking. Phedra when her Thoughts *-&»- 


Ed Cant 


were embarraſs'd with Hippolitus, endea- 1; 
vours to diſentangle her ſelf by Argument. 25c- 
She declaims with a great deal of Satyr a- *5* 
gainſt intemperate Women ; ſhe conclud- 

ed rather to die then diſhonour her Hus- 
band and Stain her Family. The Ble- 
miſhes of Parents, as ſhe goes on, often 
ſtuck upon their Children, and made them 
appear with Diſadvantage. Upon this, 
the Chorus is tranſported with the Vir- 
tue of her Reſolution and crys out 


$£v $89, To owgpreg! ws & may m1 8 1400 Þt14. 
xai 3 Exy edaiv wwCegmils vouiCimm, 233» 
233- 


How becoming a Quality is Modeſty in all 
Places, | 

How ſtranzly does it burniſh a Charafer, and 
oblige ones Reputation ? 


The Scholiaſt upon theſe verſes of Hip- 
politus. 


Fol ry os try ST6paro) V; dtncg « 
AnuarG, CO. 


0] 
Makes this Paraphraſe. ' © Th: 
* Mind ſhould be clean and unfulli 


—_— 
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Androm . 
p.. 393- mache tells her ſhe talk'd too much for a 
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» *©that the Muſes being Virgins their -Per- 
* formances ſhould agree with their Con- 
* dition. 

To proceed. Hermione complains a- 
gainſt Andromache becauſe ſhe was enter- 
tain'd by her Husband: For this Araro- 


Young Woman, and dilcover'd her Opi- 
nipn too far, Achilles at the firſt Sight of 
Clytemneſtra, lets her under{tand he was as 
Fobig in Much taken with the Sobriety of her Air, 
Aulid. as With the reſt of her fine Face and Per- 
þ- 51- fon. She receiyes the Complement kind- 
ly, and commends hint for commendi 
Modeſty. Menelaus and Helen after a long 
Abſence manage "the ſurprize of their 
Helen. good Fortune handſomly. The Moſt ten- 
2:2 der Expreſſions itands clear of ill Mean- 
ing. Had Oſmin parted with Almeria as 
civilly as theſe 'I'wo met, it had been 


Mowing. much better. "That Rant of ſmut and pro- 


Bride. : | 
may  fainneſs might have been ſpared. The Rea- 


der ſhall have ſome of it. 


O my Almeria ; 
, What do the Damrn'd endure but to deſpair, 
But knowing Heaven, to know it loſt for ever, 


Were it not for the Creed, theſe Poets 
would be crampt in their Courtſhip, and 
Mightily at a loſs for a Simile ! But O/- 
min, is in a Wonderful Paſſion, And 

:, | fruly 
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truly T think his Wits, are in ſome dan- 
ger, as well as his Patience. You ſhall hear. 


What are all Wracks, and Whips, and Wheels 
to this; 


Are they not * ſoothing Jojimeſs, ſfenking Eaſe, 
And waſt1ng Air to this 


Sinking Eaſe, and Waſting Air, 1 confeſs 
are ſtrange comforts; This Compariſon 
is ſomewhat oddly equip'd,but Lovers like 
ſick /'cople may ſay what they pleaſe ! 
Almeria takes this Speech for a Pattern, 
and ſuits it exactly 1n her return. 


O I am ſtruck, thy woras are Bolts of Ice ? 
Which ſhot into my Breaſt now melt and 
chill me. 


Bolts of Ice? Yes moſt certainly ! For 
the Cold 1s {truck up into her Head, as you 
may perceive by what follows. 


I chatter, ſhake, and faint with thrilling 


Fears, 


By the way 'tis a mighty wonder to 
hear a Woman Chatter ! But there is no 
jeſting, for the Lady 1s very bad. She 
won't be held up by any Means, but Crys 
out: SS 

D / —lomwer 
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lower yet, down down ; 


One would think ſhe was learning a Spa- 


'nel to Serr. But there's ſomething +e- 
. 


hind. 


—z0 more well lift our Eyes, 


But prone and dumb, Rot the firm Face of 


Earth, 
IVith Rivers of inceſſant ſcalding Rain. 


Theſe Figures are ſome of them as ſtiff as 
Statues, and put me in mind of Sy/veſters 
Dabartas. 


Now when the Winters keener breath began 


To Cryſtallize, the Baltick Ocean, 
To glaze the Lakes, to bridle up the Floods, 
And perivig with Snow the bald pate woods. 


I take it, the other Verſes are ſomewhat 


of Kin to Theſe, and ſhall leave them to 


Mr, Dryden's Reflection. But then as for 
Soothing Softneſs, Sinking Eaſe, Waſting 
Air, thrilling Fears, and inceſſant ſcalding 
Rain ; It puts me to another itand. For 
to talk a little in the way of the Stage. 
This Litter of Ep:ithetes makes the Poem 
look like a Bitch overſtock'd with Pup- 
pies, and fucks the Sence almoſt to skin 
and Bone. But all this may pals in a Play- 
houſe : Falſe Rhetorick and falſeJewells, 
do well together. 'To return to Euriprdes. 


Caſſanars in reporting the Misfortunes of 


the 


\ 


Of the Stage. "34 


the Greeks ſtops at: the Adulteries of Cly- 
temneſira and Agiala And gives this hand- 
ſome | reaſon for making a Halt. 


Eryav fever T6029 winds won wt > 
Tivorr dordhs nns VULVOes AG» Þ. 149, 


Foul Things are beſt unſaid, I am for no Muſe, 
That loves to flouriſh on Debauchery. 


Some Things are dangerous in report, 
as well as practiſe, and many times a Dif- 
eaſe in the Deſcription. This Emripides 
was aware of and manag'd accordingly, 
and was remarkably. regular both in ſtile, 
and Manners. How wretchedly do we 
fall ſhort of the Decencies of Heatheniſm ! 

There's nothing more ridiculous than Mo- pj; 
deſty on our Stage. *Tis counted an ill Dealer. 
bred Quality, and almoſt ſhan'd out of ?: **- 
Uſe. One would think .Mankind- were Provel'd 
not the ſame, that Reaſon was tobe read wife. 
Backward, and Vertue and Vice had ?- 4": 
changed Place. | ENT, 

W hat then ? Muſt Lite be huddled over, 
Nature left imperfe&t, and the Humour of 
the Town not ſhown? And pray where 
lies the Grievance of all This? Muſt we 
relate whatever 1s done, and is every 
Thing fit for Repreſentation ? is a Man 
that has the Plague proper to make a 

| D 3 Sight 


Z5 The'Jmmodeſty 


: 
fl Sight of ? And mult he needs comeAbroad 
| when he.breaths Infection, and leaves the 
4 Tokens upon the Company ? What then 
[ mult we know nothing ? Look you! All 
Experiments are not worth, the making, 
*T1s much better to be 1gnorant of a Dil- 
caſe then to catch it. Who would wound 
ſ himſelt tor Information about Pain, or 
Wl {mell a Stench for the fake of the Diſco- 
very ? But I ſhall have occaſion to en- 
*Remirbs Counter this Objection afterwards, * and 
wpon 24%- theretore {hall diſmiſs it at preſent. 
Fa The Play-hoaſe at Athens has been hi- 


] therto in Order, but are there no Inſtances 
5 to the contrary ? . Do's -not Arz/tophanes 
: take great Liberties and make Women 
ſpeak extraordinary Sentences ? He do's 
FA But his Precedent fhignihes nothyng, 1n 


the. caſe. For 

1/7. We have both the Reaſon of the 
Thing, and all the Advantage of Autho- 
rity on the other ſide. We have the Pra- 
Qtiſe and Opinion of Men of much greater 
Sence, and Learning then Himſelf. The 
beſt Philoſophers and Poets, Criticks and 
Orators, both Greek and Latin, both An- 
R tientand Modern, give the Caule againſt 
|  *him, But Ari/tophanes his owh Plays are 

{uthcient to ruin his Authority. For 
ij 1/t, He diſcovers himſelf a downright 
| Axheilt. 'I his Charge will be cally Made 
| | good 
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good againſt him by Ins Comparing his 

Nuabes with other Plays. "The Delign of his 

Nubes was to expoſe Socrates, and make a 

Town jeſt of him. Now this Philoſopher 

was not only a Perſon of great Sence and 
Probity, but was likewiſe ſuppos'd to refine 

upon the Heathen Theology, ro throw off 

the Fabulous part of gt, and to endeavour 

to bring it back tothe Standard of Natural 
Religion. And therefore Feſ!iz Martyr 

and ſome others of the Fathers, look*d on 

him as a Perſon of no Pagan Belicft, and 
thought he ſuffer'd for the Unity of the 
God-Hcad. This Man Ari/tophanes makes 

fine ſport with as he fancies: He puts him 

im a Fools Coat, and then points at him. 

He makes Socrates inſtruct his Diſciple 
Strepſtades 1n a new Religion, and tell him 

that he did wot own the Goas in the vulo ar Nub. 49. 
Notion. He brings him in elſwhere affirm- 1. Sc. 3. 
ing that the Clouds are the only Deities. 7,173, , 
Which is the ſame Laſh which TJuwvenal * 
gives the Jews, becauſe they worſhip*d but 
one ſingle Soveraign Being. 


Nil preetr Nubes + Cali numen adorant. g,, ,* 
Socrates goes on with his Lefture of 

Divinity and declares very roundly thar 

there is no {uch thing as pier. After-p. 106, 

wards he advances farther, and endeavours 

ID 3 tg 
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to get Strepſiades under Articles to acknow- 
ledge no other Gods, but Chaos, the Clouds, 
and the Tongwe. ' At laſt the Poet brings 
the Philoſopher to publick Pennance for 
his Singularities. 'He ſets fire to his School 
for teaching, Young People (as he pretends) 
to diſpute againſt Law and Juſtice ; for 
advancing Artheiſtigk Notions, and bur- 
leſquing the Religion of the Country. _ 

That Socrates was no Atheiſt 1s clear 


from Inſtances enough. To mention but 
one, 'The Confidence. he had in his De- 


1,904, or Genius by which he governed his 


Afﬀairs puts it 'beyond all ditpute. How- 
cver *tis plain Ariſtophanes was not of his. 
Relivion. The Comedian was by no means 
tor correcting the Common Perſwaſion. 
So that he muſt either be an Orthodox 
He:then or nothing at all. Ler us fee then 
with what Reſpect he treats the Receiv*d 
Divinities, This Play, where one would 
not expett it, diſcovers ſomewhat of his 
Devotion. In the begjnning of it Phidip- 


piaes, who was a fortof New-Market Spark, 
s {wears by Jocky Neptune, that he had a 


ſtrange Kindneſs for his Father Srrepſtages, 
pon this the old Man replies ; No TJocky, 
if you love me ; that Deity has almoſt undone 
me. This was making ſomewhat bold 
with Neprume who was Jupiters Brother, 
Soveraien of a whole Element, and had no 

leſs 


Of the Stage. 
leſs than the Third Share of the Univerſe ! 
Certainly Ari/tophanes had no Venture at 


Sea, or elſe mult think -the 7r:dext f1gnt- 
fied but very little. But this is meer Ce- 


remony to what follows. In his firſt P/ay . 


Plutus pretends he had a mind to oblige 
only Men of Probity, but Jupiter had 
made him blind on purpoſe that he might 
not diſtinguiſh Honeit men from Knaves : 
For to be plain J«piter had a Pique againſt 


Good people. Towards the end of this- 
Comedy Mercary is abuſed by Caro, and Pl. 4.1. 


ads. a ridiculous, and leſſening part him- 
ſelf. Afterwards he complams heavily 
' that ſince Platus was cured of his Blind- 
neſs, the buſineſs of Sacriting fell off, and 
the Gods were ready to itarve. This Mer- 
cury has the ſame ill Uſage with the'Poers, 
Knaves, Informers, and Lev-d Women ; 
From all this ſtuff put together, his mean- 
1ng 15s pretty plain, viz. That Religion 
was no better than an Impoſture ſuppor- 
ted by Art, and Ignorances And that 
when Men's Underitandings were awake, 
and their Eyes a little open, they would 
have more diſcretion than to be at any 
cxpence about the Gods. 


C, 2s 


This I take to be part of the Moral of 


Ius Fable, It we look farther into lum we 
{hall ſee more of his Mind. His Rane 
makes. Merry with theHeathen Scheme of. 

D 4 | Heaven 
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Heaven and Hell. Here Charor and the 
Stygian Frogs are brought in Comically 
cnough. And that you may under{tand 
his opinion more perfectly. we are told, 
that He that Bilks his Catamzte after a 
Sodomitical Abuſe, is thrown into the Com- 
mon ſhore of Hades. And what Company 
do you think he 1s lodg'd with? Why with 


. thoſe who Perjure themſelves, with thoſe 


in 


who Kick their Fathers and Mothers ? 
It ſeems in the Poets Juſtice a Man 
might as good be falſe to his Oath, 
as to his Lewdneſs. To diſappoint the 
Stews, 1s every jot as great a Crime ; as 
to fly.1n the Face of Nature, and outrage 
our Parents. His Quartering, his Malefactors 
thus critically, was without queſtion on 
purpoſe to Banter the perſwaſion of fu- 
ture Puniſhment. In the fame Play Xar- 
thias bids Aacus anſwer him by Jove, 


'O; n2y bBy dwoungies. This httle Scoun- 


drcl of a Slave has the Manners | to 
make Jupiters Quality ao better than his 
own. To go on with him : In his Aves 
he ſpeaks out to purpoſe. Here P:/thet erus 
tells Epops thatit the Biras would build a 
Caitle in the Air, they might intercept the 
Fumes of the Sacrifices,and ſtarve theGods 
unleſs they would come too, and be Tri- 
butary. It ſeems the Bzzas had very good 
Preteiices to execute this project ; for rhey 
EIS. wohes R215 | | were 


Df the Stage. Al 
were ancienter thanJuprter and Saturn, and 
Govern'd before the Gods. And to ſpeak 

truth were more capable of the Function. 

Their Adviſer goes on to inform 53+. 537. 
them, that after they had built 
their penſile City, and fortifyed the Air, 

_ their next butineſs was to demand their 
ancient Soveragnity : If Jupiter refuſed 

- toquit, they were to declare a Holy War 
againft Him, and the reſt of the Confe- 
derate Gods, and to cut oft the Commu- 
nication between Heaven and, Earth. 
Piſtheterus grows very warm * 1n his 54* 
new Intereſt, and {ſwears by Jove that 

Men ought to Sacrifice to the Bzrds, and 

not to Jupiter, And if things came 

to a Rupture, and Jupiter grew Trouble- .,,. 
ſome, he undertakes to ſend a Detache- 

ment of Eagles againſt Him ; with Orders 

to ſtorm his Palace with Flambeaux, and 

fire it about his Ears. At laſt to_ 
prevent the Calamities of a War, Hercules "4 
propoſes an Accomodation, and is willing 
Jupiter ſhould Reſign. Neptune calls him 

a Block-head for his pains, becauſe he was 

Heir at Zaw, and after Jupiters Dectaſe 

was of Courſe to ſucceed in his Domini- 

ons : Once more,. and I have done : 

In Eirexe, Tryg.eus ipeaks in a menacing, 602. 
way. 'That unleſs Jupiter gave him Sa- |, 
tistaction in his buſinets, he would intorm 
. againſt 
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againft Him as a diſaftected Perſon, and a 


betrayer of the Liberties of Greece. I 
might add many other Inſtances, and 
ſome more Scaudalous than any I have 


' mentioned ; But theſe are ſufficient to ſhew 


the Authors Sentiment : And 1s it any 
wonder an Atheiſt ſhould misbehave him- 
ſelf in point of Modeſty 2 What can we 
expect leſs from thoſe who laugh at the 
Being of a God, at the DoCtrines of Pro- 
vidence, and the Diſtinctions of Good and 
Evil? A Sceptick has no notion of Con- 
{cience; no Reliſh for Virtue, nor is under 
any Moral reſtraints from Hope or Fear. 
Such a one has nothing to do but to con- 
{ult his Eaſe, and gratifie his Vanity, and 
fill his Pocket. But how thele Ends are 
compaſſed, he has no ſqueamiſhneſs, or 
Scruples about it. *I1is true when the 
Methods of Lewdneſs will Take, they 
are generally moſt agreeable. 'T his way 
ſuits their Talent, and {creens their pra- 
Ctiſe, and obliges their Malice. For no- 
thing is a greater Eye-ſore to theſe Men, 
then Virtue and Regularity. What a 
pleaſure is it then to be admired for Mi1- 
cheif,, to be revens'd on Rehgion, and to 

ſee Vice proſper and improve under our 

Hands! Toreturn : Behde Ariſtophanes ; 

Atheilme, I have a Second gc The to 


his Authority, and that is want of Judg- 
nicut 


Of the Stage. 


ment. If we examine his Plays we ſhall 
find his CharaQters improper, or ununi- 
form ; either wrong at firſt, or unſteady 
in the Right. For the purpoſe. In his 
Nubes. A. 3. S. 3. p. 146. 150. He puts 
dirty expreſſions in the Mouth of his Man 
of Probity, makes him declaim vitioully a- 
gainſtVice, andCorreQts ſcurrility with Im- 
pudence ; Now what can be more idle 
and ſenceleſs, than ſuch Conduct as thus ? 
Epecially when this F#uſtus as he calls 


him had told them in the beginning of , 
his ſpecch, that People uſed to be well 


{laſh'd for ſuch Fooling, when Govern- 
ment- and Diſcipline were in their due 


Force. The Chorus of his Rane flides p. 142. 
into the ſame Inconliſtency of Pre-?: *-* 


cept, and Prattiſe. Farther, in the 
Progreſs of this Play ; Aſchylus falls a 


rallying contrary to his Humour, and jets , 
away his own Arguments at a very tn- 


Jeaſonable JunCture,when he was diſputing, 
for- no leſs prize than the Laureatſhip. 


This ' Travedian after he had play'd 24: 


a little with the Stofy of Belleropnon, goes 
. On in the ſame ſtrain ; And charges Emnri- 
pides that he had furnif'd all ſorts of Peo- 
ple with Sawcineſs and Prattle. "The 
Schools and Academies were ſpoiPd by 


this means ; So that the Boys-were often 


whip'd, aud the Boatlwains drubb'd, for 
their 
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their Chatterino. * Theſe Comical Le- 


vities come with an ill Grace from 
Aſchylns. His CharaQter was quite dit- 
tcrent © both in Reality, and in the P/ay 
before us. He1s all along repreſented as 
a Perſon of a ſerious Temper, of a re- 
ſerv'd Loftineſs, Cholerick, and tender 
of his Honour to an Exceſs, and almoſt 
ina rage at the. Aftront of a Rival, and 
being torc'd to enter the Lifts with Eu- 
ripiaes. "The caſe ſtanding thus, neither 
the Man, nor the Buſineſs, would admit 
of Drolling. Another Inſtance of his want 
of Condu& ave have in his Concianotores. 
Here Blepyrus and ſome others of his Le- 
eiflative Aſſembly, talk at a very dirty in- 
lipid rate. The Loweſt of the” Mob, can 
hardly jeſt with leis Wit, and more 
Lewdneſs. * And to make their Diſcourſe 


- more remarkable ; 'lhele douty Mem- 


bers were juſt going to the Houſe, and 
had their Heads full of the Good of the 
Nation, when they entertain'd themlelves 


thus decently. And are theſe little But- 


toons fit to conſult 4 Araars Regni, &fc. to 
give Authority to Law, and Rules for pub- 
Iick Life? Do's Ribaldry and Nonlence 
become the Dignity of their” Station, and 
the Solemnity © of ' their Office ? To 
make his Parliament-Men play the Fool 
thus egregiouſly, muſt needs have a great 
deal of Decornm, and State-Policy in tlic 
(©: 


ny, 
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Contrivance; And 41s juſt as wile as if a 
Painter {hould have Drawn them in the 
Habit of Jack-Padaings,and Merry- Andrews. 
But Ari/4ophazes has ſtill higher Flights 
of Abſurdity. He won't ſo much as ſpare 


* the Gods but makes them act theſe little 


Parts of Clowniſhneſs and Infamy. Bac- 
chus and Hercules in his Rax#are forced to 
talk Smut and rally Ike Lzz#-boys, and 
doalmoſt all the Tricks of Bartholomew- 
Fair. 'To mention ſomething that will 
bear the quoting. Bacchas enquires of Her- 
cules the readieſt way to Hades, or the 0- 
ther World. He bids him either Hang, 
or Poyſ{on himſelt, and he can't miſs the 
Road. This is Hercules's Humour to a 
Tittle ! And repreſents him as much to 


the Life, as an Ape would do the Grand Rne 
Signior at a publick : Audience ! This? 195- 
with a ſhort Sentence or two of Lewd-*® 


neſs, is the hardeſt of Hercules his 
Uſage : And *tis well he eſcaped ſo; 
for Bacchus 1s treated much worle. He 
appears under the diſadvantages of a 
Clowniſh Debauſh, and a Coward. And 


is terribly afraid of a Spectre. ,Whenyp. 152. 
he comes before Acacus, this Judge is ve- 19+ 156 


ry rough with him ; and tries his preten- 
cestoa Deity by Baitinado : Bacchus howls 


in the drubbing and had almoſt ſpoilPdall. 77 *: 5 
Now 


= 


4 Wnt Oy 
” . Y » — o a » — 4 


has —_— 
” Q - h T bo - Sy a 2 
ANG IO? AD I STR WY TTY 117 5 SZ i 

n ' pr - tp ae i Ren +--V SI eb 


46 


The Jminodeſty 


Now do's this paultry Behaviour agree 
with the Heathen Theology, with the 
Common Opinionconcerning Bacchus and 
Hercules ? Do's a Blew-Gap and a Ladle, 
become the Sons of Jupiter and the Ob- 
jets of Religious Worſhip ? Thoſe who 
at the loweſt, 'were counted the Conque- 
rors of the World, and more than Men 
both by Birth and Enterprizes ? oo 
cles and Enripides make theſe two Per- 
ſons rganage at a quite different rate of 
Decency. ?Tis no defence to fay Ariſto- 
phanes wrot Comedy, and fo was obliged 
to make his Scenes more diverting. 'I his 


' excuſe I ſay is defe&ive; for a Comedian 


ought to imitate Life and Probability, no 
leſs than a Tragedian. To Metomorphole 
Charatters, and preſent Contradictions to 
Common Belief, 1s to write, Farce inſtead 


of Plays. Such Comedians like Theſpis 


ought to have a travelling Sage, and take 
the Air with Porcepines and Dromeaaryes. 


Tf "ris ſaid that Gravity and greatneſs 


do's not ſuit the CompleCtion and Enter- 
tainment of Comedy. To this I anſwer, 
that therefore the Per/ozs ſhould be cho- 


{en accordingly. 'They ſhould have no- 


thing in their known Humour, and Con- 
dition too Noble, and ſolemn for 'Trit- 
ling. *Tis Horaces advice, 


** » Aut 
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Aut famam ſequere, aut convenientia finge 
Scriptor, De. Art. Poet. 


Let us remEmber that Operations always 
reſemble the Nature from whence they 
flow. Great Perſons - ſhould therefore 
have a correſpondent Behaviour afſign'd 
them. To make Beizos much Superior 
to the Biggeſt -of Mankind, talk below 
the Leaſt, 1s abſurd and ridicules. This 
Ariſtophanes ſeems ſenſible of in his de- _ 
fence of Aiſchylus. Here Euripides objefts Ame 
to A:/chyhus, that he was too rumbling, ? *4* 
noiſy, and bombaſtick, over affecting 
that which Horace calls 


Ampullas, & ſeſquipedalia Verba. 


To this Aiſchylws Anſwers, that the 
Thoughts, and-Deſigns of Heroes muſt be 
deliver'd in Expreſſions proportioned to 
their Greatneſs. It being likely that the 
Demi-Gods ſpoke up to their 'Dignity 
and *Stature : And as they were diftin- 
PRES by the richneſs of their Habit, 
o they had a more Magnificent Language 
than other Mortals. To this Earipiaes 
replys nothing ; from whence you may 
conclude the Poet thought the Apology 


not unreaſonable. In ſhort Ariſkophanes 
| had 


© 
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had Senſe bur he does not always uſe 

it. He is notequal, and uniforme. Some- 

times you have him flat and fooliſh a good 

2me 4 1 While together. And where he hasSpirit, tis 

Sc. 1. Con- Oftentimes laviſhed away to1ittle purpoſe. 

«nat. His Buttoonery 1s commonly too ſtrong 

for his Judgment, This makes him let 

fly his jeſts without regard to Perſon 

or occaſion : And thus by Springing the 

Game too loon, the Diverſion 1s loſt. 

I could make ſeveral other Material Ob- 

jections againſt the Conqucet of his P/ays ; 

, Bur this being not necellary I ſhall ob- 
{ervein the 

34, Place. That notwithſtanding -the 

{ſcandalous Liberty for which Ari/tophanes 

is fo remarkable ; yet in his Lucid In- 

tervalls, when Sence and Sobricty return 

upon him, he pronounces againſt his own 

Praiſe. In the conteſt between #ſchylas 

and Earipides, Bacchus is made the Um- 

Rere Pire of the Controverſie. A-/chylus begins 

p 238 with a Queſtion, and asks Ewripides 

what *% Gs which makes a Poet ad- 

mired? He anfwers, - Tis for the ad- 

dreſs of his ConduQ, and the handſome 

"Turns of Morality in Ius Poems. *Is 

becauſe his performance, has a tendency 

to form the Audience to Virtue, and Im- 

provement. A:ſchylus demands of him 

tarrher 


1 


Of the Stage; 
farther ; But ſuppoſe you debauched the 
Age, and made an Honeſt and a brave Peo- 
ple Lewd, and good for nothing, what 
do you delerve then? Here Bacchns inter- 
poſes, and crys out, what does he deſerve ? 
A Halter! pray don't ask fo plain a queſti- 
on. And afterwards we aretold, that Poets 
are vaiuable only for deicribing Things 
uictul, in Life and Religion, for poliſhing 


Inventions, and ſetting off great Examples 


With Luftre, ad Advantage. In the pro- p. 246, 


grels of the Diſpute, A/crylus taxes Euri- 
#eaes with. being, too uncautious uw his Re- 
preienmatuons; And tells him that Poets 
ought to conceal that which 1s vicious in 
Story ; And entertain with nothing but 
Virtue, and Sobriety : He gocs on repri- 
manding Exripides tor his Dramatick in- 


cclts, Strumpets, and Amours : 'And as tor 


himſelf, to his beſt remembrance, He ne- 


ver brought any Love-lntrigues upon the z. 242; 


Stage. 
This is very ſignificant expoſtuktion : 


and contains very good Rules for the - 


"Trial ot the Muſes : But if the Engliſh 
Stage, ſhould be obliged to this Telt ; 
Ariſtophanes muſt fer fire to it,and that with 
much more reaton than to Secrates his 
School, Now that A:ſchlas ſpok& Arijto- 
phanes's Senſe is pretty plain: For firlt ; 
As to the Buſineſs of Love, Ar/fophanes al- 

Ways 
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ways declines it; He never patches up 
a Play with Courtſhip, and Whining, tho? 
he wrote' nothing but Comedy. In the 
next place the Chor which is uſually the 
Poets Interpreter, ſpeaks honourably of A/- 
chylus even to a Preference; And at laſt 
Judge Bacchus gives Sentence for him. 

hus we ſee Ariffophanes Confutes his 
own Lewdnefs, and comes in Evidence 
aoain{t himſelf. This with the other two 
Exceptions I have made good againſt him, 
are ſ{uſhcient to take off the Force of the 
Precedent, and make him an inſignificant 
Authority. _ 

To what I have obſerv'd from the Stage 
of the Anrtients, I cauld add the Autho- 
rities of Ari/totle, and Qurintilian, both ex- 
traordinary Perſons, but I ſhall reſerve 
their Teſtimony til! Afterwards. | 

To come Home, and near our own 
Times : The Engliſh Theatre from Queen 
Elizabeth to King Charles II. will af- 
ford us fomething not inconſiderable to our 
purpoſe. | ; | 

As for Shakeſpear, he is too guilty to 


make an Evidence : But I think he gains 


not much by his Misbehaviour ; He has 


commeanly Plautus's Fate, where there is 


moſt Smur, there is leaſt Senſe. 
Ber. Tohnſon is much more re- 
iery*d in his Plays, and declares plainly 
for 
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i 


for Modeſty. in his Diſcoveries, ſome of 


| his Words ate theſe. 
A juſt Writer whom he calls a Trzze 


Artificer, will avoid Obſcene and Effemis 


nate Phraſe. Where 'Manners and Faſhions 


are Corrupted, Language is {6 too. Theexcefo 


of Feajts and 9 are the Notes of a 
Li State, and the WantouneſfS of Languape 
of a ſick Mind. A little after he returns to 
the Argument, and applies his Reaſon- 
Ph more particularly to the ge Poetry, 

( ſays he ) and Pifture, both behold Plea- 
fare, and profit, as their common Obj ect, but 
ſhould abſtain from all baſe Pleaſures, leaFt the 
ſhould wholly Err from their End ; And while 
they ſeek to better Mens Minds, Deſtroy their 
Manners, Inſolent and obſcene $ peeches, and 
Jeſts upon the beſt Men, are moit likely to ex- 
cite Laughter, But this # truly leaping fron 
the Stage to the Tumbrill again, reducing all , 
Wit to the Original Dang-Cart. More might ; 
be cited to this. purpoſe, but that may 
ſerve for an other Occaſion : In the mean 
time I ſhall go on to Beaumont and Flerch- 
er, 

Fletchers Faithfull Shepheardeff is remark- 
ably Moral, and a ſort of Exhortation to 
Chaſtity. This Play met with ill Judg- 
es, *twas Hiſs'd before half Aed, and 
ſeems to have ſuffer'd on the account of 


its Innocence, Soon after Be. Johnſoz gc, ris, 
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and Beaumont appear juſtifying the Au- 


thor in a Copy of Verſes. Andas Beaumont 
commends Modeſty in Fletcher, ſo he is 


commended himſelf by Mr. Earl for the 


ſame Quality. 


Such Paſſions, Such Expreſſions meet my Eye, 
Such Wit untainted with Obſcenity, 


And as I rememberJaſper Main has ſome 
{troaks to the ſame purpoſe. Fletcher 1s 
{11 more full for the Cauſe. Indeed no- 
thing can be more exprels. He delivers 
himſelf by way of Prologxe ; where the 
Poet ſpeaks in his own Perſon. The Pro- 
logue to the Woman- Hater, very trankly lets 
the Audience know what they are to ex- | 

If there be any amongſt you, ( ſays he ) 
that come to hear Laſcivious Scenes, let them 
depart ; For I do pronounce this, to the ut- 
ter rg of all two-penny Gallery Men, 
you ſhall no Bawary init. Wefind in thoſe 
days Smut was the expeCQtation ofa Coarſe 
Palate, and reliſh*d by none but. two-penny 
Cuſtomers. In the Kzight of the Burning 
Pe#le, part of the Prologue runs thus. They 
were baniſh*d the Theatre at Athens, and from 
Rome ih that brought Paraſites on the 
Stage with Apiſh Attions,or Fools with unctvil 


Habits, or Courtezans with immodeſt words. 
Aſterwards Prologue, who repreſcnts aPer- 
lon, gives us more to the ſame purpoſe. 

' | : —_— Fly 


Of the 'Stage, 


kn Fly far from hence . 
All private taxes, immodeſt phraſes, 
Whatever may but look like Vitioas. 


For wicked mirth, zever true Pleaſure brings ; 


For honeſt Minds,are pleasdwith honeſt things. 


I have quoted nothing but Comedy in 
this Author. The Coronation is another. 
And the Prologue-tells you there is 


No Unadermerth ſuch as does lard the Scene, 

For Coarſe Delight the Language here ts clean, 

And confident our Poet bad me ſay, 

Fle{bate you but the Folly of a Play. 

For which altho” dull Soals his Pen deſpiſe ; 

Who think it yet too early to be wiſe. 

The Nobles yet will thank his Muſe, at leaſt 

Excuſe him, cauſe his Thought ain'"a at the 
Beſt. 

Thus theſe Poers are in their Judgments 
clearly ours. *Tis true their Hand was 
not always ſteady. But thus much may 
be os that Flercher*s later Plays are the 
moſt inoffenſive. This is either a ſign of 
the Poets Reformation ; or that the ex- 
ceptionable Paſſages belong'd to Beaumont, 
who dyed firſt. | 

To theſe Authorities of our own Nati- 
on, I ſhall 'add a conſiderable Teſtumony 
out of Mr. Corneifle, This Author was 
E 3 {enſi- 
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ſenſible that tho* the Expreſſion of his 
Theodore was altogether unſmutty, © Yet 
© the bare Idea of Proftitution uneffeRed, 
© fhock*d the Audience, and made the Play 
« miſcarry. 'The Poet proteſts he took great 
©care to alter the natural Complexion of 
* the Image, and to convey it CO to 
the Fancy ; and deliver'd only ſome 
© part of the Hiſtory as inoftenſively as po- 
* ible. And after all his Screening and Con- 
* du, the Modeſty of the Audience would 
© not endure that little, the Subject forced 
<himupon.He is poſitive © the Comedics St. 
x Ange Tine declaim'd againſt, were not 
( \uch as the French, For theirs are not ſpe- 
« tacles of Turpitude, as that Father juſtly 
©calls thoſe of his Time. The French ge- 
* nerally ſpeaking, containing nothing but 
© examples of Innocence, Piety and Virtue. 

In this Citation we have the Opinion 
of the Poet, the Practiſe of the French The- 
atre, and the Senſe of that Naton, and all. 
very full to our purpoſe. 

To conclude this Chapter, By what has 
been offer'd, it appears that the Preſent 
Engliſh Staze is ſuperlatively Scandalous. It 
exceeds theLiberties of all Times andCoun- 
tries : It has not ſo muchas the poor plea 
of a Precedent, to which moſt other ill 
Things may claim a pretence, ?Tis moſt- 
ly mecr Diſcovery and Inyention : A new 

OIUE | World 


Of the Dtage. 
World of Vice found out, and planted 
with all the Induſtry imaginable. Ari/to- 
phanes himſelf, how bad ſoever in other 
reſpects, does not amplyfie, and flouriſh, 
and run through all the Topicks of Lewd- 
neſs, like theſe Men. "The M:{celany Poems 
are likewiſe horribly Licentious. They 
are ſometimes Collections from Antiqui- 
ty, and often, the worlt parts of the worſt 
Poets. And to mend the Matter, the Chri- 
ſtjanTranſ/ation, is more nauleous than the 
Pagan Original. Such {tuff FT believe was 
never ſeen, and {uffer*'d before. In a word, 
If Poverty and Diſeaſes, the Diſhonour of 
Families, and the Debauching of King- 
doms, are ſuch valuable Advantages, then 
I confeſs theſe Books deſerve encourage- 
ment. But if the Caſe is otherwiſe, I hum- 
bly conceive the Proceeding {hould be 
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EMAP. 4; 
The Profaneſs of the Stage. 


N other Inftance of the Diſorders of 
the Stage 1s their Profaneſs : "This 
Charge may Come under theſe two par. 
= 
Their Cur vis 4 ana Swearing. 
ek Their Abuſe of Tg” and Holy 


Scri ptare. 


1/t Their Curſing and Swearing. 
What is more frequent then their wilhes 
of Hell, and Confuſion, Deviks and Diſca- 
{cs, all the Plagues of this World, 
and the next, to each other ? And as for 
Swearing ; 'tis uſed by all Perſons, and 
uponall Occaſions: By Heroes, and Pal- 
troons ; by Gentlemen, and Clowns : : Love, 
and Quarrels, Succeſs, and Diſappoint- 
ment, Temper, and Paſſhon, muſt be var- 
niſh'd, and ſet off with Oaths. At ſome 
times, and with ſome Poets Swearing is 
10 ordinary Relett. It ſtands up in the 
room of Senſe, gives Spirit to a flat Ex- 
prefſion, aad makes a Feriod Mulical and 
Round.” In ſhort, 'tisalmoſt all the Rheto- 
rick, 
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rick, and Reaſon ſome People are Maſters 
of: The manner of performance 1s diffe- 
rent. Some times they mince the matter ; 
change the Letter, and keep the 
Senſe, as if they had a- mind to ſteal 
a Swearing, and break the Commande- 
ment without Sin. Ar another t1me the 
Oaths are clipt, but not ſo much with- 
in the Ring, bur that the Image and 
Superſcription are viſible. , Theſe expe- 
dients, I conceive are more for variety, 
then Conſcience : For when the fit comes 
on them, they make 'no difficulty of 
Swearing at Length. Inſtances ofall cheſe 
kinds may be met with in the 0/4 Batche- 
lour, Double Dealer, and Love for Love. 
And to mention no more, Doz Quzrxot, 
the ProvoFd Wife, and the Relapſe, are 
particularly rampant and ſcandalous. The 
Engliſh Stage exceed their predeceſſors 
in this, as well as other Branches of 
immorality. Shakeſpear is comparatively 
ſober, Ben Jonſon 1s {till more regular ; 
And as for Beaument and Fletcher, In their 
Plays they are commonly Profligate Per- 
ſons that Swear, and even thoſe are re- 
prov'd for't. Beſides, the Oaths are nor 
io full of Hell and Defhance, as in the 
Moderns. 

So much for matter of Fact : And as 
for point of Law, I hope there needs not 
many 


if 
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many words to prove Swearing a Sin : 
For what is more provoking than con- 
tempt, and what Sin more contemptuous 
than commonSwearing ? what can be more 
Inſolent and pod 5.5% than to bring in 
God to atteſt our T rifles, to give Security 
for our Follies, and to make part of our 
Diverſion? To Play with Majeſty and 
Omnipotence in this manner, 1s to render 
it cheap and deſpicable. How can ſuch 
Cuſtomes as theſe conſiſt with the beliet 
of Providence or Revelation ? 'The Poers 
are of all People moſt to blame. "They 
want even the Plea of Bullies and Shar- 
pers. There's no Rencounters, no ſtarts of 
Paſſion, no ſuddain Accidents to diſcom- 
poſe them. They ſwear in Solitude and 
cool Blood, under 'Thought and Delibe- 
ration , tor Buſineſs, and for Exerciſe: 
'This 1s a terrible Cireunrſtance ; It makes 
all Malice Prepence, and enflames the 
Guilt, and the Reckoning. 

And if Religion ſignihes nothing, ( as 
I am afraid it does with ſome People ) 


there is Law, as well as Goſpel againſt. 


Swearing, 34, Jac. 1. cap. 21. 15 expreſly 
againſt the Playhouſe. Jt runs thus. 


DR the preventing and avoiding of the great 
abiſe of the holy Name of God, in Stage 
Plays, Enterludegs &c. Be it enacted by our Vo- 
be:eign Low &c. That if at any time, or _— 
| after 


\ 
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aftzr the End of this preſent Sefflon of Parli- 
amenr ; any Perlon 02 Perſons do, 02 ſhall, in any 
Stage Play, Enterlude, Shrew &c. Jeaftingly 
o2 Profanly, ſpeak o2 ufe the Þoly Mare of God, 
o2 of Thrit Jeſus, oz of the Holy Ghof, oz of 
the Trinity, which are not to be ſpoken, but with 
Fear and Revecence ; ſhall fozfeit for every ſuch 
offence, by hjm oz them committed, ten pounds : 
The one Woity thereof to the King's £ajeſty, 
his Heirs ; and Succellors, the other Nolty tere- | 
of ro him, oz them, that will ſve for the famc in 
any Court of KBecozd at Weftmirider, wherein 
no eſſoin, protecſon, 02 wager of Law ſhall be 
altow'd- 


By this 4 not only dire&t Swearing, 
but all vain Invocation of the Name of 
God is forbidden. "This Statute well ex- 
ecuted would, mend the Poers, or {weep 
the Box : And the Stage mult either re- 
form, or not thrive upon Profaneſs. 

34ly Swearing in the Playhouſe is an 
ungentlemanly, as well as an unchriſtian 
Practice. The Ladies make a conſidera- 
ble part of the Audience, Now Swearing 
before Women 1s reckon'd a Breach of 
good Behaviour, and therefore a civil 
Atheiſt will forbear it. "The cuſtom ſeems 
to go upon this Preſumption ; that the 
Impreſſions of Religion are ſtrongeſt .in 
Women, and more generally ſpread. - And 
that it mult be very diſagreeable to them, 
to hear the Majeſty of God treated with 

| {0 
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ſo little reſpe&t. Beſides : -Oaths are a 
boiſtrous and tempeſtiuous ſort of Conver- 
ſation ; Generally the effets of Paſſion, 
and ſpoken with Noiſe, and Heat. Swear- 
ing looks like the beginning of a Quar- 
rel, to which Women have an averlion : 
As being neither armed by Nature, nor 
diſciplin'd by Cuitome for ſuch rough 
Diſputes. A Woman will ſtart at a Sol- 
dicrs Oath; almoſt as much as at the 
Report of his Piſtol: And therefore a 
well Bred Man will no more Swear, 
than Fight in the Company of Ladies. 

A Second Branch of the Profaneſs of 
the Stage is their Abuſe of Religion, and 
Holy Scripture. And here ſometimes they 
don't ſtop ſhort of Blaſphemy. To cite 
all thar might be Colle&ted of this kind 
would be tedious. I {hall give the Rea- 
aer enough to juſtific the Charge, and I 
hope to. abhor the Practice. Fi 

To begin with the Mock-Aſtrologer. 
in the Firſt A#- the Scene is a Chappel ; 
And that the Uſe of ſuch Conſfecrated 
places may be the better underſtood, the 
time is taken up in - Courtſhip, Raillery, 
and ridiculing Devotion. Jacinta takes 
her turn among the reft. She Interrupts 
Theodoſia, and crics out ; why Siiter, St- 
er —— will you pray ? what 1njury have I 
eur done you that you pray in my Company ? 

Wild- 
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Wildblood Swears by Mahbomet, rallies ſmut- 
tily upon the other World, and gives the. 
preference to the Turkiſh Paradiſe ! This 
Gentleman to incourage Jacinta to a Com- 
plyance in Debauchery, tells her Heavez þ. 5. 
is all Eyes and no Tongue. That is, it ſees 
Wickedneſs but conceals it. He Courts 
much at the ſame rate a little before. 
When a Man comes to a great Lady, he is 
fain to approach her with Fear, and Reve. _. 
rence, methinks there's ſomething of Godli= Þ. 24 
neſs int, Here you have the Scripture | 
burleſqu'd, and the Pulpit Admonition ap- Hr. 12. 
ply'd to Whoring. Afterwards TJacizta 
out of her great Breeding and Chriſtia- 
nity, ſwears by Ala, and Mahomet, and 34. 35- 
makes a Jeſt upon Hell. W:1dblood tells 
his Man that /uch andeſignizg Rogues as 
he, make a Drudge of pgor Providence. And 
Maskall to ſhow his proficiency under his 
Maſters, replies to. Bellamy, who would 
have had him told a_Lie: Sir «por the 5s. 
Faith of a Sinner you have had my laſt Lie 
already. I have not one more to ao me (re- 
alt, as I hope to 'be ſaved Str. BEE 

In the cloſe. of the Play, They make 
ſport with Apparitions and Fiends. One 
of the Devils ſneezes, -upon this they give 
him the Bleſſing of the Occalion, and con- 
clude he has got cold by being too long out , 
of the Fire. 


P. 31 
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The Orphan lays the Scene in Chriſten- 
dom, and takes the ſame care of Religion. 
Caſtalio Complements his Miſtreſs to 
Adoration. 


Orph. p. No Tongue my Pleaſure and my Pain cantell- 
#1 wh "Tis Heaven to have thee,and without thee Hell, 


Polydor When upon the Spe to de- 
bauch Monimia puts up this ejaculation. 


l ' p. 31, Bleſſed Heaven aſſiſt me but in this dear Hour : 


Thus the Stage worſhips the true God in 

Blaſphemy, as the Lirdians did Hercules 

Laan, by Curling and throwing ſtones. "This 

Polzaor has another Flight of Profaneſs, 

but. that has: got a certain Prote(7zor, and 
therefore muſt not be diſturb'd. 

" In"thE0/4 Batchelour, V ain-love asksBel- 

mour, could you be gontent togo'to Heaven ?! 

p. 19. Bell, Hum, not immeazatly in my Con- 

ſcence, not heartily, ——This 1s, playing 1 


| take it with Edge-Tools. To >q to Hea- 
ven_in jeaſt, is the way to-go to Hell in 
earnelt. In the Fourth 4, Lewdneſs is 
repreſented with that Gaity, as - if the 
Crime was purely imaginary, and lay on- 
'W ly in ignorance and preciſeneſs. Fave you 
F{| throughly confided ( ſays Fondlewife ).. how 
|;  aeteſtable, hay Heinous, and how crying 4 _ 
[| | Ihe 
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the Sin- of Adultery us ? _—_ you weighed 1 

? For tis averyw Sin : and alths? 2 
A lie——yet hy pr or muſt alſo bear ?- 28 
his part ; For thy iniquity will fall on his Head. _—_— 
I "ae ſc this % Pulfoorly and profa- 
neſs, was to ſettlethe Conſcience of young 
Beginners, and to make the 'Terrors 'of 
Reiion inſignificant. Bellmour deſires 
Letitia to give him leave to ſwear by her Eyes 
and her Lips: He kiſſes the Strumpet, and 
tells her, Eternity was in that Moment. p.i. 
Letitia 15 horibl profes in her Ap6l Is. 
to her Hmband. but having the Stage 
Prote&tion of Smut for her Guard, e 22. | 
mult let her alone. Fondlewife talks un- | 
der the ſame ſhelter, and abuſes a plain 
Text of Scripturetoan impudent Meaning. p. 39- 
A little before, Lett: when her Intripue 
with Bel[mowr was almoſt difcover'd, fu - | 
ports her ſelf with this Conſideration. 4// 
my comfort lies in his impadence, and Hea- 
ven be prais'd, he has a Conſiderable Portion, * 3 
This 1s the Play-houfe Grace, and thus 4 
Lewdneſs is made a part of Devotion! 


Ther's another Inſtance fill behind : ”F's 
that of Sharper to Viin-Love, and. hs 
thus. 


1 have beets a kind of God Fab 110, 
1 


yonder : 1 have promis'd bp vow'd ſomethi 4 


in your Name, which I think" you are ow. 4. 


ta Perform. For Chriſtians to drol} upon 
their 


Double] 
Dealer. 
34 


36. 


55. 
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their Baptiſm is ſomewhat extraordinary ; 


'But ſince the Bzble can't eſcape, 'tis the 


leſs wonder to make bold with the Ca- 

techiſme. : | 
In the Double Dealer, Lady Plyant cries 
out Je/a and talks Smut in the ſame Sen- 
tence, 'Sr. Paul Phayt whom the Poet 
dub'd a Fool when he made him a Knight, 
talks very Pioully | Bleſſed be Providence, 
a Poor unworthy Sinner, am mightily ve- 
holden to Providence: And the ſame word 
is thrice repeated upon an odd occaſion. 
The meaning mult be that Providence 1s 
a ridiculous - ſuppoſition, and that none 
bur Blockheads pretend to Religion, But 
the Poet can tiſcover himſelf farther if 
necd be. Lady Froth is pleas'd to call Jehs 
4 Hactney Coaghman. Upon this, Brisk re- 
plies;;1f Jebs was a Hackney Coachman, 
1 am. anſwer'd —— you may put that into 
the Marg inal Notes tho, to prevent Criti- 
ciſms only mark it with a [mall Aſte- 
riſme and ſay, —— Jehu was formerly a 
Haskney Coachman, 1 his for a heavy Piece 
of  Protaneſs, is no-doubt thought a lucky 
one, becauſe it burle{ques the Text, and 
the Comment, all under one. I could go 
on with the' Doable Dealer but he'll come 
in my. way afterwards, and fo I ſhall 
part with him- at . preſent. Let us now 
take a veiw of Dor Sebaſtian, And here 
OY the 


| | 1 
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the Reader can't be long unturniſh'd. Dorax 
ſhall ſpeak firſt. 


Shall I truſt Heaven 
With my revenge ? then where”s my ſatis- 
fattion? | Wy 
Vo, it muſt be my onp, I ſcorn a Proxy. 


* 
h # 
. 


But Dorax was a Renegado, what then? 
He had renounc'd* Chriſtianity, but not 
Providence. Beſides ; {uch hideous Sen- 
tences ought not to be put in the 'Mouth 
of the Devil, For that- which ts not fit to 
heard,is not fit to be ſpoken. But to ſome 

plean Atheiſtical Rant is as good as a 
Flourith | of Trumpets. 'To proceed. An- 
ronio tho? a profeis'd Chriſtian, mends the 
matter vous ittle. He 1s looking ona, Lot 
which he had drawn for his Life-: This 
proving unlucky, after the preamble of 
a Curſe or two, he calls it, 


As blatk as Hell, an. other lutky ſaying | - 
I think the Devils. in mt: g004 again, 
I cannot ſpeak one ſyllable but tends 


To Death or to Damnation. 


Thus the ' Poet prepares his Bullies for 
the other World ! Hell and Damnation 
re ſtrange entertaining words*upon the 


"i {Were it otherwiſe, the Sens in theſe 
F Lines; 


[4 
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Lines, would be almoſt as bad as the Con- 


ſcience, The Poem warms and riſes in 
the, working : And'the next Flight is ex- 
treamly remarkable: * 


| » Not the laſt ſounaih could ſurprize me more, 


4 ; 


That ſummons drowſy Mortals to their doom, 
When calld ig haſt they fumble for their Limbs: 


Very Solemnly and Religiouſly expreſs'd! 
Lacian and Celſas could not have ridicu- 
led the Reſurre&ion better! Certainly the 
Poet -never expetts to be there. Such a 
light Turn would have agreed much bgg- 
ter to a Man who was in the Dark, 
was feeling for his Stockings. But let 


thoſe who talk of Fambling for their 


Limbs, take care they don't find them too 
faſt. * In the Fourth A Muftapha dates 
his Exaltation to Tumult, from the ſecond 
Night of the Month Abib. Thus you have 
the Holy Text abuſed by Captain Tom ; 
And the Bible torn by. the Rabble! "The 
Deſign of this Liberty I can't underſtand, 
unleis it be tg make Muſtapha as conſider- 
able as Moſes; and the prevalence of a 
Tumult, as much a Miracle as the Delive- 
rance out of £gypr. Wehave heard thisAu- 
thor hitherto in his CharaFers, let us hear 
him now 'in his own Perſon. Fn his Des 
aication of Aurenge Zybe he is ſo hardy as 

| to 
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to affirgg that he .who is too lightly recon- 
ciled after high  Provocation, may Recom- 


mend himſelf to the Werld for 4 Chriſtias, 
but I ſhould hardly truft him for a Friend. 


And why is a Chrittian nor fit to make 
a Friend ot ? Are the Principles of Chri- * 


ſtianity defective, *and. the Laws of it": 
contriv'd ? Are the Intereſts and Capacirh 
of Mankind overlook'd ? Did” our Great 
Maſter bind us to Diſadvantage, and make 
our Duty oyr Misfortune ? And did he 
age us all the Pleaſures and Securities 
of Friend{lip ? Are ,not all theſe horrid 
Suppoſitions ?. Are they not a flar Contra- 
diction to the Bible, and a Satyr on the 
Attributes of the Deity 9 Our Saviour tells 
us we muſt forgive wntil Seventy tines 
Seven ; That is, we muſt never be tired 
out of Clemency and Good Nature. He 
has taught us to pray for the Forgiveneſs» 
of our own Sins, onty upon the Condit} 
on of forgiving others. Here is no ex- 
ceptior upon the Repetition of the Fault, 
or the Quality of the Provocation. Mr. 
Dryaen to do him tzght, do's not diſpute. 
the Pr He conteffes this is the wa 
to be a Chriſtian : But for all that he ſpox/d 
hardly truſt hin a Friend. And'wl 


. fo'? Becauſe the Traltian Proverb ſays, He 


that forgives the ſecond time is a Fool, 1 his 
Lewd” Proverb comes in for Authority, 
F 2 ; and 
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and is a piece of very pertinent Blaſphe- 
my! Thus in ſome Peoples Logick one 
proof from Atheiſm, is worth Ten from 
the New Teſtament. But here the Poet ar- 
gues no better than he Believes. For moſt 


- certainly, a Chriſtian. of all others'is beſt 


_ for Friendſhip. For He that loves 
his. Neighbour as himſelf, and carries Be- 
nevolence and Good Nature beyond the 
Heights of Philoſophy : He that 1s' not 
govern'd by Vanity, or Deſign ; He that 
my his Conſcience to his Life, and 

Courage to Maintain his Reaſon ; He 
that is thus qualified muſt be a good Friend; 
And he that falls ſhorty is no good Chri- 
{tian. And fince the Poet is pleas*d'to find 
fault with Chriſtianity, let us examine his 
own Scheme. Our Minas ( ſays he ) 'are 
perpetually wrought on by the Temperament of 


.our Boates, which makes me ſuſpett they are 


nearer Allyed than either our Philoſophers, 
or School Divines wilk allow them to be. The 
meaning 1s, he ſuſpects our Souls are no- 
thing but Organiz*d-Matter. Or in plain 
Engliſh, our Sexls are nothing but our Bo- 
dies. And then when theBody dies you may 
gueſs, what becomes of , them | Thus. the 
Authorines of .Religion are weaken'd, and 
the proſpeCtofthe other World almoſt ſhut 
up. And 1s this a likely PLOT for Sin- 
cerity and good Nature ? Do's _ 
ulc 
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 uſeto riſe upon the Ruines of Conſcience ? 
And are People the beſt Friends where 
they have the leaſt Reaſon to be ſo? 
Bur not only the Inclinations to Friend» 
ſhip muſt Langwſh upon: this Scheme; 
but the very Powers of it are as it were 
deftroy'd. By this Syſteme no Man can 
ſay his Soul is | lis own, - He can't' be 
aſſured the ſame Colours of Reaſon; and 
Deſire will laſt. Any little Accident 
from without may metamorphole his Fan- 
cy, and puſh him upon a new ſet of 
Thoughts. . Matter . and «Motion are the ' 
moſt Humorſom Capricious Things in Na- 
ture; and withall, the moſt Arbitrary and 
uncontroll'd. And can Conſtancy proceed 
from Chanagy Choice from Fate, and Vir- 
tue from flity ? In ſhort a Man-at 
this rate miſt be a Friend or an Enemy'in 
ſpite of his Teeth, and juſt as long as 

e Atoms pleaſe and no longer. Every: 
Change in Figare and Impalſe, mult alter 
the Igea, and wear off the former Impreſ- 
ſion. So that by - theſe Principles, Friend- 
{hip will depend on the. Seaſons, and we 
muſt look in -the Weather Glaſs for our 
Inclinations. But thus *tis to Refine upon 
Revelation, and - grow wiſer than Wiſ+ 
dom! 'The ſame Author in his Dedicati- 
on.of Javenal and Perſins,has theſe words : 


My Lord, 1 am come to the laſt Petition of yg. y. I 


F 3 Abraham ; 


_ 


" to that of Dzves. 
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Abraham; If there be ten Righteous Lines 
in this vaſt Preface, ſpare it for their ſake , 
and alſo ſpare the next City becauſe it is but 
« little one. Here the Poet ſtands for 4- 
braham ; and the Patron for Gol Almigh- 
ty: And where lies the 'Wit of all this ? 
In the .Decency of the Compariton ? I 
doubt not. And for the #ex: Cuty he 
would have-ſpared, he is out in the 
Allufon. ?Tis no Zoar, but much ra- 
ther Sodom and Gomorrah, Let them fake 
care the Fire and Brimſtone does not fol- 
tow : And that thoſe who are {ſo bold 
with Abrahams Petition, are not forced 
To beg Prote&tion for 
a Lewd Book in Scripture Phraſe, is ve- 
ry extraordinary ! *T'is 1n«ffect to Pro- 
ftirute the Holy Rhitorick, wad ſend the 
Bible to the Brothell! 1 can Hardly ima- 
gin why theſe Tombs of Antiquity were 
rakedin, and difturb'd? Ugleſs in were 
to conjure up a departed Vice, and revive 
the Pagan Impurities : Unleſs it were 
to raiſe the Stench of the Vault, and Poy- 
fon the Living with the Dead, Indeed Fu- 
wenal has a very untoward way with him 
in ſome of his Satyrs. His Pen has ſuch 
a Libertine ftroak that *tis a Queſtion 
whether the Praiſe, or the Reproof, the 
Age,.or the-Author, were the more Licen- 
tious: He teaches thoſe Vices he would 
correct 
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correct, and writes more like a Pimp, 
than a Poer. And truly TI think there 1s 


bar little of Lewdneſs loſt in the Tran- 
ſation. ' The Sixth and Eleventh Satyrs 


are Particularly remarkable. Such nau- 
ſeous ſtuff is almoſt enough to debauch 
the Alphabet, und make the' Language 
{candalous. One would almoſt be forry 
tor the privilege of Speech, and the In- 
vention of Letters, to ſee them thus wret- 
chedly abuſed. And ſince the Buſinefs muſt 


be undertaken, why was not the Thought* 


Blanched, the Expreſſion made remote, 
and the \il Features_caſt into ſhadows ? 
Pm miſtakeg if we have not' Lewdneſs 
enough-of our own Growth, without Im- 
poreing from our Neighbours. No. "This 
can*tbe. An Author muſt have "Right 


donehimgand be ſhown in his own ſhape, - 
and Complexion. « Yes by all means! * 


Vice muſt be diſrobed, and -People poy- 
ſon'd,zand all for the fake 'of Juſkce ! 
'To do Right to ſuch an Author is to burn 
him. I hope Modeſty | 
than Reſemblance. The Imitation of an 
ill Thing is the' worſe for being exaG : 
And ſomietimes to report a Fault is to 
repeat it. , 

To return to his Plays. In Lowe Tri- 
umphant, Garcia makes Veramond this Com- 


pliment : . 
F 4 May 


—— 


is much better 
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* 'TheProſaneſs 
os & eaven and your brave Son, and a- 

e all, % 
Tour own prevailing Genius guard your Age. 


What 15 meant by his Genius, in this 
place, 1s not eaſy to Diſcover, only that *tis 
ſomething which is a better Guard .than 
Heaven, But *tis no Matter for-the Senſe, 
as long, as the Profaneſs 1s clear. In this 
Ae, Colonel Sancho lets Carlos know the 
old Jew 1s dead, which he calls good 


-NREWS. 


Carl. What Jew ? 5 
Sanch. Why the rich Jew my Father, He 
is gone to the Boſom, of Abraham his | Father, 
and I his Chriſtian Son am. left ſole Heir. 
A very. mannerly Story | But why does 
the Poet &cquaint us with Sanchos. Relig 


_ on? The caſe is pretty plain: *tys to'give | 
« a luſtre, to his Profaneſs; and make Fin 


burleſque St. Zxke with the better Grace. 
Alphpnſo complains to Vittoria that Na- 
tare doats with Age, His reaſon is, becauſe 
Brother and. Siſter can't Marry as they 
did at firſt: ?Tis- very well | We know 
what /NVajure means: 4n the Language of 
Chriſtianity, andeſpecially under the No- 
tion of a [aw-giver. Alphonſo goes on, 
and compares the Poſleſſiqn of Inceſtubus 
Love to Heaven, Yes, *tis Eternity in 
Little, ge. - te 
fo EDD, Tt 


Of the Stage, 

It ſeems Lovers muſt be diſtratted or 
there's no diverſion. A Flight of Mad- 
neſs like a Faulcons ' Leſſenime, makes 
them the more gaz'd at ! Iam now com- 
ing to ſome of the Poets Divinity. And 


here Vengeance i Jen to be ſo ſweet a 
Morſet, 


That Heaven reſerves it for its proper Taft. 


This belike 1s the meaning -of thoſe 
Texts, that God is yu and 5 ad 


flow to anger, and does not willing ofe# 
the Children of Men ! From expounding 


Bible he goes to the Common Cory A ng 
as Carlos interprets the Office of Matrimony, 
Foz Better; fo2 Wozſe, is for Virgin for. Whore ; 
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And that the Reference mi ight not be ? 5» 


miſtaken, the Poet is careful to pur the 
Words 1n 1ta/:ck,and preat Letters. Andby 


Statute for Depraving the Common Prayer. 
Sancho. upon reading a Letter which he 


the way ble falls under the Penalty of the "Yi 


did not like, cries Damn it, it muſt be all ». 6; 


Orthodox. Danin and Orthodox clapt toge- 

ther, make a lively Rant, becauſe it looks 
like Curſing the Creed# The moſt extra- 
ordinary Paſlage is*behind ; Sancho was 
unhappily Married : Carlos tells him, For 
your Comfort, Marriagh they ſay is Holy. 'Sen- 


cho replies :.*. Ay, and ſo is Martyrdom as 


» they ſay, but both of them are good for Juſt 


nothing, but to make an endof a Mans Life. ,, | 


74 - - The Profaneſs 

| T. ſhall make no RefleQtions upon This : 
There needs no Reading upon a Mon- 
ſter : *Tis* ſhown enough by its own 
Deformity. Love for Love has a Strain 


together : Scandal ſolicits Mrs. Foreſight ; 
She threatens to tell her _— = 
replys, He will die a' Martyr rather then 
_ dielein his Paſſion. Here We have Adul- 


tery dignified with the ſtile of+ Martyr- 


| 
| 
| ' dom : As if 'twas as Honourable to'periſh 


= in Defence of Whoring, as todye for the 
Li Faith of Chriſtianity. But theſe Martyrs 


I, will be a great while in burning, And 


therefore let no body 4trive ro' grace*the 
h Adventure, or encreaie the Number. And 
hs ' now I am jn this Play the Reader ſhall 
have more. Jeremy who was bred-at the 


1 Univerſity, calls the Natural Indlinations 


| Samſos carrics on Me Expoſtulation, rails 
it at the Struture of Human Bodies, and 
*. ©*% ſays, Nature has bees Provident only to 
Ul Bears, and Spiders; This is the Authors 
of | ; h 

ns | Paraphraſe on the 139 P/a/m; And thus 
vp he grves God thanks tor the Advantage ” 
j of 
i 

i: 

op! 

F 


( to Eating and Drinking, Whoreſon Appe- 
tites. This is ſtrange Language! 'The 
| Manicheans who made Creation the work 
-5.* ofthe Devil,could ſcarcely have begn thus 
Coanſe. - Butthe Poet was Jeremy's Tutor, 


and fo+ that Myſtery is at an end. Sr. 


like this, and therefore I ſhall putthem - 


Moths. ane oo dt oe oe 5% an ef ic. cw oe a. at... ab. 
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of his Being |! The Play advances from 
one wickedneſs to another, from the Works 
of God, to the Abuſe of his Word. 
Foreſight confeſſes *tis Natural for Men to 


miſlake. Scandal replier, Tou ſay true, Man Pp 


will err, meer: Man will err but you are 
omething more There have been wiſe 
Men ; but they were ſuch as you——, Men 
who conſulted the Stars, and were obſervers 
of Omens Solomon was wiſe bur: how ? 


very well ! Solomon and: Foreſight had their 
Underſtandmgs qualifieFalike. And-pray 
what was Forefght ? Why an I/literate 
Fellow. | A pretender to Dreams, Aſtrolopy, 


by his Tadoment jn Aſtrology. . *Tis 
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Paimiſtry &c. This is the "Poets account vid. rer- 


of Solomon's 'Supernatural Knowledge !/on Dram. 


Thus the wiſeft Prince is dwindled into 
a Gypſie ! And the Glorious: Miracte re- 
ſolved into Dotage, and Figure-flinging ! 
Scandal continueshis Banter, and ſays, the 
wiſe Men of 'the Eaft owed their Fen 


to a Star ; which is rightly moe by Gre- 


gory the Great in favour of Aſtrology. This 
was the Star which ſhone at our Saviours 
Birth. Now who could imagine by the 
Levity of the occgfion, that the*Author 
thought- it any better than an Tenris Fa- 
tuns, or” Sydrophel*s Kite in Hudibras ? Sr. 
Sampſon and the fine Argelzca, after ſome 
lewd raillery continue tte OTF 

rive 


*. 


6 | 


p. 80. 


P. 91. T 


for 


Lhe Profaneſs 
drive it-up into Profaneſs. For this rea- 


ſon the Citation muſt be imperfe&t. 
Sr. Sampſ. Sampſon's a very good Name 


your Sampions were ſtrong Dogs from 
the Beginning. | | 

Angel. Have a care—— If you remem- 
ber the ſtrongeſt Sampſon of your Name,pull 'a 


| an old Houſe over his Head at laſt. Here 


you have the Sacred Hiitory. burle{qu'd, 


and Sampſon once more brought into the 


- Houſe of Dayos, to make ſport for the 


Philiflinex#' To draw towards; an end of 
this Play. Tatth;would have carried,off 
Valentine's Miſtreſs. This later, expreſ- 
{es his Reſentment in a moſt Divine man- 
ner ! Tattle [thank you, you would have in- 
rerpoſed between: me, and Heaven, but Provi- 
aence | has laid | Pureatory in your way. 
hus Heaven.1s debas'd into an Amour, 
and Providence brought 1n to direct the 
Paultry concerns. of the Stage .'., Angelica 
NS, _ in the ns rage? Mex 
are aenerally Hypocrites and Infidels, they pre- 
tend to] bes bi have neither Hp jp 
Faith ; Haw few t;ke Valentine would per- 
jevere unto | Martyrdom? &c. Here you 


have the Language of the Scriptures, and 


the. moſt ſolema Inſtances of Religion, 
proſtituted to Courtſhip and Romance ! 
Here vou have a Miſtreſs made God Al- 
mighty, Ador'd with Zcal and Fa, 

anc 


Of the Stage. 
and Worſhip'd up to Martyrdom ! This 
if *twere only for the Modeſty, is ſtrange 
ſtuff for a Lady to fay of her ſelf. And 
had it not been for the profane Alluſion, 
would have been cold enough mall Con- 
ſcience, 

The Provok'd Wife furgiſhes the Au- 
dience with a Drunken Atheiſtical Catch : 
'Tis true this Song is afterwards ſaid to 


be Full of Sin and Impudence, But why Prov. Wije 
then was it - made? This Confeſſion is * * 


a miſerable Sa/vo ; And the*® Antidote is 
much weaker than the Poyſon : *Tis juſt 
as if a Man ſhould ſet a Rouſe in a Flame, 
and think to make amends by-crying Fire 
in the Streets. In the laſt A Raſor makes 
his Diſcovery of the Plot- againſt Belinda 
in Scripture phraſe. Ple give it the Rea- 
der in the Authors Dialogue. 
Belind. I muſt know _ 
* all this Mojo | 
Raſor. Sathan and his Equipage. Wo- 
man tempted me, Luſt PE. And 


ſo the Devil overcame me: As fell Adam 

fofel 1 bg 
Belind. Then pray Mr. Adam will you 

make us acquainted with your Eve ? | 
Raſor unmasks This is the Woman 

Madamoſelle and 

ſays, - 7 


this is the Serpent 
(meaning Lady Farciful ) 


that 


pat JORM upon Id, Þ. 75» 


that tempted me: But © 


Relapſe, BET: Why Faith Madan, 
p. 32, 33. vile Day, 1 muft confeſs. A man muſt have 
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that tempted the Woman ; And if my Prayers 
might be heard, her puniſhment for ſo doing 
ſboald be like the Serpents of old, &c. This 
Raſor 1n what we hear of him before, s all 
Roguery, and Debauch : But now he en- 
ters 1n 9vackcloth, and talks like Tribulation 
in the A/chemiſt, His Charadter is chang'd 
to make him the more profane ; And his 
Habit, as well as Diſcourſe, is a Jeſt upon 
Religion. I am forced to omit one Line 
of lis Confeſſion. The Deſign of it is 


to make tif Bzble deliver an obſcene 


Thought : And becauſe the Text would 
not bend into a Lewd Applic@zoh; He 
alters the words for his purpoſe, but paſ- 
les it for Scripture ſtill. "This ſort of 
Entertainment 1s, frequent in the Relapſe. 


Lord Foplingies laughs at rhe publick Sp- | 


lemnities of Religion, as it *rwas a rid 
culous piece of Ignorance, to pretend to 


the Worſhip of a God. He diſcourſes 


with Berinthia and Amana in this man- 
Sunday is 4 


very little to do at Church that can give a 
account of the Sermon. And a httle at- 
ter: To Mindthe Prayers or the Sermon, 
#5 to mind what one ſhould not do. Lory tells 


. young Faſhion, 1 have been in a la- 


mentable Fright ever ſince tha Conſcience had 
the Impuderice to intrauat into your Company. 
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His Maſter makes him this Comfortable 
Anſwer. Be at peace; it will come. no more : 

——[1 have kick'd it down- ſtairs. A little , 
before he breaks out into this Rapture. 
Now Conſcience I defie thee ! By the way * #445 
we may obſerve, that this young Faſbion ,,, ; ,,, 
is the Poets Favorite. Berinthia and Wor- . 
thy, two CharatFers of Figure, determine 
the point thus m deferice of Pimping.” 

Berinth. Well, I would be glad to have no 
' Bodies Sins to anſwer for bat my own. But * * 
where there is 4 neceſſity * 

Worth. Right as you ſay, where there is 
a Neteſſity; a Chriſtian is bound to help his 
Neighbour, TE q 

Nurſe, after a great deal of ProfaneStuff 
concludes her expoſtmlation intheſe words: 
But his Worſhip ( Young Faſhion ) over-flows 
with his Mercy and his Bounty, Fle s not 
only pleasd to forgive ws our Sins —— bat © 
which is more than all, has prevaiPd with me? 55, 97 + 
to become the Wife of "7 Boſom : This is 
very heavy, and 1ll dreſs'd. And an A- * 
theiſt muſt be ſharp ſevto reliſh it. The 
Vertuous Amanda makes no icruple to 
charge the Bible with untruths. 
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Is 


Bid. 


—What Slippery ſtuff” are Men tompos'd of ? 
Sare the Auf te Creation”s falſe, 


And *twas the 


form'd of. 


omans Rib that they were 


Thus 
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Thus this Lady abuſes her (ſelf, to- 
gether with the Scripture, and ſhews her 
Senſe, and, her . Religion, to be much of 


" a Size. 


Berinthiaafter ſhe has givenin a Scheme 
for the debauching Amanda, is thus ac- 
coſted by . Worthy : Thow Angel of Light, 
let me fall down and adore thee' A moſt 
Seraphick Compliment to a Procureſs ! 
And tis poſſible ſome Angel or other, may 
thank him for't in due time. 

L am,quite tired with thefe wretched 
Sentegces. The ſight indeed 1s horrible, 
and I am almoſt unwilling to ſhew it. 
However they ſhall be Produced like Ma» 
letattors, not for Pomp, but Execution. 
Snakes and Vipers, guſt ſometimes be 
look*d on, to deſtroy them. I can't for- 
bear exprefling my ſelf with ſome warmth 
under theſe Provocations. What Chriſti- 
an can be unconcern'd at ſuch intolerable 
Abuſes? What can be a juſter Reaſon 


- for indignation than Inſolence and A- 


theiſm ? Reſentment can never be better 
ſhown, nor Averſion more ſeaſonably ex- 
ecuted ! Nature made the Ferment and 
Riſing of the Blood, for ſuch occaſions as 
This. On what unhappy. Times are we 
fallen! The Oracles of- Truth, the Laws of 


* Onfnipotence, and the Fate of Eternity are 


| aught at and deſpis'd ! "That the Poets 
ſhould 


"#, 
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Hf the Dtage. 
ſhould be ſuffer'd to play upon the Bib/e, 
and Chriſtianity be Hooted off the Stage ! 
Chriſtianity that from ſuch feeble begin- 
ings made ſo ftupendious a progreſs ! 
That over-bore all' the Oppoſitions of Po» 
wer,and Learning ; and with T welve poor 
Men, outſtretch'd the Roman Empire. 
That this glorious Religion {o reaſonable 
in its Dottrine, ſo well atteſted by Mira- 
cles, by Martyrs, by all the Evidence that 
Fatt 1s capable of, {hould become the Di- 
verſionof the Town, and the Scorn of But- 
foons ! And where, and by whom 1s all this 
Out-rage committed ? why not by Jaliay, 
or Porphirie, not among T urks or Heathens, 
but in a Chriſtian Country, in a Reforn'd 
Church, and in the Face of Authority / 
Well ! I perceive the Devil was a Saint in 
his Oracles, to what he is in his Plays, His 
Blaſphemys are as much improv'd as his 
Stile, and one would think the Muſe was 
Legion! I ſuppoſe the Reader may be a- 
tisfied already : But if he defires farther 
proof, there's ſomething more flamingly 
impious behind. 

he Chriſtian Almeida when Sebaſtian 
was in danger, Raves and Foames like 
one Poſleſs'd, 


But is there Heaven, for I begin to aoubt ? 


Don. $2- 


baltiin. 


Now take your ſwing ye impiows Sin wnpuniſh'd, p. $1. | 


x Eter- 
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The Profarnieſs 
Eternal Providence ſeems over watch'a, 
And with a flumbring Nod aſſents to Murther. 


In the next page, ſhe bellows again much 
after the ſame manner. The Double Dea- 
ler to ſay the leaſt of him, follows his 
Maſter in this Road, Paſſebus equis. Sr. 
Paul Plyant one would think had done 
his part: But the ridiculing Providence 
won't fatisfie all People : And therefore 
the next attempt 1s ſomewhat bolder. 

Sr. Paul., Hold yoar ſelf contented my 
Lady Plyant,w—1 find Paſſion coming upon 
me by Inſpiration, In Love Triumphant, 
Carlos is by the Conſtitution of the Play 
a Chriſtian; and therefore muſt be con- 
{trued in the ſenſe of his Religion, This 
Man blunders out this horrible expreſſion. 
Nature has proven me my Portion in Senſe 
with a P-—— to her.' &c. The Reader 
may fee the Helliſh Syllable at Length if 
he pleaſes. This Curſe is borrow*d for 
Toung Faſhion in the Relapſe. The Dox- 
ble Dealer is not yet exhauſted. Cynthia 
the Top Lady grows Thoughtful, Upon the 
- mcg ſhe relates her Contemplarfon. 

ynth. 1 am thinking ( ſays ſhe ) that tho' 


: Marriaze makes Man and ﬀ. ife one Fleſh, 


it leaves them two Fools. "This Jeſt is made 


upon a Text in Gemeſis, and afterwards 


applyed by our Saviour to the caſe of Di- 
; vorſe 
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vorſe. Love for Leve will give us a far- 
ther account of this Authors Proficiency 
in the Scriptures, Our Blefled Saviour at- 
firms himſelf to be the Way, the Truth, and 
the I.ieht , that he came to bear witneſs to 
the Truth, and that hs Wird is Truth; 
Theſe expreflions were remembred to 
good purpoſe, For Yalentine in his pre- 
tended Madneſs tells Backram the Law- 
yer; 1 am Truth,——I am Truth. 
Who's that, that*s out of his way, I am Trath, 
and can ſet him right. Now a Poet that 
nad not bcen {ſmitten with the pleafore 
of Blaſphemy, would never have furniſh'd 
Frenſy with Inſpiration ; nor put our Sa- 
viours Wofds in the Mouth of a Mad- 
man. Lady Brute, after ſome ſtruggle 
between Conſcence and Lewdneſs, de- 
clares in Favour of the later. She ſays the 
part of 4, downright Wife is to Cauckold 
her Hasband, And tho? this is againit the 
ftritt Statute Law of Relipion, yet if there 
was a Court of Chancery in Heaven, ſhe 
ſhould be ſure to caſt him. 

This Braſs is double guilt, Firff, Tt 
ſuppoſes no Equity in Heaven. And Secoxd- 
ly, If there was, Adultery would not be pu- 
niſh'd ! The Poer afterwards acquaints us 
by this Lady, that Blaſphemy is no Wo- 
mans Sin, Why then does fhe fall into 


it? Why in the midſt of Temper and 
G& 2 
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The Protaneſs 
Reaſoning ? What makes him break in 
upon his own Rules? Is Blaſphemy 


never unſeaſonable upon the Stage, And 


does it always bring its excuſe along with 


it? The Relapſe goes on in the ſame ſtrain. 


When Young Faſhion had a proſpett of 
cheating his Elder Brother, he tells Lory, 
Providence thou ſee'ſt at laſt takes care of 
Men of Merit. Berinthia who has engag'd 
to corrupt Amands for Worthy; attacks 
her with this Speech, Mr. Worthy «ſea 
you like a Text, he took you all to peices, and 
it ſeems was particular in her Commen- 
dation, Thus ſheruns on for ſeveral Lines, 
in a Lewd, and Profane Allegory. In 
the Application ſhe ſpeaks out the De- 
fign, and concludes with this pions Ex- 
hortation ! Now conſider what has been ſaid, 
and Heaven give you Grace to put it in pra- 
iſe; that is to play the Whore. There 
are few of theſe laſt Quotations, but what 
are plain Blaſphemy, and within the 
Law. They Jook reeking as it were from 
Pandemonium, and almolt ſmell of Fire 
and Brimſtone. This is an Eruption of 


_ Hell with a witneſs! I almoſt wonder 


the 4moak of it has not darken'd the Sun, 
and turn'd the Air to Plague and Poyſon ? 
. Theſe are outrageous Provocations ; E- 
nough to arm all Nature in Revenge; 
To exhauſt the Judgments, of Heaven, 

and 
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and ſink the Iand in the Sea! What a 
ſpite have theſe Men to the God that made 
them. How do They Rebell upon his 
Bounty, and attack him with his own 
Reaſon? 'Theſe Giants in Wickednels, 
how would they ravage with. a Stature 
Proportionable 2 They that can Swagger 
in Impotence,and Blaſpheme upona Mole- 
Hill, what would they do it they had 
Strength to their Good-Will? And what 
can be the Ground: of this Confidence, and 
the Reaſon of ſuch horrid Prefumption ? 
Why the Scrzpture wall beſt fatisfie the que- 
ſtion. Becauſe ſentence againſt an Evil work 
is mot excuted ſpeedily, therefore the heart 
of the Sons. of Men, 1s fully ſet in them to 
do Evil. 


Clemency is weakneſs with ſome Peo- 


ple; And the Goodneſs of God which ſhould 
lead them to Repentance, does but” harden 
them the more, They conclude he wants 
Power to puniſh, becauſe he has patience 
to forbear. Becauſe there is a Space be- 
tween Blaſphemy and Vengeance; and 
they don't periſh in the A of Defiance ; 
Becauſe they gre not blaſted with Light- 
ning, transfixt with Thunder, and Guard- 
ed off with Devils, they think there's no 
ſuch matter as a day of Reckoning. But 
let na Man be Deceiv”d, God is not mock®d; 
not without danger they may be aſlur'd. 
Let them retreat 1a time, before the Floods 
1 118-3 run 
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run over them : Before they come to that 
place, where Madneſs will have no Mu- 
fick, nor Blaſphemy any Diverſion. 

And here it may not beamils to look 
a little into the Behaviour of the Hea- 
thens, Now *tus no wonder to find them 
run riot upon this Subjett. The Cha- 
racers of their Gods were not unblemiſh*d. 
Their proſpect of the other World, was 
but dim ; neither were they under the 
Terrors of Revelation, However, they 
are few of them ſo bad as the Moderzs. 

Terence does not run often upon this 
rock. ?*Tis true Cherea falls into an M 
Rapture after his Succeſs. Chremes bids 
his Wife not tire the Gods with Thanks : 
And Aſchinas 1s quite {ick otjthe Religious 
partof the Weding. Theſe Inſtances;exeep- 
ting his Swearing, are the moſt, ( and TI 
think nearall the) exceptionable Paſſages of 
this Author. | 

Plautas is much more bold. - But then 
his fally's are generally made by Slaves 
and Pazdars, | | 

This makes the Example leſs dange- 
rous, and is ſome ſort of gxtenuation. I 
orant this imperfect excuſe wont ſerve 
him always. - There are ſome Inſtances 
where his Perſons of better Figure are 
are guilty of lewd Defences, Profane 
Flights, and Sawcy Expoſtulation. 'But 
the Rowan Deities were Beizos of 11] Fame, 

4s 
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'tis the leſs wonder therefore if the Poets 
were familiar with them. . However, 
Plautus has ſomething good 1n him, and 
enough to condemn the PraQiſe. Pleaſides 
would pladly have had the Gods changed the 
Ks. of Things, in ſome Particulars, He 
would have had frank good Flumonur'd People 
' long lied, and cloſe-fiſted Kyiaves die Young, 
To this Periplettimenes Gravely anſwers, 
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That *tis great Ignorance, and Misbehaviour wil. 


to Cenſure the Condutt of the Goas, or ſpeak 6'or. 


diſhonorably oR them. In his Pſeudolus the 
Procurer Ballio - talks Profanely. Upon 
which Pſeudolas makes this Reflection. 
Thas Fellow makes nothing of Religion, how 
can we truſt him in other matters? For the 
Gods whom all pl ri fr reateft rea- 
#0 fear, are moſt: ſlighted by him, 
Pb Gd Train are more ſtaunch, 
and write nearer the Scheme of Natural 
Religion. ?Tis true, they have ſomebold 
expreſhons*: But then they grate re- 
prove the Liberty, and puniſh the Men. 
Prometheus in Aſchylus bluſters with a 


Pſeud, 


As I, $ 


great deal of Noiſe, and Stubborneſs. He 7,9. 
1s not for changing Conditions with Mex- in. 


cary : And chules rather to be miſerable, 
than to ſubmit even. to Jupiter himſelf. 
The Chorws rebuke him for bis Pride, and 
threaten him with greater Puniſhment. 
And the Pozt to make all ſure brings him 
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to Execution before the -end of the Play. 
"bn: diſcharges "Thunder and Lightning at 

is Head ; ſhakes his Rock with an Earth- 
quake, turns the Air into Whirl-wind, 
and draws up all the Terrors of Nature 
to make him an example. In his Exped:- 
tion againſt Thebes, Eteocles expeQts Ca- 
panexs would be deſtroy'd for his Blaſ- 
phemies. , Which happen'd accordingly. 
On the other hand ; Amphiaraus being a 
perton of Virtue, and Picty, they are afraid 
leaſt he ſhould ſucceed. For 4 Religrorws 


Enemy is almoſt invincible, Darias's Ghoſt 


lays Xerxe's ruin upon the exceſs of his 
Ambition, *T was, becauſe he made 4 Bridge 
over the Helleſpont, «ſed Neptune contume- 
lioufly, and thought himſelf Superioar to Hea- 
ven, This Ghoſt tells the Chorus tHat the 
Perſian Army miſcarried for the outwages 
they did to Religion, for breaking down the 


 Altars, and pl ring the Gods. ; 


Ajax's DiſtraQtion is repreſented as ju- 
dicial in Sophocles, Twas” inflicted - for 
his -Pride and Atheiſm, * When, his. Fa- 
© ther bid him be brave but Religious 
* withall, he haughtily replyed that "twas 


* for Cowards to beg the Afliſtance of the | 


* Gods; as tor hs part, he hoped to Con- 
* quer without them. And when Mrer- 
* 24 encouraged him to- charge the Ene- 
* MY, 


* He 
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Tir £rnpers Juror dgprrart? ia ©, 


* He made her this Lewd and inſuffer- 
© able Anſwer. Pray withdraw, and pive 
© your Countenance el{where, I want no 
© Goddeſſes to help me do my Bulineſs. 
© 'This Infolence made Mzzerva hate him ; 
©and was the cauſe of his Madneſs and 
© {elf Murther. To proceed. The Cho- 
rus condemns the Liberty of Jocaſta, who 
obliquely charged a PraCtiſe upon the Ora- 2. 
cle. : Tho? after all, ſhe did not tax Apollo, ,”\z.. 
but his Miniſters. 

The fame Chorws recommends Picty,and 
Relyance upon the Gods, and threatens 
Pride and Irreligion with DeſftruQion. 

In Antigone, Tireſias adviſes Creon to wave? 185. 
the Rigour of his Edi#, And not let the 
Body of Polynices lie unburied, and ex- 
pos'd. He tells him the Altars were al- 
ready polluted with Humane Fleſh. This 

had made the Language of the Birds yn- 4c. 
intelligible, and confounded the marks of *: 755 
Augury.” Creon replies 1n a rage, and ſays 

he would not conſent to the Burial of 
Pohyices: | No, tho *twere to prevent the 
Eagle's throwing part of the Carkaſs in 
Jove's 'Chair of State, This was a bold 
Flight ; but *cis not long before he pays 
for't. Soon after, his Son, and Gon. kill - 
Tem» 
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themſelves. And in the 'cloſe the Poet 
who ſpeaks in the Chorws, explains the 
Misfortune, and points upon the Caule, 
and affirms that Creon» was puniſh'd for 
his Haughtineſs and Impiety. To go on 
to his 1 rachinie. Hercules 1n all the ex- 
tremity of his Torture does not fall foul 
upon Religion.” *Tis true, He ſhows as 
much Impatience as *tis poſſible. His 
Perſon, his pain, and the Occaſion of it, 
were very extraordinary. Theſe circum- 
ſtances make it ſomewhat natural for him 
to complain above the common rate. 'T he 
Greatneſs of his Spirit, the Feavour of 


his Blood, and the Rage of his Paſſion, 
. could hardly fail of putting Force, and 
and Vehemence into lis Expreſſions. Tho' 


to. deal clearly he '{eems better fufniſh'd 
with Rhetorick, than true Fortitude. Bnt 


";. aiterall, his Diſorders are not altogether 


ungovern'd. Ke is: uneaſy, but not ampi- 


- Ous, and profanc.:. 


1 grant £lercutes Octers 1n Seneca, wag. 
gers at a ſtrange Rhodomontading rate. 
But the Conduct of this Author 1s very 1n- 
difterent. He makes a meer: Salamander 
of- his Hero, and lets him declaim with 
too much of Length, Curiofity and Afﬀe- 
Qation, for one in his Condition : He ha- 
rangues it with great plenty of Points, and 
Sentences in the Fire, and lies irying,and 

Iu 
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Philoſophizing for near a hundred Lines 
together. In fige, this Play is fo- injudi- 
cioully manag'd, that Heinſius is confi- 
dent *twas written by neither - of the Se- 
ecas, but by ſome later Author of a lower 
Claſs, To return to Sophocle's Trachinie. 
Hyllus reproaches the Gods with Neglect, 
becauſe they gave Hercalss no Aſſiſtance, 
and glances upon Jepiter himſelf; This ys 
fally is not fo throughly. corrected as for- ee 
merly. *Tis true the Chorws make ſome 
little ſatisfaQtion immediately after. They 
reſolve all ſurprizes-of Misfortune, all Re- 
volutions of States or Famihes, into the 
will and Permifſion of J«pit«r. This by 
tmplication, They make an argument for 
acquieſcence. Beſides, the Poet had laid 
in a fort of caution againſt Miſconſtructi- 
on before. - For the Meſſenger tells De- 
jaxeira that we ought not to Murmur at 7:6. 
the ConduQt of Jap zter. Þ. 349. 
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This for a Heathen is ſomething tho? 
not effotoh, Cleomenes's Rant ſeems an im- 
tation of Hyllus, Only *tis bolder, and _, 
1aS nothing of the raſhneſs of Youth to ,. Te 
excuſe it. Beſides Sophocles throws in 
tongwhat by way of Preſervative. 
Where- 
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Whereas in Cleomenes the Boy Cleonidas 
has the better on the wrong ide, and 
ſeems to carry the cauſe of Atheiſm a- 
mg; his Father. This Sceze of a Famine 

r. Dryden calls a Beauty ; and yet Me- 
thinks Clezors is not very Charming ! Her 
part 1s to tell you the Child ſuck'd to no 


purpoſe. 


It pulld and pulPd bat now but nothing came, 
At laſt it drew ſo hard that the Blood follow'd. 
And that Rea Milk I found upon its Lips, 
Which made me ſwoon for Fear. 


There's a Deſcription of Sucking for you ! 
And truly one would think the Muſe on't 
were ſcarſely wean'd. 'This Lady's fancy 
ts juſt Slip-Stocking-high ; and ſhe- ſeems 
ro want Senſe, more than her Breakfaſt. 
If this Paſſage would not ſhine, the Poet 
ſhould have let it alone. *Tis Horace's 
advice, 


—— ef que 
Deſperes tratata niteſcere poſſe relinquas. 


_ The vp part of the Life of this 
Sceze 1s ipent in impious Rants, and Athei- 
{tical Diſputes. To do the Author right, 
Ius Charaters never want Spirits for {uch 
Service, eitlicy full or Faſting. Some peo- 
| Ple 
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le love to ſay the worſt Things in the 
beſt manner ; 'To perfume their Poyſons, 
and give an Air to Deformaty. 
ere is one ill Sentence in Sophocles 
behind. Phziloferes calls the Gods Karr, priter. 
and Libells their Adminiſtration. This 402 
Officer we muſt underſtand was left upon 
a Solitary Iſland, ill uſed by his Friends, 
' and harraſs'd with Poverty and Ulcers, 
| for Ten years together. "Theſe, under 
the Ignorance of Paganiſm, were trying 
Circumſtances, and take off ſomewhat 
of the Malignity of the Complaint. At- 
terwards: He ſeems to repent, and declares 4'* 
his. Aſſurance that the Gods will do Ju- 
ſtice, and prays frequently to them. The 
Concluſion of this Play is remarkably 
Moral. Here Hercules appears in Ma- 
chine; aquaints Philofetes with his own 
glorious Condition ; 'That his Happineſs 
was the Reward of Virtue, and the Pur- 
chaſe of Merit. He charges him to pay 
a due regard to Religion ; For Piety would 
recommend him to Jupiter more than any 
other Qualification. It went into the ©- 
ther World with People and they found 
their Account in't both Living and 
Dead. 

Upon the whole ; The Plays of Aſchy- 
lus and Sophocles are formed upon Models 
of Virtue : 'They joyn Innocence with 

Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, and deſign the Improvement, of 
the Audience. 

In Euriptdes's Bacche, Penthens is pulld 
in pieces for uſing Bacchus with Diſreſpe&. 
And the Chor obſerves that God never 
fails to puniſh Impiety, and Contempt 
of Religion. Polyphemas bluſters Atheiſti- 
cally, and pretends to be as great as J«- 
piter : But then his Eye is burnt out in 
the fifth Aﬀt. And the Chorws in Hera- 
clide affirm it next to Madneſs not to 
worſhip the Gods. I grant he has ſome 
profane Paſſages ſtand uncorrected, and 
what wonder 1s it to fee a Pagan Miſcar- 
ry? Seneca, as he was inferiour in Judg- 
ment to the Greeks, ſo he is more frequent, 


. and uncautious, in his Flights of extrava- 


gance. His Hero's and Heroines,. are ex- 
cefſively bold with the Superior Beings. 
They rave to, Diſtraction, and he does 
not often cafl them to an account for'r. 


Tis true Ajax Oilens is made an Example 


for Blaſpheming in a Storm. \ He 1s firſt 
ſtruck with Thunder, and then carried to 
the Bottom : 'The Modern Poets, proceed 
upon the Liberties of Sexeca, Their Mad- 
men are very ſeldom reckon'd ' wirh. 
They are profane without Cenſure, and 
defie the Living God with ſucceſs. Nay, in 
ſome reſpett they exceed even Senece him- 
{clf. He flies out only under Impatience ; 
And never falls into thele Fits without 

Torture, 
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Torture, and hard Uſage. But the Exg- 
liſh Stage are unprovok'd in their Irrelſi- 
gion, and Blaſpheme for their Pleafore. 
But ſuppoſing the Theatres of Rome, and 
Athens as bad as pofiible, what Defence 
is all This ? Can weargue from Heathen- 
iſm to Chriſtianity ? How can the pra- 
iſe be the fame, where the Rate is ſo 
,very different? Have we not a clearer 
Light to dire& us, and greater Puniſh- 
ments to make us afraid. Is there no Di- 
ſtintion between Truth and Fifion, be- 
tween Majeſty and a Pageant ? Muſt God 
be treated like an Idol, and the Scriptures 
banter'd like Homers Elyfam, and Heſjods 
Theogonia?” Are theſe the Returns we 
make Him for his Supernatural Aſſiſtance ? 
For the more perfe& Diſcovery of Him- 
felf, the ſtooping of his Greatneſs, and the 
Wonders of his Love. Can't we refuſe 
the Happineſs without affronting the Of- 
fer ? Muſt we add Contempt to Diſobe- 
dience, and Out-rage to Ingratitude ? Is 
there no \Diverſion withour Inſulting the 
God that made us, the Goodneſs that 
would fave us, and the Power that can 
damn us ?- Let us not flatter our ſelves, 
Words won't go for Nothing. Profaneſs 
IS a molt PrFvoking Contempt, and a 
Crime of the deepeit dye. To break 
through the Laws of a Kingdom is bad 
enoueh ; 
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enough ; But to make Ballads -upon the 
Statute-Biok, and a Jeſt of Authority, 
is much worſe. Atheiſts may fancy what 
they pleaſe, but God will Ariſe and Main- 
tain his own Cauſe, and Vindicate his Ho- 
nour in due time. 

To conclude. Pfofaneſs tho? never ſo 
well corre&ed is not to be endured. It 
ought to be Baniſh'd without Prows/o, 
or Limitation. No pretence of Charatter 
or Puniſhment, can excuſe it; or any 
Stage-Diſcipline make it tolerable. ?Tis 
grating to Chriſtian Ears, diſhonourable 
to the Majeſty of God, and dangerous in 
the Example. And in a Word, It. tends 
to no point, unleſs it be to wear off the 
horrour of the PraGtiſe, to weaken the 
force of Conſcience, and teach the Lan- 
guage of the Damn'd.' 
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CHAP. IM. 
The Clergy abuſed by the Stage. 


HE Satyr of the Stage upon the 
Clergy is extreamly Particular. In 
other caſes, They level at a _ Mark; 
and confine themſelves to Perions; Bur 
here their Buffoonry takes an unuſual Com- 
paſs ; 'They ſhoot Chain'd-ſhot, and ftrike 
at Univerſals. 'They play upon the Cha- 
rafter, arid endeavour to expoſe not only 
the Men, but the Buſineſs, *Tis true, the 
Clergy are no {mall Rub in the Poers way; 
Tis by their Miniſtrations'that Religion 
is perpetuated, the other World Retrc{h'd, 
and the Intereſt of Virtue kept up. Vice 
will never have an unlimited Range, nor 
Conſcience be totally ſubdued, as long as 
People are ſo eaſy as to be Prieſt-ridden 
As long as theſe Men are look'd on as the 
Meſſengers of Heaven, and the. Supports 


of cons in Cn and enjoy their old Pre- 


rentions in Cregat.and Authority ; as lon 
as this Griev tinues, the Stage m 
decline -of Courſe, and Atheiſm VE 
Ground, and Lewdneſs lie under Cen _ 
H an 
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and Diſcouragment. Therefore that Li- 
berty may not be embarraſs'd, nor Princi- 
ples make Head againſt Pleaſure, the Cler- 
£y mult be attack'd, and rendred Ridicu- 


lous. 
To repreſent a Perſon fairly and with- 


- out diflervice to his Reputation, two 


Things are to be obſerv*d. - Firſt Hemuſt 
not be ill uſed by others: Nor Secondly 
be made to Play the Fool Himſelf. This 
latter way of Abuſe is rather.the wort, 
becauſe here a Man' is a ſort of Felo de /e ; 
and ap Ridiculous by his own fault. 
The Contradition of both theſe Me- 
thods is pratiſed by the Srage. To make 
fure work. on't, they leave no ſtane-un- 
turn'd, The whole Common place of Rude- 
neſs is run through. - They ftrain their 


Invention and their Malice: And over- - 


look nothing 1a ill Nature, or il] Manners, 
ro gain their'point. ' 

To give {ome Inſtances of their Civili- 
ty! In the Spaniſh Fryer, Dominick is made 
a Pimp for Lorenzo; He. is call'd & parcel 
of Holy Gats and | Garbage, and faid to 

ave room in his Belly for bis Charch ſteeple. 
- Dominick | has a great many of theſe 
Compliments beſtow*d uggn him. And 


- to make the Railing moWWeffectual, . you 
have a general ſtroke or two upon the Pro- 


teffion, Would you know what are the 
Infallible 
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Church Remedies. Why 'tis to 


Lie 1 
little before this "Dominick Counterfits him- 
ſelf ſick, retires, and leaves Lorenzo and 
Elvira together ; And then the Remark 
the Intri follows. *© You ſee 
* Madam ( fays Lorezzo) *tis Intereſt go- 
* verns all the World. He Preaches agaioſt 
' why ? Becauſe he .gets by*t: He 
« hols his Tonguezwhy? btanſero much 
© more is bidden for bis Silence. ?Tis but 
* giving-a Man his Price, and 5/2" "2Ae 
© of | Church are bought off as eaſily a 
hag are in Stare; No man will be b 
* Rogue for nothing ; but Compenſation 
© muft be made,o: much Gold for ſo much 
© Honeſty; and then a\-Church-man will 
<break the Rules of Cheſs. For the Black 
« Biſhop, will -skip into-th& White, and 
© the White into the Black, without Con 
* fidering whether the remove be Law- 
* ful. 
At laſt Dowinick is diſcover'd to the 
n y, makes diſhonourableExzz, and 
puſi'd « off the Staze;:by-the-Rabble. This 
(Ancas Aiftice !- The takes care to 
| great firſta Knave and thenan Exam- 
ple :+ But his hand '1s-nt -even. -For 


LewdLorenzo comes off wich [JangColours. 


*F'is not the Fault which is correted but 
H 2 the 
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the Prieft, "The Authors Diſcipline is ſel- 
dom without a Biaſs. He commonly gives 
the Laity the Pleaſure of an ill Attion, 
and the Clergy the Puniſhment. 

To proceed. Horxer in his general Re- 
marks upon Men, delivers it as a ſort of 
Maxim, that your Church-man is the grea- 
Country teſb Atheiſt. In this Play Harcozrt puts on 
Wife 2.6. the Habit of a. Divine. . 4/ithea does not 

think him what he ppents ; but Sparkiſh Nh | 
who could not ſee {o far, endeavours- to 
divert her Suſpicion.. 1zell you ( ſays be) If | 
this is Ned Harcourt of Cambridge, you ſee NW 
p 35 be has a ſneaking C _ look. Afterwards , 
his CharaQter is ſufficiently abuſed by 
Sparkiſh and Lucy; but not 7 much as by 1 
Iiid. FHunfelf, He tellsyou inan Afide he maſt 
ſuit his Stile to his Coat, Upon this wiſe 
RecolleQions He talks like a ſerviſe, im- 
pertinent Fop, 
In the Orphan, The Young Soldier 
Chamozt calls the Chaplain Sr. Gravity, 
and treats him with the Language of Thee, NW 
and Thou, *'The Chaplain inſtead of-re-: I -: 
turning the Contempt ; Flatters Low, 
in his Folly, and pays a Reſpect to Bi | 
; Pride. The Cavalier encouraged I fu 
poſe by this yr, proceeds to all the 
 Exceſles of Rugdenels,  » 
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\ | 
'By the Skige, 
— #s there not one "2 35+ 
Of all thy Tribe thats Honeſt in your School? 
he Pride of your Juperiours makes ye Slaves : 
' Ve all Jive Loathſome, Sneaking, Servile lives: 


Not free enough to Prattiſe generous Tr auth, 
"Tho ye pretend to teach it to the World. 


After a little Pauſe for Breath, the Rai- + 
ling improves. Y \ 


If thou would# have me not contemn thy Office, he 

And Charafer think all thyBrethrin Kyaves, 

Thy Trade « Cheat, and thou its worſt Pro- p. 16. 
 'feſſour, 


Inform me ; for I tell thee Prieſt Ple know. 


- The Bottom of the Page is down-right 
Porters Rhetorick. bet] 


Art thou then 
So far concern'd in't ?—— 
Carſe on that formal ſteady Villains Face ) 
ſo. do all Bawds look ; Nay Bawas they ſay ; 
Can Pray «pon Occaſion ; talk of Heaven ; 
Tarn up their Gopling Eye-balls, rail at Vice; _ 
Diff te, Lye, and Preach like any Prieit, 
Art thou 4 Band? | 


The Old Batchelour has a Throw at the 
' Diſſenting Miniiters. The Pimp Setter pro- 
H 3 | vides 
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ll vides their Habit for Bel[mozr to Debauch 
; -Letitia, The Dialogue runs thus. 


I Bell. And haſt thou Provided Neceſſaries ? 


{ll Setter, All, all Sir, the large San ified Hat, 
"* and the little preciſe Band, with « Swingeing i vr 
i long Spiritu Cl loak, to cover Carnal S: 
W - '— wery, —= ot forgetting the black Patch which |} of 
ae Tribulation Spintext wears as 1 7” inform” d P 

| >. 19. 2> #pon one, Eye, as *# penal Mourning for the 
| Offences of his Toath &c, | ex 
Barnaby calls another of that"CharaQter If pr, 

« Mr. Prig, and Fondlewife carrys on the 
Humour lewdly in Play-houſe Cant; And 
to hook the Church of, England into the |f th, 
Abuſe, he tacks a Chaplain to the End of Þ|f pu 


the Deſcription. W's 
Lacy gives an other Proof of the Poets 
2 41. good Wall, but all little Scoribties are not 

worth repeating. © 

In the Doable Dealer the diſcourſe be- 
' tween Maskwell and Saygrace is very no- 
| " table. Maskwell hada delign to:cheat Met- 
lifont of his Miſtreſs, ad engages the Cha- 
| plain in -the Intrigue : Thete mult | bea 
. Levite"inithe cafe;: Forwithoar one of thewd 
have a. finger int, no Plot publicky or pri- 


vate, can expett to pr 


P+ 7l. 


race Nr. Sa grace, 


TE ONT ads. in 
Maskwell calls: out at Sagraces door, Mr. 


Sayg Lot JEN 
| I other anſwers, Sweet ſir I will but 'Y Fo 


. 


pers 


By the Stage. 
the laſt line an Acroſtick, and be 
Fith you £ the AM of £4 E jarulation, 
in the PO an Armen. Oc. © 
Mask. Nay gv04 Mr. Saygrace av not” 
prolong the time, &c. 
Fr race. Tow ſhall prevail, I would break 
im the middle of a Sermon to do you” 
Phaſare.. 

Mask. Toa could not do he a greater 
except —— the buſineſs in hand have you 
provided s Hbit for Mellifont * © 

Saygr. I heve, &c. 


k. have -Jon fich'd- the Gownſſeeve, 


that. he may 
putting it on ? 


be puzled and waſt time in” 


Saypr. 1 have, the Gown will not be Ip. 
aged without" Perplexiry. There” is a little 
_ profane, and abuſive ſtuft behund, 
"The Andes Don Sebaftian ſtrikes 
h' the fides of the 
d borrows the ofthe Turk, 
to urs the Way ſous. He: 
knows the'tranfition from” one Religion 
tothe other is 1, the Application ea- 
ſy, and the Andie but too well prepar'd, 
And ſhould: they be at 2 loſs he has elſe- 
v_— given them a Kyy to underſtand 
Im. 
For Prieſts of all Relis1 tons are the ſame. 
H 4 
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However that the Senſe may be per, 

fealy intelligible, he makes the Invettive 

General, C the e; and rails 

1n the ſtile of Chriſtendom. 

Benducar ſpeaks, 


——— Churchmen tho" they itch ta govern all, 
Are filly, woful, awkard Poliitian, 
They —_ lame Meſchief tho? they mean it well. 


So much the better,” for *tis a _— oy 
are not beaten to the Trade. 


Ling are an Illuſtration taken rom a Tor 
or, 


Their Intreff « not finely drawn and ba, 
But ſeams are cor fl bungled 4 and | fees 


' This Bendacer was 2 rare KEST 
for a firſt Minifter ; And would have tfit- 
ted John of Leyden moſt exaQtly ! 

roche Fo ones Ai the Mufti is Depos'd 
and Captain Tom reads Fn a ſhrewd Jaece 


ture at pa But let that paſs: | 
Togo NE pho. threatens his great 


Patriark ro put him to the Rack. _—_ 

you ſhall hear what an anſwer of! Fortitude 
and Diſcretion is made for the Mufti. 

Matti. 1- hope you will not be ſo barbaroas 

, Fo tortureme, Me may Preach Suffering to 

others, but alefs koly F was is too well pays 

fo 
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10 endure Mays. By the way, if. flin» ?- 55. 


Fleſb, the Poet 1s much a Saint in his Con+ 
ſtitution, witneſs his Dedication of Kijng 
Arthur. | 


In Cleomenes, C aſſandra rails againſt Re» 
ligion-at the Altar, and in the mid(t of a 


publick Solemaity, 


Accursd be thou Graſi-cating fodderd God ! 
Aecurs'd thy Temple! , more accurs'd thy 
Prieſts ! | 


She goes On 1n.a mi bry Huff, and- 
ce the Gods and Prieſthood, with- 


Zontederacy, and Impoſture.',, This Rant 
is- very unlikely at Alex4varis. . No Pev- 
ple are more bigotted 1n their Superſtiti- 
on than the Agyprians ;: Nor any more 
reſenting.of- ſuch an Afﬀerant, Thus Satyr 
then muſt be ſtrangely out of Faſhion, and 
ity, No matter for that ; it may 
work by way of Inference, -and be. ſer- 
viceable at Home. And tis a handſom 
Compliment to Libertines and Atheiſts, 


.. We: have. much ſuch another ſwagge- 


ring againſt Prieſts 1n Oedipus, | 


Why ſeek I Truth from thee ? 

The fmiles of. Courtiers and the Harlots tears, 
The. Tradesmens. Oaths, and Mburning of an 
\_ Sfeir, Are 


uffering is a proof of Holy 


p. 


32. 


Þ. 43. 


Bid. 
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Afe Truths t6 what Prieſts tell. ION 
O why has Prieſthood previlege to Lie, 


And "* to be believ'd ! 


And ſince They are thus Lively, I have 


one word or two to fay to the Play. 

When Agron *brought the News' of 
King Polybas's Death, Oedipus was won- 
derfully fin Ppriz'd at the Relation. 


O all ye Powers #t poſſeple ? what, Dead ! 


And why not ? was the Man invulne- 
rable or immortal? Nothing of tlat : He 
was 6nlyFourfeote and Ter years old, that” 
was his main ſebtrity. And if you wilt 


believe the Poet "he 


Fell like Autumn Frait that mellon*d long, 
Ev n wonafed at becauſe he dropt no ſooner. © 


And which is more, Vedipus muſt be acS 
quaſnted with his Age, having ſpenr the” 
aveateſt part of his time with him at Co- 
+/1th, So that in ſhort, the pith of the 
wary lics im this Circamſtarite.'” A Prince 
of Ninety years vas dead,” and one who' 
was wondred at for dying no ſooner. And 
now wh y ſo much Exclamation upon this 
occaſion * Why muſt all the Porers int 


Being be Sorfmorr'd in to make the News 
Cre- 


i BeoE=IobSs is 


[vole | 


By the Stmge.:- 


Credible? This Poſſe, of Interjedtions IE 
have been more ſeaſonably raiſed if the 
Man had been alive ; for = by the Poets 
Confeflion- had been much the ſtranger 
Thing.” However Oedipws is almoſt out 
of his Wits about the Matter, and is Ur-, 
gent for an account of Particulars. 


That /a the Tempeſt o my 0s may riſe 
By juft leprees, and FA at Jef the Stars. 


This is an empty 4! proportion'd Rant, 
and wy warran in Nature. Or. now 
quity. Sophocles riot repreſett- O2dr- 
p14 10 in fink Rapturesof Extravagant {ur- 

In the next page there's another 

o_ = bas bis Death ſomewhat 

like This, with a Noverint Uni- 

verſi. You - think Oedipas was go- 
ing to make a Bond. | 


Kym, be it known to the limits of theWorld ; 


This is ſcarce Sence, be it known. 


Yet farther, let it p poſe dazling roof 
Th Maſs Go of th ; yy nd fre them deaf 
_ ith Everton ne of T undring Joy. 


"This/Fuſtian puts mein mind of aCou- 


ples of Taylors the Water Poet,” whictkr Jn 
e 
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the Beauty of the Thought are: not very 
unlike. 


What if a Humble Bee ſhould chance to ſtrike, 
With the But-End of an Antarkick Pole. 


POT | | 

I grant Mr. Dryden clears himſelf of 
this A# in his Vindication of the Dake of 
Guiſe. But then "why did he let theſe 
crude Fancies paſs uncorreQed *in his 
Friend ? Such fluttering ungovern'd Tran- 


rts, are fitter for a Boys Declamation 
then a Tragedy, But I -ſhall trouble my 


ſelf nofarther with-this P/ay. To return 
. thercforeto the ment in Hand. 'In the 


Provok'd Wife Sir John Brute on the 
Habit of a yman, counterteits himſelf 
drunk ; quarrels with the Conftable, and 
is knock 
{wears, curſes, is lewd and profanc, to all 


Pro:oleg NE 6 of Madneſs and Debauchery : 


The Officers and» Fuitice break jefts upon 


7: 45:4, him, and make him a fort of Repreſenta- 


tive of his Oraer.' * tat 21/7 

This is rare Proteſtant Diverſion, and 
very much for the Credit of the Reforma- 
rw! The Church of Eng/and, I mean the 
Men of - Her, is the only Communion in 
the World, that will endure ſuch Infſo- 


lences' as theſe: The Relapſe is if poſſhble 
morefingulartly abuſive. Bu the C n 
; wiſhes 


d down: and 1eiz'd. - He rails, 


[7 
Aa 
F 
C 
1 
b 
] 
| 
/ 
\ 
( 
] 
q 


iſhes Now: agree on 
wiſh couple .joy,.in Lan- Alte. 
guage horribly Smutty and Fro To * 7+ 
tranſcribe it would blot the Paper to much, 
In the next Page Towng Faſhion deſires 
Bull to make haſt to Sr. Taxn-belly, Hg 
anſwers very decently, * 4 my good Lord, ,. .. 
At the end of this A# Bull ſpeaks to 
the Caſe of Bigamy, and determines it thus. 
. T doconfeſs to take two Husbands for 'theSatis- 
faFion of— is to commit the Sin of Exorbi- 
tancy, but to do it for the peace of the Spirir, 
is 'n0 more then to be Drunk by way of Phy- 
fuck ; Ws to prevent a Paxents wrath us to 
avoid the Sin of Diſobedience, for when the 
Parent is Angry, the Child is froward ; The 
Concluſion 1s 1infolently Profane, and let 
it he: The ſpirit of this Thought is 
borrow'd from Bea Johnſons Bartholomew- 
Fair, only the Profaneſs is mightily im- 
proved,. and the Abuſe thrown: oft the 
Meeting Houſe, upon the Charch. The 
Wit of the.Parents being angry, and the 
Child froward, is all his own, Bull has 2. 86. 
more of this Heavy ſtuff upon his Hands. 
He tells Towne Faſhion Tour Worſhips good- 
neſs is unſpeakable, yet there is one thing 
ſeems a point of Conſcience ; And Conſcience | 
1s 4 tender Babe, &c. "we 

Theſe Poers I obſerve when They grow 
lazy, and are inclined to Nonſence,, they 
commonly get a Clergy-man to [pea at- 

ws 


EE 


F ' ferment Wine, and a Whore.Let this be procar- 
ed for him, aud Pll warrant thee he ſpeaks 


85. 
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Thus they. paſs their own Dulneſs for 
Humour, and gratific their Eafe, and their 
Malice at once. Coupler inftrutts Toung 
Faſhion which way Bull was to be mana- 
ged. He tells him as Chaplains go now, he 
muſt be. brib'd high, he wants Money, Pre- 


Truth like an Oracle. 
A few Lines forward, the Rudeneſs is 
ſtill more. groſs, and daſh'd with Smut, 
the common rb er 1 Ingredient. *Tis 
not. long before Coupler falls into his old 
Civilities. He tells Toung Faſhion, Laff 
Night the Levil run away with the Parſon of 
F e Living. Afterwards Bwll is plen- 
fully raid 'on in down Tight Bul- 
_—_— made to appear Silly, Servile, 
and Profane ; and treated both in Poſture 
and Language, with the utmoſt Con- 
"1 Gipld' Play 1h 
could cite more Plays to this/purpoſe ; 
But theſe are ſufficient to ſhow the | Te 
per of the Szage,. | 
Thus we fee how hearty theſe People 
are in their Il WM! Em attack 
Religion under every Form, and purſue 
the Prieſthood through 'all the Subdivi- 
ſions of Opinion. Neither-Jews hor Hea- 
thens, Turks nor Chriſtians, Rome nor 
Geneva, Charch nor Conventicle, can &- 
R ſcape 


God be .Worſhip'd in-any Place. *Tis 
true their Force {eldom carries upto-their 
Mahce: T hey are too in the Com- * 


bat to be happy 1n the 10n. 'Fhe 
Abuſe is often both and clumſey, 
and the Wit as wretchetlas the Manners. 


Nay 'T won't always ſatisfy them. 
They dowry: Fob the Habif oo as 
the Function, of the Clergy. *Tis not 
enough for them to jt the Fool unleſs 


they do it in Pontifica/tbus. The Farce 
muſt; be play'd in a Religious Figure, and 
under the Diſtintions of their Office ! 
Thus the Abuſe ftrikes ſtronger upon the 
ſenſe ; The contempt 1s better ſpread, and 
the lirtle des is apt to return upon the 
ſame Appearance. 
And now does this Rudeneſs go upon 
, ny Authorities o wy = mood 
waies thought thus inſigmficant, and do 
erm rand It it 4 Manner ? 
. Phis Point ſhall 'be tried, I ſhall run 
_—_ the moit conſiderable Authors 
that the Reader __ how they treat 
the * Argument. ſtands hi2heſt 
upon the Roll, and is the firſt c both 
in Time, and Quality ; I ſhall therefore cfore 
begin with him. Tis true he wrote 'no 
Plays ; 


' 


Plays; but for Decency, PraQtiſe, and re 
ral Opinion, his Judgment may well be 
taken, Let us ſee then how the Prieſts 
are treated in his Poem, and what fort of 
yy _ RR | L 

Chryſes Anollo's Prieſt appears at a 
Count of War with his 5 ure and 
= Scepter. He offers a valuableRanfom 

r his Daughter; and prefles his Relation 
to Apollo, All the Army excepting Ag- 
memnon are willing to confider his Cha. 
racer, and comply with his Propoſals. 
But this General refuſes to part *with the 
Lady, and ſends away her Father with 
diſreſpet. Apollo thought himſelf affron- 
ted with this Uſage, and revenges the In- 
dignity in a Plague. | 


Hom. 1. 
oY , F 5-2 » V ww 
&. Þ. 3. Ouy#yg Toy Av n7, ir eagunrRact 


& dein. Arpeidvs. 


Ed.Scre- Y 
vel. Aaraſtus and Amphins the Sons 6f Me- 
==... Prophet, commanded a confiderable 


Po extent of Country in Troas, and brought 

a Body of Men to King Priam's Aſliftance. 

Nid. p. 92- And Ennomus the Augur commanded the 
Troops of Myſ#a for the Befieged. 

.Phegeus and Ideus were the Sons of 

2M. Ep. Dares the Prieſt of Yaulcan. They appear 

154- 155-jinanE Page of Quality, and charge Ds 

omedes the 'third Hero in the Greciaw 

Army- 


wy the Stage, 
Army. Idgas after the Misfortune of the 


Combat, is brought off oy Vulcan. Dolo- 
doo was Prieſt to Scamanaer, andrregarded 
ike the God he Belong”s to, 


©4385 I as nem Jnus. 


Vliſſes in his return from Troy, | took 
Iſmarus by Storm, and makes Prize of the 
whole Town, excepting Maron, and: his 
. Family. This Maron was Apollo's Prieſt, 
and preſerv'd out of reſpect to. his Fun- 
Qtion: He preſencs Uliſſes nobly in Gold, 
Plate, and- Wine ; And this Hero makes 
an honourable Mention of him, both as 
to his Quality, agd way of Living. 

Thee are all F Prieſts 'I find Men- 
tioned in Homer ; And we ſee how fairly 
the Poet treats them, and what fort of 
Figure they made in the World. 

o the Teſtimony of: Flomer, I ſhall 
joya that of Yirg:i/, who gho? He follows 
at a great diſtance of Time, was an Au- 
thor of the firſt Rank, and .wrote the 
ſame kitid of Poetry with the other, Now 
Virgil tho* he is very eXtraordinary in 
his Genius, .in the Compaſs of his Lear- 
ning, in the Mufick and Majeſty of his 
Stile ; yet the exaCtneſs of his Judgment 
kems ro be his peculiar, and moſt di- 
ſinguiſhing Talent. He had the truelt 

E Reſifh 


I13 
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Reliſh imaginable, * and always deſcribed 
Things according to Nature, Cuſtom, 
and Decency. He wrote with the grea- 
teſt Command of Temper, and Swuperio- 


rity of good Sexſe. He is never loſt in 


ſmoak and Rapture, nor overborn with 
Poetick Fury ; but keeps his Fancy warm 
and his Reaſon Cool at the fame time: 
Now this great Maſter of Propriety never 
Mentions any Prieſts without ſome Marks 


of Advantage, To give ſome Inſtances' 


as they he in Order. 
When the Trojans were conſulting what 


was to be done with the Mooden- Horſe, 


and ſome were for lodging it within the 
Walls ; Laocoon appearMagainſt this Opi- 
nion at the Head of a numerous Party, 
harangues witha great deal of Senſe, and 
Reſolution, and examines the Machine 
with his Lance. In fine, He- adviſed fo 
well, and went ſo far in the Diſcovery 
of the Stratagent; that if the Trojans had 
not been ungovernable, and as it were 


{tupified by Fate and Folly, he had ſaved 


. the Town.  » 


1rojaque nunc ſtares Priamique arx alta 
Maneres, 


This Laocoon was Neftunes Pricſt, and 
either Son to Priam, or Brother to An- 
| : chiles, 


t—_ - 
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chiſes, who was. of the Royal Family. Rv. i 
The next we meet. with is Pantheus ** 
Apollo*'s Prieſt. He, is call'd Pantheus O- 
triades, which 1s an argument his Father 
was well known. His acquaintance with 
/Eneas to whoſe Houſe he was carrying 
his little Grandſon, argues him ro be a 
Perſon of. Condition. Panthers after a nei 2; 
ſhort relation of the Poſture of Affairs, 
joyns A-xeas*s little Handful of Men, char- 
ges in with him when the Town was 
{eiz'd, and fwed,and at laſt dies Handſomly id. 
in the Action. | | 

The next is Arnius King of Delos, Prince 
and- Prieſt in one Perſon. 


Rex Anins, rex tdein hominum Phebique Aneid 2, 
Saceraos. : 


When Azeas was outed at Troy, and 
in queit of a new Country, he came to 
an Anchor at Delos; Azizus meets him in 
a Religious Habit, receives him civilly, ,,;,. 
and obliges hint with his Oracle, In the 
Book now Mention'd we have another 
of Apollo*s Prieſts, his name 1s Helenus, Son 
of Priam and King of Chaonia. He en- 
tertains A:eas with a great deal of Friend- 
ſhip, and Magnificence, gives him many 
material Directions, and makes him a rich. 
Preſent at parting. "To this Prince if you 

EY pleaſe 
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Pleaſe we may joyn a Princeſs of the ſame 
Profeſſion ; and that is Rhea Silvia Daugh- 
ter-to Numitor King, of Alba, and Mo- 
ther to Romulus, and Remus. This Lady 
Virgil calls regina Sacerdos a Royal 
Prieſteſs. Farther. When. A:neas made a 
Viſit upon Buſineſs to the ſhades Below, He 
had for his Guide, the famous S:bylla Cu- 
2744, who Belong'd to Apollo. When he 
came thither amongſt the reſt of his Ac- 
quantance he ſaw Polybetes a Prieſt of 
Ceres, This Pohbetes 4s mention'd with 
the three Sons of Aztenor, with Glaucas, 
and Therfilochns, who Commanded in 
Cheif in the 'Tr0jan Auxiliaries : So that 
you may know his Quality by his Com- 
pany. When Azeas had paſſed .on far- 
ther, he ſaw Orphews in Elyſium: The 


. Poet calls him the Thracian Prieſt. There 


needs not be much ſaid of Orphens ; He 
1s famous for his skill in Muſick, Poetry, 
and Rehgious Ceremonies, He was one 
of the Hero's of Antiquity, and a principal 
Adventurer in the Expedition for the Gol- 
den-Fleece. | Ly 9/. 
 Inthe Seventh Axeid the Poct gives in 
a Liſt of the Princes, and General Officers 
who came into the Aſſiſtance of Turnus; 
Among{t the reſt he tells you, 


Quin 


By the Stage, 


Quin & Marrubia venit de gente Sacerdos, 


Archippi regis miſſa fortiſſimus Umbro. 


This Prieſt he commends both for his 
Courage and his skill in Phyſick, Natural 
Magick, and Phloſophy. He underſtood 
the Virtue of Plants, and could lay Paſ- 
ſions and Poyſons afleep. His death 
was extreamly regretted by his Country, 


who made a Pompous aud Solemn Mour- 


ning for him. 


Te nemus Angitia wvitrea te Fucinus undg 


Te liquidi flevere lacas. 


The Potitiy, and the Pinar Mention'd 
/Eneid 8, were as Zzvy obſerves, choſen 
out of the firſt Quality of the Country, 
and had the Prieſthood hereditary to their 
Family. To go on, /Emoniaes, and Chlo- 
revs make a gliſtering Figure inthe Feld, 
and are very remarkable for the Curioſity 
of their Armour, and Habit. Amoniades's 
Finery is paſſed over in general. 


Totus collucens yeſte atque inſianibas armis. xz 
X 1%, 


But the Equipage of Chloreas is flou- 
riſh*d out at Length, and as I remember 
admired by Macrobzus as one of the Maſter 
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peices of Virgil in Deſcription. In ſhort ; 

Arcid.in. He is all Gold, Purple, Scarlet, and Em- 

broydery ; and as rich as Nature, Art, and 

Rhetorick can - make him. To theſe I 

might add Rhamnes, Aſjlas, and Tolum- 

Tneid, 9. nius, who were all Perſons of Condition, 

6. 1. and had Conſiderable Poſts in the 

Army. | 

It may be theſe laſt were not ſtrictly 

Prieſts. Their Fun&tion was rather Pro- 

phetick, They interpreted the Reſoluti- 

ons of the Gods, by the voice of Bixds, 

the InſpeQtion of Sacrifices, and their Ob- 

ſervations of 'Thunder. This made their 

Chara&er counted Sacred, and their Re- 

Guther. de- lation to the Deity particular. And there- 

tin; © fore the Romans ranged them in the Or- 
der of the Prieſts. . 

Thus we fee the admired Homer, and 

Virgil, always treat the Prieſts fairly, 

and deſcribe them in Circumſtances of 

Credit: If *tis ſaid that the Inſtances I 

have given are moſtly in Names of Fit#ion, 

and in Perſons who had no Being, unleſs 

in the Poets fancy. I anſwer, 1 am not 

concern'd in the Hiſtory of the Relation. 

Whether the Muſter is true or falſe, *tis 

all one to my purpoſe. This, 1s certain, 

ad the Prieſſs been People of ſuch flen- 

der Conlideration as our Stage Poets en- 

deavour to make them ; they muſt have 
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appear*d in a difterent Figure; or rather 
have been left out as too little for that 
ſort of Poem. But Homer and Vireil, had 
other Sentiments of Matters : They were 
govern'd by the Reaſon of Things, and 
the common uſage of the World. "They 
knew the Prieſthood a very reputable Em- 
ployment, and always eſteem'd as ſuch. 
To have uſed the Prie{s ill, They muſt 
have call'd their own Diſcretion 1n que- 
{tion : They mult have run into impro- 
priety, and fallen foul upon Cuſtom, 
Manners, and Religion. Now *twas not 
their way to play the Knave and the Fool 
together : They had more Senle than to 
do a filly Thing, only for the SatisfaCti- 
on of doing an ill one. 

I ſhall now- go on to enquire what the 
Greek Tragedians will afford us upon the 
preſent Subject. There are but two Plays 


in Aſchylas- where the Miniſters of the 


Gods are repreſented. The oge 1s in his 
Eaumenides, and here Apollo's Prieſiefs only 


- Opens the Play, and appcars no more. The 
.other is in his Seige of Thebes. In this 


Tragedy the Prophet Amphiaraus is one of 
the Seven Commanders againit the Towy. 
He has the Character of a Modeſt, Brave 
Officer, and of one who rather affected ra 


be great in Ation, than Nolle. 
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In Sophocle's Oedipus 'Fyrannus. Jupiter's 
Prieſt has a ſhort part. He appears at the 
Head of an Adareſ5, and delivers the Ha- 
 _ rangueby the King's Order. . Oeapas 1n 
4, rh his Paſſion treats T 'rreſias ruggedly 3 Ti- 

'' reſzs replies with Spirit and Freedom;and 
plainly tell him he was none of 4s Ser- 
vant but Apollo's. 


7bid. 169. 'Ov 3g m1 od Ce S920 and Notice. 


And here we may obſerve that all Oe- 
dipus his reproaches relate to Tirefies*s per- 
{on, there is no ſuch Thing as a 62th! 
putation upon his FunQtion : But the Erg- 
liſh Oedipus makes the Priefthood an Im- 
poſturous Profeſſion ; and rails at the 
whole Order. In the next Tragedy, Creor 
charges Tireſias with ſubornation; and 
that he intended to make a Penny of his 
Prince.. The Prieft holds up his Cha- 
rafter, ſpeaks to the ill Uſage with an 
r;.P-, Air of Gravity, calls the King So», and 
15 forctells him his Misfortune, © 

- Togo onto Euripides, for Sophocles has 
nothing more. * Thus Poet 1n his Pheniſſe 
brings in Ti:refizs with a very unaccepta- 
ble report from the Oracle, He tells Creox 
that either his Son muſt die, or the City be 
lot. Creon keeps himſelt within Temper, 
and gives no ul] Language. And even 
TR mn (0 when 
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when Menecius had killd himſelf, he Zwix 
neither complains of 'the Gods, nor re-, _ 


proaches the Propher. 
+ In his Bacche, Tireſizs is honourably 


uſed by Cadmus ; And Pentheus Who guch. 
threatned him, is afterwards puniſh'd for — 
his Impiety. In another Play Apollo's 7, Al 6. 


Prieſteſs. comes in upon a creditable ac- 


count, and is reſpeatfully treated. Iphige- Ihr. in 


nia Ag amemnon* Daughter is made Prze/t- 
eſs to Diam, and her Father thought 
himſelf happy in her Employment. Theſe 
are all the Prieſts I remember repreſented 
in Evripides, To conclude the antient 


Tragedians together : Seneca {cems to fol-, 


low the Condu&@ of Exripzaes, and ſecures 
Tireſizs from being outraged. Oedipas car- 
ries it ſmoothly with him and only deſires 
him to out with the Oracle, and de- 


clare the Guilty Perſon. This Tireſizs ex- ordip. 


cuſes, and afterwards the Heat of the ex- 
poſtulation falls upon Creov. Calchas if 
not ſtrictly a Prieſt, was an Auger, and 
had a Religious Relation. Upon this ac- 
count Az amemnon calls him” interpres Deo- 
rum; The Reporter of Fate, and the God's 


Character. 
This Author is done ; I ſhall therefore 
paſs on to the Comedians. And. here, A4- 


riſtophanes is {0 declared an Atheiſt, that 
I 


FT in Tas. 


. . Trad. A. 
Nuntio; And gives him an honourable LS 193- 
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I think him not worth - the citing. - Be- 
ſides, he has but little upon the Argument : 
And where he docs engage it, the Prieſts 
have every jot as good Quarter as the Gods, 
As for Terence, he neither repreſents any 
Prieſts, nor {ſo much as mentions them! 
Chryſalus in Plautus deſcribes T heotimus 
B:ectid, Diana's Prieſt, as a Perſon of Quality, and 
At-2-5 3 Figure. In his Rudens we havea Prieft- 
c/s upon the Stage, which ts the only In- 
xr, 4; {tance in tlus Poer. She entertains the 
5. 4.2. 3 two Women who were wrecked, and is 
commended for her hoſpitable 'Temper. 
The ProcurerLabrax {waggers that he will 
Force the Temple, and begins the Attark. 
Demades a Gentleman, is {urprized at his 
Inſolence,and threatens him with Revenge. 
' The report of fo bold an attempt made hum 
_* Cry out. Qres homo eit tanta Confidentia ; 
gu axnaja auaeat Violare? It ſeems 
uw thoſe Days *twas very infamous to af- 
front a Holy Charatter, and break in up- 
on the Guaras of Religion / Thus we 
tec how the Antient Pocts behaved them- 
iclves in the Argument. Przeſts feldom 
@ppear in their Plays. And .when. they 
come *tis Buſinets' of Credit that brings 
them. They arc treated hke Perſons of 
Condition. They Act up to their Rela- 
110n ; neither incak, nor prevaricate, nor 
do any thing unbecoming their Oihce. 


And 


Flut. Rin. 
Awe 5s, 


15y the *Dtage. 123 

And now a word or two of the Ms- 
derns. ' Wee | 

The famous Corxeille and Moliere, bring, 2 
no Prieits of any kind upon the Stage. 
The former leaves out Tireſias in his Oedi= _ 
pus: Tho? this Omiſſion balks his Thought, Kk 
and maims the Fable. What therefore but 
the regard to Religioncould keep him from 
the uſe of this Liberty ? AsI aminform'd. 
the ſame Reſervedneſs is prattis'd in Spain, 
and Traly: And that there 15 no Theatre 
in Earope excepting the Ezeliſh, that cn- 
tertains the Audience with Prieſts. 

This is certainly the right method, and 
beſt ſecures the Outworks of Piety. The 
Holy FunCGtion 1s much too Solemn to be 
play'd with. Chriſtianity 1s tor no Fooling, 
neither the Place, the Occaſion nor the 
Aﬀtors are fit for ſuch a Repreſentation. To 
bring the Church into the. Playhouſe, is 
the way to bring the Playhouſe into the 
Church, "Tis apt to turn Religion into 
Romance; and make unthinking People 
conclude that all Serious Matters are no- 
thing but Farce, Fiction, and Deſizn. ”Tis 
true che Tragedzes at Athens were a ſort of 
Homilies, and defign'd for the Inſtruction 
of the People: 'T'o this purpoſe they arc 
all Clean, Solemn, and Sententious. P/au- 
tus likewile informs us that the Comedians 
uſed to teach the People Morality. "The Rd. A. 4+ 
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caſe ſtanding thus *'tis leſs ſuprizing to 
find the Preeſts ſometimes Appear. The 
Play had grave Argument, and Pagan In- 
dulgence, to plead in its behalf. But our 
Poets ſteer by an other Compaſs. Their 
Aim 1s to deſtroy Religion, their Preach- 
ing is againlt Sermons; and their Buſj- 
neſs, but Diverſion'#t the beſt. In ſhort, 
Let the Charafter be never ſo well ma- 
naged no Chriſtian Przeſt (C eſpecially, ) 


« 


ought to come upon the Sage. For where 
the Buſineſs is an Abuſe, and the place a 
Profanation ; the demureneſs of the-Man- 
ner, is but a poor excuſe. Monſieur Racine 
1s an Exception to what IT have obſerv'd 
in France, In his Athalia, Foida the High- 
Prieſt has a large part. But then the 
Poet 'does him Juſtice in his Station ; he 
makes him Honeſt and Brave, knd gives 
him a ſhining CharaQer throughout. 
Mathaxz is another Prieſt in the ſame Tra- 
gedy. He-turns Renegado, and revolts 


trom God to Baa/, He 1s a very ill Man 


but makes a confidcrable Appearance, and 


is one of the Top of Athaliahs FaQtion. 
And as for theBlemjſbes of his Lite, they all 
{tick upon his own Honour, and reach 
no farther than his Perſon: In fine the 
Play is a very Religious Poem; *Tis 
upon the Matter all Sermon and Anthem. 
.And if it were not deſigned for the The- 
ire, } have nothing to obicct.. Let 
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Let us now juſt look over our own 
Country-men till King Charles the Second. 
Shakeſpear takes the Freedom to.repreſent 


the Clergy in ſeveral of his Plays : But 


for the moſt part he holds up the Faur- 


tion, and makes them neither AA, nor - 


Suffer any thing mhandſom. In one Play 
or two He 15 much bolder with the Or- 
der. * Sr. Hugh Evans a Prieſt is too Comi- 
cal and Secular in his Humour. ,How- 
ever heunderitands his Poſt, and converſes 
with the any t ug 1 

tin Loves Labour loſt the Curate plays 
he Febl egregioully ; And 10 hes the 
Poet too, for the whole Play is a very 
filly one. In the Hiſtory of Sr. John Ola- 
Caſtle, Sr. John, Parſon of Wrotham Swears, 
Games, Wenches, Pads, Tilts, and Drinks: 
This 1s extreamly bad, and hke the Au- 
thor of the Relapſe &c. Only with this 
diflerence ; Shakeſpeers, Sr. John has ſome 
Advantage in his Character. He appears 
Loyal, and Stout ; He brings in&r. Joh 
Acton, and other Rebels Prifoners. He 1s 
rewarded by the King, and the Judge uſcs 
him Civilly and with ReſpeQt. In ſhort He 
is repreſented Lewd, but not Little; And 
the Diſgrace falls rather on the Perſon, 
then the Office. But the Rehapſers buli- 
neſs, is to ſink the Notion, and Mur- 
ther the Character, and make the Fun- 
ction, 
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Aion deſpicable : So that upon the whole, 
Shakeſpear is by much the gentiler E- 
nemy. +» 

Towards the End of the Silent Woman, 
Ben Johnſon brings 1n a Clergy-man, and 
a Civilian in their Habits, But then he. 
premiſes a handſom Excuſe, acquaints 
the Audience, that the Perſons are bur 
borrow?®d, and throws 1n a 'Salvo for the 
Henour of cither profeſſion. In the"Third 
Am, we have another Clerogz-man ; He 
- 1s abuſed by Cztberd, and a little by Moroſe. 
But his Lady checks him for the ill Bree- 
ding of the Uſage. In his Magnetic Lady, 
Tale of a Tub, and Sad Sheapherd, there 
are Prie/ls which manage but untowardly. 
But theſe Plays were his laſt Works, which 
Mr. Drydez calls|his Dotages. "This Au-- 
thor has no more Prieſts, and therefore 
we'll take Leave. 

Beaumont and Fletcher in the Faithful 
Shepheardeſs, The Falſe one, 4 Wife for a 
Month, and the K12ht of Malta, give, 
us both Prieffs and Biſhops, part Heathen 
and part Chriſtian : Bur- all of them ſave 
their Reputation and make a creditable 
Appearance. 'I he Prieſts 1n- the Scornful 
Lady, and Spaniſh Curate are ill uſed. 
The firſt 3s made a Fool, and the other 
a Knave. Indeed they ſeem to be brought 
in on purpoſe to make ſport, and diflerve 
Religion 
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Religion. And ſo much for Beaumont and 
Fletcher. PA 

Thus we fee the Engliſh Stage has 
always been out of Order, but never to 
the Degree tis at preſent. 

TI ſhall now take Leave of tHe Poets, 
and touch a little upon Hiſtory and Argu- 
ment. OY 

And here I ſhall briefly ſhew the Right 
the Clergy have to Regard, and fair Uſage, 
upon theſe Three following Accounts. 


I. Begauſe of their Relation to the Deity. 

I. Becauſe of the Importance of their Of- 
fee. 
IIT. They have preſcription for their Pri- 
vilege. Their Funttion has been in Poſſeſſe- 
on of Eſteem in all Ages, and Countries. 


I. Upon the account of their Relation ts 
the Deity. 

The Holy Order is appropriated to the 
Divine Worſhip: And a Prieft has the 
iar Honour to Belong to nothing leſs 
then God "Almighty. Now the Credit of 
the Service always riſes in proportion to 
the Quality and Greatneſs of the Maſter. 
And for this Reaſon 'tis more Honourable 
to ſerve a Prince, than a private Perſon.. 
To apply this. Chriſtian Przefts are the 
Principal Miniſters of Gods Kingdom. 

- Thev 
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They Repreſent his Perſon, Publiſh: his 
Laws, Paſs his Pardons, and Prefide in 
his __—_— To expoſe a Prieſt mucti 
more to burleſque his FunCtionis anAﬀeont 
to the Diety. All indignities done to Am- 
baſſadors, are interpreted upon their Ma- 
ſers, and reveng*d as ſuch. To outrage 
the Miniſters, of Religion, is 1n effe& ro 
deny the Being, or Providence of God ; 
And to treat: the Brble like a Romance. 
As much' as to ſay the Stories of an 
other World\are nothing but a little Prieſt 
craft, and therefore I am reſolv'd,te Laſh 
the Profeſſion. But to droll the 
Inſtitutions of God ; To make his Mini- 
ſters cheap, and his Authority contempti- 
ble; To do this is little leſs than open de- 
fyance. Tis a ſort of Challenge to awa- 
ken his Vengeance, to exert his Omni- 
potence; and” do Right to his Honour. 
If the Profeflion of a Courtier was un- 
faſhionable, a Princes Commiſhon thought 
a Scandal, and the Ag ifracy laught at 


for their Buſineſs ; the Monarch had need | 


look to himſelf in time ; He may conclude 
his Perſon is deſpis'd, his Authority-hut 
a Jeſt, and the People ready either to 
change their Maſter, or ſer up for them- 
ſelves. Government and Religion, no lets 


than Trade Subliſt upon Reputation. *Tis 


rue God can't be Depoſed, neither does 
ne 
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his Happineſs depend upon Homage. But 
ſince he does not Govern by Omniporerice; 
ſince he leaves Men to their Liberty, Ac- 
knowledgment muſt ſink, and Obedience 
decline, 1n proportion to-the Leſſenings-of 
Authority. How provoking an Indignity 
ofthis kind muſt be, is eaſy ro imagine.” 
IT. The Fun&tions and Authorities of 
Religion have a great Influence ' on So- 
ciety.' The Intereſt” of- this Lite lies very 
much in the Belief of another. © So that 
if our Hopes were bounded with Sighr, 
and Senſe, if Eternity was out of the Caſe, 
General Advantage; and: Publick Reaſon, 
and Secutar Policy, would oblige us to be 
juſt to the Prieſthood. For Prieits,” and 
Religion always ſtand and fall together; 
Now Religion is the Baſis of -Govern- 
ment, and Man ts a wretched Compani- 
on without it. When Conſcience takes 
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its Leave, Good Faith, and Good Nature - 


goes with it. Atheiſm is all Self, Mean 
and Mercenary, The Atheiſt has no 


' Hereafter, and therefgre will be ſute to 


make the moſt of this World. ' Intereſt, 
and Pleaſure, are the Gods he Worſhips, 
and to' theſe he'll Sacrifice every Thing: 
ele. 
III. The Prieſ-hood ought to be fairly 
treated, . becaule ir has preſcription 
for this Privikege. This is ſo evident a 


K Fruth; _ 


130 DThe-Clergy Abuſed 


Truth,. that there is hardly any Age or 
try, but affords ſufficient Proof: -& 
" ' Diſcourſe uppn this Subje&t wauld 
_ bea ure Book, but I ſhall juſt skim it 
over-and paſs on. and _. | 
- 1#, For the Jews. YJoſephws tells us the 
De B:ll. Line, of Aaron made ſome of the beſt Pe- 
Fudnic. digrees, and that the Priefts were reckon'd 
among the Principal Nobility. 
By the Old Teſtament we are inform'd 
Deur 1 -. that, the High-Prie#t was the Second Per- 
's. 10. fon in the Kingdom. The Body of that 
2 Chron. Order had Civil Juriſdiction, And the 
7% Priefts continued Part of the Mafiftrac 
Math. 21, inthe time of our Saviour, Jehozada the 
——— High-Prie#t was thought an Alliance: big 
Pay 09.00 enough for the Royal Family. He Mar- 
ty os rin Kings Daughter; His Intereſt and 
Authority was fo great that he broke the 
Uſurpation under Arhalia ; and, was at 
2- Chron. theHead of the Reſtauration. And laſtly the 
* 2+ Aſſamoman Race were both Kings and 
Foſeph. Prieſts. 

To Proceed. The Agyptiar Monarchy 
was one of the moſt antient and beſt po- 
liſh'd upon Record. - Here Arts and Sci- 
ences, the Improvment of Reaſon, | and 
the Splendor of - Life had its firlt Riſe. 
Hither *twas that Plato and moſt of the 

Celebrated Pluloſophers travel'd for their 
Learning, Now 1n this Kingdom the 
| Prieſts 
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Prieits made no vulgar Figure. Theſe 
with the Military Men were-the Body of 


the Nohiles, and Gentry. Beſides. the . 
eligion, the Przeits were the . 


Buſineſs of 
Publick Axnal:zts and kept the Records 
af Hiſtory, and Government, They were 
many .of them bred in Courts, for- 


med the Education of their Princes, 4 "I 
ole 


d 
aſſiſted at gheir Councils, When 7 ph 
was Viceroy of Agypr, and in all t 

height of his Pomp, and Power, the King 
Married him to the Daughter of Poc-- 


13k 


pherah Prie#t of On. The Text ſays Pha- Sen. 4": 


raoh gave him her to Wife. This ſhows, 
"6 nt was deliberate Choice,* and, 
Royal Favour, no ſtoopyng of Quality, 
X Condeſcenfions of Love, on. Joſeph's 
ide. Bk 19 998 
To paſs on. The Perſian Magi, and 
the ,Draids, of Gaul were of a Religious 
Profeſſion, and confign'd - to ' the Service 
af the Gods. Now all theſe were at the 
upper End of the Goverament, and had 


a. great ſhare of Regard and Authority. ph. d: 
The Body. of the Indians as. Diodorus $1- fin: 


Lib. 4. C4- 


eulws reports is divided into Seyen parts. jar de Bell. 
The firit is the Claz of the Br amines, the 2.86 Lib. 


Prieſts, and Philofophers of that Coun- 
try. © This Diviſion 1s the leaſt in Num- 
ber, but the firſt in Degcee. Their - Pri- 
© vileges are extraordinary. They are ex- 

| K 2 empted 
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*empted from Taxes, and Live Indepen- 
© dent of Authority. They are called to 
© the Sacrifices, and take care of Funerals ; 
* They are look'd on as the Favourites 
* of the Gods, and thought skillful in the 
© Dottrins of an other Life: And 5 ho 

* theſe accounts are largely conſider'd in 
* Preſents, and Acknowledgment. The 
Prieſteſſes of Argos were ſo Conſiderable, 
that 7 ime is dated from them, and they 
ſtand for a Reign in Chronology. The 
Brave Romans are commended by Polybias 
for their Devotion to the Gods; Indeed 
they gave great Proof of their being in 
earneſt; For when thier Cheif Magiftrates, 
their Conſuls themſelves, met any of 
the Yeſtals, they held down their F aſces, 
and ſtoop'd their Sword and Mace to Re- 

10N. 
ſig The Prieſi-hood was for ſometime con- 
fin'd to the Patrician Order, that is to 
the Upper Nobility. And afterwards the 
Emperours Were generally High-Prieſts 
themſelves. The Romans in dittreſs en- 
deavour*d tomake Friends with Cortolanns 
whom they had bamiſh'd before. To 
this purpolethey furniſh'd out ſeveral So- 
lemnu Embaſayes. Now the Regulation of 
the Ceremony, and the Remarks of the 
Hiſtorian ; plainly diſcover that the Boay 
of the Priefts were thought not inferror 
$0 


; 
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to any other. One - Teſtimony from Ty 
and T have done. *Tis.in his Harangue 
to the College of the Prieſts. Cum mult a 
drvinitus, Pontifices, a majoribas noſtris in- 
venta atque 'inſtituta ſunt; tum nihil pre- Ne _ 
clarias qaum quod vos eoſdem et Relig ioni- 
bus Deorum immortalium, & ſurmme Ret 
pablice preeſſe voluerunt. &C. i. e, Amon 
the mary laudable Inſtances of our Anceſtors 
Prudence, and Capacity, I know nothing bet- 
ter contrived then their placins your Order 
at the Helm, and ſetting the ſame Perſons 
at the Head both of Religion, and Govern- 
ment, "Thus we ſee what Rank the Prie/t- 
hood held among the Jews, and how Na- 
ture taught the Heathen to regard it. And 
is it not now poſleſsd of as fair pretences 
as formerly ? Is Chriſtianity any difad- 
vantage to the Holy Oilice. And does 
the Dignity of a Religion lelſen the Pub- 
lick Adminiſtrations in't ? The Prieſts of 
the moſt High God and of Idolatry, can't be 
compared without Infury, To argue for 
the Preference is a Reflection upon the 
. Creed. ?Tis true the Jewiſh Prieſt-hood 
was inſtituted by God : Burt every I hing 
Divine 1s not of Equal Conſideration. 
Realities are more valuable than Types ; 

And as the Apoſtle argues, the Order 

of Melchizedeck is greater than that of 
Aaron, The Author, (I mean the 1mme- z:;, 


K 3 diate 


Lhe 
diate vne, ) 
and the End, of the' Chriſtian Prieſi-hood, 
are more Noble than thoſe of the Jewiſh. 
For is not Chri# greater than Moſes, 
Heaven better than the Land of Caraay, 
and the Excharift to be prefer'd to all the 
Sacrifices, and Expiations of the Law? 
Thus the Right, and the Reaſon of Things 
ſtands. And as for Fat, the Chriſtian 
World have not been backward in their 
Acknowledgments. Ever fince the firit 
Converſion of Princes, - the Prie3t-hood 
has had no ſmall ſhare of Temporal Ad- 
vantage. The Codes, Novels, and Church 
Hiftory, are Sufficient Evidence what Senſe 
Conſtantize and his Succeſiors had of theſe 
Matters. Bur I ſhall not detain the Rex- 
der in remote Inſtances. 

To proceed then to Times and Coun- 
cries more generally known. The Peo- 
ple of Frame are branched into three Di- 

Daviiz Viſions, of theſe the Clergy, are the Firſt, 

Filmers And in conſequence of this Privilege, at 

Freevale”, the Aſſembly of the States, they are firſt 

14.” admitted to Harangue before the King. 

| In Hungary the Biſhops are very Con- 
ſiderable, and ſome of them great Officers 

Mireus De of State, In Poland mm are Senators that 

"4.4. 15 part of the Upper Nobleſs., In Muſco- 

aire 7 the Biſhops have an Honourable Sta- 

ur tion : #nd rhe Preſent Czar 1s deſcended 
trom 


73+ 


Clekgy Abuſed 


% 
. 


Authorities, the Buſineſs, 


By the Stage, 
from the Patriarchal Line. I ſuppofe.I 
need ay nothing of Iraly. In Spain the Sees 
generally are better endow*dthan elfwherc, 
and Wealth alwaies draws Confiderati- 
on. The Biſhops hold their Lands by a 
Military Noble Texare, and are excuſed 
from Perſonal Attendance. 
toward an end ; They are Farls and Dukes 
in France, and Soveraign Princes, in, Ger» 
many. In. England the Biſhops are Lords 
of Partiament: And the Law inplain words 
diſtinguiſhes the Upper Houſe into the Spir1- 
taal and Temporal Nobility. And leveral 
Statutes call the Biſhops Novles by dirett 
Implication. To mention nothing more, 
therr Heraldry 15 regulated by Garter, and 
Blazon'd by Stones, which none under the 
Nobility can pretend to. In this Country 
of ours, Perſons of the Firſt Quality have 
been in Orders; To give an Inſtance of 
ſome few, Odo Brother tro William the 
Conquerour Was Biſhop of Baieux, and Earl 
of Kent, King Srephens Brother was B:- 
ſhop of Wincheſter, Nevill Arch-Biſhop 
of Tork was Brother to the Great Earl 
of Warwick, and Cardinal Pool was of the 
Royal Family. To come a little lower, 
and to our own Times. And here we 
may reckon not a few Perſons of Noble 
Deſcent in Holy Orders. Waitncls the 


Berklyes, Comptons, Montaoues, (crews, 


K 4 and 


And to come . 
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and Norths ; "The Anneſleys, Finches, 
Greybams &c, And as for the Gentry, 
there are not many good Familes in Exe- 
lard, but either have, or have had a Cler- 
£y-man in them, 

In ſhort; The Prieſt-hood is the pro- 
feſſion of a Gentleman, A Parſon notwith- 
ſtanding the ignorant Pride of ſome Peo- 
ple, is a Name of Credit, and Authori- 
ty, both in Religion, and Law. The Aa- 
aition of Clerk 1s at leaſt equal to that of 
Gentleman. Were it otherwiſe the Pro- 
feſſian would in many caſes be a kind of 
Puniſhment. But the Law is far from be- 
ing {o fingular as to make Orders a Dil- 
advantage to Degree. No, The Honour 
of the Family continues, and the FHeral- 
ary 1s every jot as ſafe in the Church, as 
'twas in the State. And yet when the 
Laity are taken leave of, not Gentleman 
but Clerk is uſually written. This Cu- 
ſtom 1s an argument the Change is not 
made for the worſe, that the Spiritual 
Diſtinction 1s as valuable as the- other ; 
And to ſpeak Modeſtly, that the firſt Ad- 
dition is not loſt, but Cover'd. Did the 
Subject require it, this Point might be far- 
ther made good. For the {tile of a high- 
er Secular Honour is continued as well 
with Prie/t-hood as without it. A Church- 
man who 1s either Baronet, or Baron, 
| writes 
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By -the Stage. 
writes himſelf ſo, notwithſtanding His 
Clerkſhip. Indeed we can't well. ima- 
gine- the Clergy degraded from Pater- 
nal Honour without a ſtrange RefleCtion on 
the Country; without ſuppoſing Juliar at 
the Helm, the Laws Antichriſtan, and 
Infidelity tn the very Conſtitution. To 
make the Miniſters of Religion leſs upon 
the ſcore of their Fun&ion, would be a 
Penalty on the Goſpe/, and a contempr 
.of the God of Chriſtianity. *TI 1s our -Sa- 
viours reaſoning ; He that deſpiſes you, de- 


I hope what I have offer'd on this 
Subject will not be miſunderſtood. There 
is no Vanity in neceſſary Defence, To 
wipe oft Aſperſions, and reſcue Things 
trom Miſtake, is but bare huſtice : Belides, 
where the Honour of God, and the Pub- 
lick Intereſt are concern'd, a Man 1s bound 


to ſpeak. To argue from a reſembling 
Inſtance. Com- 


He that has the I, : 
miſſion ought to Maintain it, To let ir 
{uffer under Rudencſs is to betray it. To 
be tame and filent in ſuch cafes, 1s not 
Modeity but Meanneſs, Humility obliges 
no Man to dcſert his Truſt ; To throw 
up his Privilege, and prove falle to his 
Charater. And 1s our Saviours Autho- 
rity inferiour to that of Princes ? Are 
the Kingdoms. of this World more C 

| rious 


S, 
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ſpiſes Me, and he that Dejpiſes Me, Deſptſes = 


Him that ſent Me. 
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rious than that of the next ? And: can the 


Concerns of Time be greater than thoſe 
of Eternity ? If not, the reaſoning above 
mention'd muſt hold in the Apphecation.. 
And now by this time I conceive the 
ill Manners of the Stage may be in ſome 
meaſure apparent ; And that the Cleryy 
deſerye none of that Coarſe Uſage which 
It puts upon them. TI confeſs I know no 
Profeſſion that has made a more credita- 
ble Figure, that has better Cuſtoms for 
their Privileges, and better Reaſons 'to 
maintain them. And here ſetting aſide the 
point of Conſcience, where lies the De- 
cency of falligg foul upon this Order ? 
What Propriety is there in Miſrepreſenta- 
tion ? Inconfounding ReſpeQs, diſguiſing 


Features, and painting Things ous of all 


Colour and Complexion? This croffing 
upon Nature and Reaſon, 1s great Igno- 
rance, and out of Rule. And now what 
Pleaſure 1s there in Misbehaviour and A- 
buſe? Is it ſuch an Entertainment to fee 
Religion worryed by Atheiſm, and Things 
the moſt Solemn and Significant tumbled 
and tolt by Buffoons ? A Man may laugh 
ar a Puppy's tearing a Wardrobe, bur 
I think *rwere altogether as diſcrect to beat 


him off, Well! butthe Clergy milmanage 


ſometimes, and they mult be told of their 
Faults. What then? Are the Poets their 
Ordizarics? Is the Pulpit under the Dif- 

| . cipline 
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cipline of the Stage? And are thoſe fit to 


correft the Church, that are nor fit to 
come into it ? Beſides, What makes them 


fly out upon the Fauntion ; and rail by 


wholeſale ? Fs the Prreithood a crime, and 
the ſervice of Goda Diſadvantage? I grant 
Perſons and /F hings ate notalways ſuited. 
A good Pgft may be ill kept, but then the 
Cenſure ſhould keep clote to the Fault, 
and the Office not ſuffer tor the Manager. 
The Clergy may have their Failings ſome- 
times like athers, but what then ? 'The 
Charater is {jill untaraiſh'd. Ihe Mex 
may be Little, but the Przeſts are not fo, 
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And therefore like other People, they ought . 


to be treated by their be{t Diſtinction. 

Tf *tis Objected that the Clergy in Plays 
are commonly Chaplains, And that theſe 
Belonging to Perſons of Quality they were 


_ to repreſent them ſervile and ſub- 
mifſhive | 


Tothis I Anſwer 

1//, In my former remark, that the 
Stage often outrages the whole Oraer, 
without regard to any particular Office. 
But were 1t not ſo 1n the 

24. Place, They quite overlook the 
Character, and miſtake the Buſineſs of 
Chaplains, They are no Servants, neither 
do they Belong to any Body, but God Al- 
mighty. 'This Point I have fully proved in 
another, Treatiſe, and thither. I refer the 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Stage-Poets make their Principal Per- 
ſons Vitious, and rewara them at the 


End of the Play. 


H E Lines of Virtue and Vice are 
Struck out by Nature in very Le- 

gible Diſtin&tions ; They tend to a diffe- 
rent Point, and in the greater Inſtances the 
Space between |them is eaſily perceiv*d. 
. Nothing can be more unlike than the Ori- 
inal Forms of theſe Qualities : The Firit 
= all *the {weetneſs, Charms, and Gra- 
ces imaginable ; The other has the Airof 
a Poſt 11] Carved into a Mozſter, and looks 
both fooliſh and Frightful together. Theſe 
are the Native Appearances of good and 
Evil : And they that endeavour to blot the 
Diſtin&tions, to rub out the Colours, or 
change the Marks, are extreamly to blame. 
*Tis confeſſed as long as the Mind is a- 
wake, and Conſcience goes true, there's 
no fear: of being impoſed on. But when 
Vice 15 varniſh'd over with Pleaſure, an 
comes in the Shape of Convenicnce, the 
caſe grows ſomewhat dangerous ; for then 
| the 
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the Fancy may be gain'd, and the Guards 
corrupted, and Reaſon ſuborn'd againſt 
it ſelf. And thus a Di#/g«iſe often paſſes 
whenthe Perſon would otherwiſe be ſtopr. 
To' put Lewareſs into a Thriving con- 
dition, to give it an Equipage of Quality, 
and to treat it with Ceremony and Re- 
ſpeQ, is the way to confound the Under- 
ſtanding, to fortifke the Charm, and to 
make the Miſchief invincible. Innocence 
is often owing to Fear, and Apperite 1s 
kept under by Shame ; But when theſe 
Reſtraints are once taken off, when Profit 
and Liberty lie on the ſame fide, and a 
Man can Debauch himſelf into Credit, 
what can be expected in ſuch a caſe, but 
that Pleaſure ſhould grow Abſolute, and 
Madneſs carry all beforeit ? The Stage 


ſeem eager to bring Matters to this IſTue ; 


They have made a conſiderable progreſs, 
and are ftill puſhing their Point «with all 
the Vigour wmaginable. If this be not 
their Aim why! 1s Lewdreſs ſo much con- 
ſider'd in CharaQter and Sueceſs ? Why 
are their Favourites: Atheiftical, and their 
fine Gentleman debauched ? To what pur- 
poſeis Vice thus prefer'd, thus ornamen- 
ted, and careſs'd, unleſs for Imitation ? 


'That matter -of Fa& ſtands thus, I ſhall 


make good by ſeveral Inſtances: To be- 
gm then with their Men of Breeding and 


' Figure. 


gh | 
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Figure.  Wiad-blood fets up for Debaxch- 

Moh A- exy, Ridicules Marriage, and Swears .by 
og P3* Mahomet. Bellamy makes {port with the 
Mok, A- Devil, and Lorenzo 1s. y igus and calls 
frol- 2:57» his Father Bewdy Magiſtrate. Horver js 
Spaniſh horridly Smutty, and Harcourt talle to, his 
#yar. Þ. Friend who uſed him kindly. Jn the 
— ,y Plain Dealer Freeman talks coarſely, cheats 
wife. p theWiddow,debauches her Son, and makes 
3% 2p, bm undutiful. Bellmour is Lewd. and 
Double Profane, And Mellefont | puts Careleſs wn 
Dealer. t- the beſt way he can to debauch Laay 
3' * Plant. Thele Sparks generally Marry 
up the Top Ladys,and thole that do not;are 

» brought to no Pennance, but go, off with 

the Character 'of Fine - Gentlemen :,;Ja 
Don-Sebaſtian, Antonio an ftheiſtical Bully 

is rewarded with the: Lady, Moraimg, 

'and half: the Muffty's Eſtate. Yalezetine 

Love fr 1n Love for Love is ( if I mayocall him) 
Love. Þ. the Hero of the Play; "Tha Spark ce 
9% Poet would paſs. for a Peron of; Yirtye, 
but he ſpeaks to' late. "Tis true, He was 
hearty in his Aﬀe&tion to Ange/ics. Now 
without queſtion, to be.in Love with a 

fine Lady of 30000 Pounds. 15 ;a great 
Virtue ! Bur then abating this fingle Com- 
mendation, Yalentine is altogether - com- 

_ f " pounded of Vice. He is a prodigal De- 
6, 7. :5- bauchee, unnatural, and Protane, Obſcene, 
$1. 9: Sawcy, and undutiful, And yer this ,Li- 
bertins 
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ſordid Slavery in Marriage, that turns the 
flowing Tide of Honour, and ſinks it to the 


By the Stage, ”. 
bertine is crown'd for the Man of Merit, 
has his Wiſhes thrown into his Lap, 
and makes the Happy Exit. I perceive 
we ſhould have a rare fer of 'Yorenes if 
theſe Poers had the making 'of them !? 
How they hug a Vitious CharaQter, and 
how profuſe are they in their Liberaltties 
ro Lewdneſs? In the Pr ovok'd Wife, Con- 
ſtant Swears at Length, ſolicits Lady 
Brute, Confeſſes himſelf Lewd, and pre- 
fers Debauchery to Marriage. He handles 
the laſt Sybjett very nondly and worth 
the Hearing. There # (ſays he ) 4 poor 
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loweſt ebb of Infamy. *Tis a Corrupted Soil, 

It Nature, Avarice, Sloth, Comardize, and 
Pirt, are all its Produtt, —But then Confan- 
cy(alias Whoring) is a Brave, Free, Hanghty, 
Generous, Agent. This is admirable ſtuff both 

for the Rhetorick and the Reaſon ! The ». :5- 
CharaQter of Toung Faſhion in the qr 

is of the ſame Staunchneſs, but this ' the 
Reader may have in another Place. 

To ſum up the Evidence. A fine 
Gentleman, is a fne Whoring, Swearin 
Smutty, - Atheiſtical Man, Theſe Qual: 
hcations it- feems compleat the | [des of 
Honour, They are the Top-Improve- 
ments' of Fortune, and the diſtinguiſhing 
Glories of Birth and Breeding ! This » 
the 
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Immorality Encouraged 

the Stage-Teit for Quality, and thoſe that 
can'r ſtand it, ought to be Diſclain's, 
The Reſtraints of Conſcience and the 
Pedantry of Virtue, are unbecoming 2 
Cavalier: Future Securities, )and Reach- 
ing beyond Life, are vulgar Proviſions: 
Tf he falls a Thinking at this rate, he tor- 
feits his Honour ; For his Head was only 
made to run againſt a Poſt ! Here you have 
a Man of Breeding and Figure that bur- 
lefques the Bible, Swears, and talks Smut 
to Ladics, ſpeaks ill of his Friend be- 
hind his Back, and berraties his Intereſt. 
A fine Gentleman that has neither; Ho- 
ne{ty, nor Honour, Conſcience, nor Man- 
ners, Good Nature, nor civil Hypocricy. 
Fine, only in the Inſignificancy of Life, the 
Abule *oft Religion and the Scandals of 
Converſation. Theſe Worſhipful 'FThings 
are thePoets Favourites ;T hey appear _ 
Head of the Faſhion; and ſhine' in Cha- 
rater, and Equipage. If there is any Senſe 
ſtirring, They mult have it, tho? the reſt 
of the Stage {ufter never {o much by the 
Partiality.And what can be the Meaning of 
this wretched Diſtribution of Honour ? 
Is it not to give Credit: and Conntenance 
to Vice, and to ſhame young People ovit 
of all pretences to Conſcience, and Regu- 
larity * They ſeem forc'd to turn Lewd 
12 their own Defence : "They can't other- 
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wiſe juſtifie themſelves to the Faſhion, nor 
keep up the CharaQter of Gentlemen : Thus 
People not well furniſh'd with THT 
and Experience, are debauch*d both in Pra- 
Qtiſe and Principle. And thus [Religion 
grows uncreditable, and paſſes for ill Edu- 
cation; The Stage ſeldom gives Quarter 
to. any Thing that's ſerviceable or Signi- 
hcant, but perſecutes Worth, and Good- 
neſs under every Appearance. He that 
would be ſafe from their Satir muſt take 
care to diſguiſe himſelf in Vice, and hang 
out the Colours of Debauchery. How 
often is Learning, Induſtry, and Fruga- 
lity, ridiculed in Comedy ? The rich Ci- 
tizens are often - Miſers, and: Cuckolds, 
and the Univerſities, Schools of Pedantry 


"FE upon this ſcore. In ſhort ; Libertiniſm 


and Profaneſs, Dreſſing, Idlenefs, and Gal- 
lantry, are the only valuable Qualities: 
As if People were not apt enough of 
themſelves to be Lazy, Lewd, and Ex- 
travagant, unleſs they were prick'd for 
ward; and provok'd by Glory, and Re- 
putation; "Thus the Marks of Honour, 
and *Inftamy are miſapplyed, and the I- 
dea's of Virtue and Vice "confounded. 
Thus Monſtrouſneſs goes for Proportion, 
and the Blemiſhes oft Human Nature, 
make up the Beauties of it. 


[. The 
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The fine Ladies are of the ſame Cut 
with the Gentlemen ; Morarma 1s {canda- 
louſly rude to her Father, helps him to a 
Da Scbeft beating, and runs away with Arztozio. An- 
Love for gelica talks fawcily to her Uncle,and Beliz- 
Lmve. p. 20 aa confeſles her Inclination for a Gallant. 
w99p p And as I have obſerv*d already, the Top- 

Ife, P54 + E544 L 
Chap, 1, 1nag Ladics in the Mock Aſtrologer, Spa- 
& 2.% wiſh Fryar, Country Wife, Old Batcheloar, 

Orphan, Double Dealer, and Love Trium- 
 phant, are {mutty, and ſometimes Pro- 
fane. 
And was Licentiouſneſs and irrehgion, 
alwaics a mark of Honour ? No; I don't 
perceive but that the old Poers had an 
other Notion of Accompliſhment, and 
bred their people of Condition a. different 
way. Philolaches in Plautus, faments his 
being debauch'd; and dilates upon the Ad- 
Moſt, Vantages of Virtue, and Regularity. Luſe- 
A. 1. 2. teles another Young, Gentleman diſputes 

handſomly by himiclt againſt Lewdnefs. 
Trim. And thediſcourſe between him and Phzltois 
I Moral, and well managed. And after- 
4. 2. 2. wards he laſhes Luxury and Debauching 
with a great deal of Warmth, and Sartir. 


ric Chremes in Terence1s a modeſt young Gen- 
A. 3- 3. tleman, he 1s atraid of being ſurpriz'd by 


Thais, and ſeems carctul not to fully his 
Reputation. And Pamphilus in Hecyra re- 
ED ſolves rather to be govern'd by Duty, than 
4. 2. 4, Inchnarion. | Plans 
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Plautns's Pinacium tells her Friend Pa- 

vegyric that they ought to acquit them- 

ſelves fairly to their Husbands, tho? Theſe 

ſhould fail intheir Regards towards them. 

For all good People will do juſtice tho? 

they don't receive it. Lady Brare in the *': 4: 

Provok'd Wife is govern'd by different  * 

maxims. She isdebauch'd with 11] Uſage, 

ſays Virtue ts an Af, and a Gallant's worth þ. ;. 


forty on't., Pinacium goes on to another 


Head of Duty, and declares that a Daugh- 
ter can never reſpect her Father too much, 
and that Diſobedience has a great deal of _. ,, 
ſcandal, and Lewdneſs in't. The Lady |” + 
Jacinta as I remember does not treat her 
Father at this rate of Decency. Let us 
hear a little of her Behaviour. -'I he Mzck 
Aſtrologer makes the Men draw,and trights 
the Eadys with the Apprehenſion of a 
Quarrel. Upon this; 7heodofia crys what 
will become of uus ! Jacintn anſwers, we'll 
die for Company : nothing wvexes me but that 
I am not a May, to have one thruſt at that | 
malicious old Father of mine, before 1 go. Þ-50- 
Afterwards the old Gentleman Alonzo 
threatens his Daughters with a Nunnery. 
Jacinta ſpars again and ſays, 1 would have 
thee to know thou graceleſs old Man, that 1 
defy a Nunnery : name 4a Nunnery once more 
and 1 diſown thee for my Father. 1 could 


carry on the Compariſon between the old 
| BY and 
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and Modern Poets ſomewhat farther. But 
this may ſuffice. 

Thus we ſee what a fine time Lewd 
People have on the Enzliſh Stage, No Cen- 
ſure, no mark of Infamy, no Mortihcation 
mult touch them. They keep their Ho- 
nour untarni{h'd, and carry oft the Advan- 
tage of their Character. They are ſet up 
for the Standard of Behaviour, and the 
Mafters of Ceremony and Senſe. Andat 
laſt that the Example may work the better, 
they generally make them rich, and hap-_ 
py, and reward them with their own De- 
tires. | 

Mr. Drydez in the Preface to his Aock- 
Ahſtrologer, conteſles himſelt blamed - tor 
this Prattiſe. For making debauch*d Per- 
ſons his Protagonults, or chief Perſons of the 
Drama ;, And for making them happy 11 the 
Concluſion of the Play, againſt the Law of 
Comedy, which it to reward Virtue, and pu- 
niſh Vice, To this Objection He makes a 
lame Defence. And an{wers 

1ſt. That he knows no ſuch Law conſtantly 
obſerv'd in Comedy by the Antient or Modern 
Poets, What then ? Poets are not always 
cxattly in Rule. Ir may be a good Law 
tho? *tis not conſtantly obſerv'd, ſome 
Laws are conſtantly broken, and yet 
ne*re the worſe for all that. He gocs on, 
and pleads the Authorities of P/antas, and 
Terence, I grant there are Inſtances of 
Favour 
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Favour to vitious young, People in thoſe 
Authors, but to this I reply 
1/f. That thoſe Poets had a greater com- 
paſs of Liberty 1n their Www Debau- 
chery did not lie under thole Diſcourage- 
ments of Scandal, and penalty, with them 
as it does with us. Unleſs therefore He 
can prove Heatheniſm, and Chrifianity 
the- ſame, his precedents will do him little 

ſervice. 
2ly. Horace who was as good a judge 
of the Stage, as either of thoſe Comedians, 
ſeems to be of another Opinion. He con- 
demns the obſcenities of Plante, and tells 
you Men of Fortune and Quality in his 
time; would not endure 1immodeſt Satir.; 
He continues, that Poets were formerly ad- 
mired for the great ſervices they did. For 
teaching Matters relating to Religion, and 
Government; For refining the Manners, 
tempering the Paſhons, and improving 
the Underſtandings of Mankind : For ma- 
king them more uletul in Domeſtick Rela- 
tions, and the publick Capacities of Life. 
This is a demonſtration that Vice was not 
the Inclination of the Muſes in thoſe days ; 
and- that Horace beleiv'd the chief buſineſs 
of a Poem was, to Inſtruct the Audience. 
He adds farther that the Chorms ought to 
turn upon the Argument of the Drama, 
and ſupport the Deſign of the A#s, That 
Ei3 They 
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They ought to ſpeak in Defence of Vir- 
tue, and Frugality, and ſhow a Regard 
to Religion. Now Yrom the Rule of the 
Chorus, we may conclude his Judgment 
for the Play. For as he obſerves, there 
mult be a Uniformity between the Chorus 
and the Ads :; They muſt have the ſame 
View, and beall of a Piece. From hence 
"tis plain that Horace would have no im- 
moral Charatter have either Countenance 
or good Fortune, upon the Srage. If *tis 
ſaid the very mention of the Chorus ſhews 
the Directions were intended for Trage- 
ay. To thus 
I anſwer, that the Conſequence 1s not 
good. Forthe uſe of a Choras is not incon- 
ſiſtent with Comedy. The antient -Come- 
dians had it. Ariſtophanes is an Inſtance. 
] know ?*tis ſaid the Chorus was left out 
in that they call the New Comedy. ButTI 
can't ſee the concluſliveneſs of this Aſer- 
tion. For. Ariſtophanes his Plutus is New 
(Comedy with a Chorzs in't. And Ari#otle 
who lived after this Revolution of the 
Stave, mentions nothing of the Omiſſion 
of the Chorus. He rather ſuppoſes its con- 
tinuance by ſaying the Chorus was added 
by the Government long after the Invention 
of Comedy. "Tis true Plautas and Terence 
have none, but thoſe before them proba- 
bly might. 1/-/2ere has now reviv'd them ; 
Mg T2 nd And 
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And Horace might be of his Opinion, for 
ought wee know to the contrary. 

Laſtly. Horace having exprefly men- 
tioned the beginning and progreſs of Co- 
medy, diſcovers himſelf more fully : He 
adviſes a Poet to form his Work upon 
the Precepts of Socrates and Plato, and 
the Model: of Moral Philoſophy. This 
was the way to preſerve 1ecency, and 
to aſſign a proper i'ate and Behaviour to 
every Charatter, Now if Horace would j,;. 
have his Poet govern'd by the Maxims of 
Morality, he mult oblige him to Sobricty 
of Conduct, and a juſt diſtnbution of Re- 
wards, and Puniſhments. 

Mr. Drydex makes Homewards, and 
endeavours to fortific himſelf in Modern 
Authority. He lets us know that Bez 
Johnſon 'after whom he may be proud ta Err, 
erves him more than one example of this 
Condatt ; That in the Alchemiſt s notorius, ,, -,...c. 
where neither Face nor his Maſter are 4jrol. 
corrected according to their Demerits. 
But how Proud foever Mr. Drydez may 
be of an Errour, he has not {ſo much of 
Ben Jorfen' s company as he pretends. His 
Inftance of Face &#c. in the Alchemi#t is 
_ notorious againſt his Purpoſe then 
or it. 

For Face did 'not Council his Maſter 
Lovewit to debauch the Widdow ; neither 
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is it Clear that-the Matter went thus far. 
He might gain her conſent upon Terms 
of Honour for ought appears to the con- 
trary. *Tis true Face who was one of 
the Principal Cheats 1s Pardon'd and con- 
ſider*d. - But then his Maſter confeſſes 
himſelf kind: to a fault. -He owns this 
Indulgence was a Breach of Juſtice, and 
unbecoming the Gravity of an old Man. 
And then dcfires the Audience to excuſc 
him upon the Score of the "Temptation. 
But Face continued in the Couſenage till the 
laſt without Repentance. Under favour I 
conceive this is a Miſtake. For does not 
Face make an Apology before he leaves 
the Stage ? Does he not ſet himſelf at the 
Bar, arraign his own Practiſe, and caſt 
the Cauic upon the Clemency of the Com- 
pany ? And are not al! theſe Signs of ' the 
Diſlike of what he had done ? Thus care- 
ful the Poet is to prevent the Ill Impreſ- 
ſions of his P/ay! He brings both Man 
and Maſter to Confeſſion. He diſmiſſes 


.them . ike Malefattours ; And moves for 


their Pardon before he gives them their 
Diſcharge. But the Mock-Aſtrologer has a 
gentler Hand : Wild-Blood and Jacinta 
are. more generoully uſed : There is 


no Acknowledgment exacted ; no Hard- 
ihip put upon them : 'They are permit- 
ted to talk on in their Libertine way to 
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the Laſt: And take Leave without the 
leaſt Appearance of Reformation. 'The 
Mock- Aſtrologer urges Ben Johnſon's Silent 
Woman as an other Precedent to his pur- 

ſe. For there Dauphine confeſſes hin- 
ſelf in Love with all the Collegiate Lady's. 
And yet this naughty Dauphine is Crowned 
in the end with the Poſſeſſion of his Uncles 
Eſtate, and with the hopes of all his Miſtreſſes. 
This Charge, as I take it, is ſomewhar 
too ſevere I grant Dazphine Profeiles 


himſelfin Love with the Collegiate Ladies 


at firſt, But when they invited him to 
a private Viſit, he makes them no Promiſe; 
but rather appears tired, and willing to 
diſengage. Dauphine therefore is not al- 
together ſo naughty as this Author repre- 
ſents him. 

Ben Johnſon”s Fox 1s clearly againſt Mr. 
Dryaez. And here I have his own Con- 
feſſion for proof. He declares the Poets 
end in this Play was the Puniſhment of Vice, 
and the Reward of Virtue, , Ben'was forced 
to ſtrain for this piece of Juſtice, ahd 
break through the Unity of Deſign. This 
Mr. Drydez remarks upon him : How 
ever he is pleaſed to commend the Per- 


formance, and calls it an excellent Fifth 


Act. 
Ben Johnſon ſhall ſpeak for himſelf af- 
terwards in the Charatter of a Critick ; 
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h In the mean time I ſhall take a Teſtimo- 
= ny or two from Shakeſpear, And here we 
1 may obſerve the admir'd Faltaffe goes off 
| in Diſappointment. He is thrown out 
of Favour as being a Rake, and dies like 
a Rar hehind the Hangings. The Plea- 
ſure he had given, would not excuſe him. 
The Poet was not fo partial, as to let his 
Humour compound for - his Lewdneſs. 
Tf *tis .objected that this remark 1s wide 
of the Point, becauſe Falftaffe is repre- 
ſented in Tragedy, where the Laws of 
Juſtice are more ſtrickly obſerv'd To 
this -I anſwer, that you may call Feary 
the Fourth and Fifth, Tragedies if you 
pleaſe. Bur for all that, Falſtaffe wears 
no Baskins, his CharaQter is pertealy Co- 
mical trom end to end. : 
 _Thenext Inſtance ſhall be in Flowerdale 
the Prodizal, "This Spark notwithſtan- 
ding his Extravagance, makes a lucky 
-.. -, Hand ont at laft, and marries tp. a rich 
ci.4, Tadv. Bur then -the Poet qualifies lim 
tor 1s good Fortune, and mends his Man- 
ners with his Circumftances. He makes 
himxepent, and teave off his Intemperance, 
Swearing &c. And when his Father warn'd 
him againſt a Relapſe, He anſwers very 
toberly, 
Heaton helpins me Ple hate the Conrſe of Hell, 
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I could give ſome inſtances of this kind 
out of Beaumount and Fletcher, But there's 
no need of any farther Quotation ; For 
Mr. Dryden 1s not ſatisfied with his Apology 
from Authority : He does as good as own 
that this may be conſtrued no better than 
defending, one ill practiſe by another. To 
prevent this very reaſonable objection he 
endeavours to vinglicate his Precedtts from 
the Reaſon of the Thing. To this pur- 
| poſe he makes a wide difference between the 


Rules of Tragedy and Comedy. That Vice 


muſt be impartially proſecuted in the firſt, be- 


cauſe the Perſons are Great &#c. 

It ſeems then Executions are only for 
iwgyiri 6 and Quality, Juice is not 
to ſtrike much lower than a Prince, Pri- 
vate People may do what they pleaſe. 
They are too few for Miſchief, and too 
Little for Puniſhment ! "This would be 
admirable Doctrine for Newpate, and give 
us a general Goal-Delivery without more 
ado. But in Tragedy ( ſays the Mock 
Aſtrologer. ) the Crimes are likewiſe Hor- 
rid, {10 that there is a neceflity for 
Severity and Example. And how ſtands 
the matter in Comedy ? Quite otherwiſe. 
There the Faults are but the ſallies of Toath, 
and the Frailties of Human Nature. For 
Inſtance. There is nothing but a little 


Whoring, Pimping. Gaming, Profanels . 


©c, And who. could be ſo hard hearted 
to 
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to give a Man _ Trouble for This? 


Such Rigours would be ſtrangely Inhu- 


mane! A Poet is a better natur'd Thing 


I can aſſure you. Theſe little Miſcar- 


rages move Pity and Commiſeration, and are 
not ſuch as muit of neceſſity be Puniſh'd, 
This is comfortable Caſuiſtry ! But to be 
Serious. Is Diſſolution of Manners ſuch a 
Peccadillo ? Does a Proftigate Conſcience 
deſerve nothing but Commiſeration ? And 
are People damn'd only for Humane Frail- 
ties ? I perceive rhe Laws of Religion and 
thoſe of the Szage differ extreamly ! The 


ſtrength of his Defence lies in this choice 


Maxim, that the Cheif End of Comedy is 
Delizht, He queſtions whether In#truttion 
hs any thing to do in Comedy ; If it has, he 


is ſure "tis no more then its ſecondary end : 


For the buſineſs of the Poet is'to make you 


laugh, + Granting the Truth of this Prin- 
ciple, I ſomewhat queſtion the ſervicea- 
bleneſs of it. For is there no Diverſion 
to be had unleſs Vice appears proſperous, 
and rides at the Head of Succeſs. One 
would think ſuch a prepoſterous, diſtri- 
burion of Rewards, ſhould rather 
{ſhock the Reaſon,and raiſe the Indignation 
of the Andience, - To laugh without rea- 
ſon 1s the Pleaſure of Fools, and againſt 
it, of ſomething worſe. The expoſing of 
Knavery, and making Lewareſs ridiculous, 


1s a much better occaſion for Laughter. 
And 
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And this with*ſubmiſſion I take to be the 
End of . Comedy. And therefore it does 
not differ from Tragedy in the End, but 
in the Means. Inftrufttion 1s the princi- 
pal Deſign of both. 'The one works by 
Terror, the other by Intamy. *Tis true, 
they don't move in the ſame Line, but 
they mect in the ſame point at laſt. For 
this Opinion I have good Authority, be- 
ſides what has been cited already. 

1/t. Monſieur Rapin afhrms © That De- 
© light 1s the End that Poetry aims at, but 
* not the Principal one. For Poetry being 
* an Art, ought to be profitable by the qua- 
<lity of it's own nature, and by the Eſlen- 
© tial Subordination that all Arts ſhould 


* have to Polity, whoſe End in General is 7 ga 
©the publick Good. This is the Judg-%©* 


* ment of Ariſtotle and of Horace his chief 
© Interpreter. ' Bea Johnſon in his Dedica- 
tory Epiſtle of his Fox has ſomewhat: con- 
ſiderable upon this Argument; And de- 
claims with a great dcal of zeal, ſpirit, and 
g00d Senſe, againſt the Licentiouſneſs of 
the Stage, He lays it down for a Princi- 
ple, © That *tis impoſſible to be a good Peer 
* without being a good May, That he 
' ©(a good Poet ) is {aid to beable to inform 

* Young Men to all good Diſcipline, and 
*enflame grown Men to all great Virtues 
© &c,—— That the general complaint was 
* that the Writezs of thoſe days had no- 
* thing 
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* thing remaining in thent of the Dignity 
© of a Poet, but the abuſed Name. "I hat 
* now, eſpecially in Stage Poetry, nothing 
* but Ribaldry, Profanation, Blajphemy, all 
© Licence of Offence to God and Man, 1s 
* practiſed. He confeſles a great part of 
* this Charge is over-true, and is ſorry he 
* dares not deny it. But then he hopes all 
*are not embark'd in rhis bold Adventure 
* for Hell. For my part ( ſays he) I can, 
© and froma moſt clear Conſcience affirm ; 
©'That I have ever trembled to think to- 
** wards the leaſt Profaneſs, and loath*d the 
* Uſeof ſuch foul, and unwaſh'd Bawdry,; 
*aS 15 now madethe Food of the Scepe, — 
* Theencreaſe of which Luit in Liberty, 
* what Learned or Liberal Soul does not 
* abhor ? In whole Erterlades nothing but 
*the Filth of the Time is utter” d ——wath 
* Brothelry able to violate the Earof a Pa- 
*24n, and Blaſphemy, to turn the Blood of 
*a Chriſtian to Water. He continues, 
*that the Infolence of theſe Men had 
* brought the Mzſes into Diſgrace,and made 
* Poetry the lowelt ſcorn of the Age. He 
* appeals to his Patrons the Unzverſitres, 
* that his Labour has been heretofore, and 
* moſtly in this his lateſt Work, to reduce 
*not only the antient Forms, but Manners 
* of the Scexe, the innocence and the Doc- 
* trine, Which1s the Principal End of Poeſy, 
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© toinform Men 1in the beſt Reaſon of Li- 
*ving. Laſtly he adds, that © he has imi- 
* tated the Conduct of the Antients in this 
* Play, The goings out ( or Concluſions ) 
* of whoſe Comedtes, were not always joy- 
* ful but oft-times the Bawds, the Slaves, 
« the Rivals, ye and the Maſters are mul- 
(ted, and fitly, it being the Office of a 
© Comick Poet ( mark that!) to imitate Ju- 
« ſtice, and Inſtrutt to Life cc. Say you fo ! 
Why then if Be# Johnſoz knew any thing 
of the Matter, Divertiſment and Laugh- 
ing is not as Mr. Drydez affirms, the Chief 
End of Comeay. Thus Teitimony 1s {o ve- 
ry full and .clear, that it needs no ex- 

laining, nor any enforcement from Rea- 
oning, and Conlequence: 

And becauſe Laughing and Pleaſurc 
has ſuch an unlimited Prerogative upon 
the Stage, I ſhall add a Citation or two 
from Ariſtotle concerning this Matter. 
Now this great Man © calls thoſeButtoons, 
*and Impertinents, who rally without any 
* regard to Perſons or 'Things, to Decency, 
* or good Manners. Thar there is a grear 
* difterence between Ribaldry,and handiom 
*Rallying. He that would pertorm ex- 
*atly, muſt keep within the CharaQter of 
* Virtue, and Breeding. He goes on, and 
*tells us that the old Comedians enter- 


"tain'd the Audience with Smut, but the 
* Moder 
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* Modern ones avoided that Liberty, and 


©orew more reſerv*d. This latter way he 
y ſays was much more proper and Gentile 
* then the other. That in his Opinion 
* Rallying, no leſs than Railing, ought to 
©be under the Diſcipline of Law ; That 
© he who is ridden by his Feſts, and minds 
* nothing but the buſineſs of Laughing, is 
© himſelt Ridiculous. And that a Man of 
*Education and Senſe, is ſo far from going 


. © theſe Lengths that he wont ſo much as 


*endure the hearing ſome fort of But- 
© foonry. | . | 
And as to the point of Delight in ge- 
neral, theſame Author aftirms, <© that ſcan- 
*dalous Satisfactions are not properl 


_ ©Pleaſures.' ?Tis only Diſtemper, and falſe 


© Appetite which makes them palatable. 
*And a Man that is ſick, {eldom' has his 


*Talt true. Beſides, {uppoling we throw 


'© Capacity out of the Queſtion, and make 
- © Experiment and Senſation the Judge ; 


* Granting this, we ought not to chop 
* at every Bait, nor Fly out at every 
©'Thing that ſtrikes the Fancy. "Themeer 
* Agreablenets mult not overbear us, with- 
* out diſtinguiſhing upon the Quality, and 
* the Means. Pleaſure how charming {ſo- 
* ever, muſt not be fetched out *of Vice. 
© An Eſtate is a pretty thing, but if we 
* purchaſe by Falſhood, and Knavery, 
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* Knavery, 'we pay too. much fort. Some 
© Pleaſures, are Childiſh and others abo- 
© minable ; And upon the whole, Pleaſure, 
@abſolutely ſpeaking, is no good Thing, 
And fo much for the Philoſopher. And 
becauſe Rzbaldry 1s uſed for Sport, a paſ- 
ſage or two from Quintilian, may not be 
unſeaſonable. This Orator does not only 
Condemn the groffer Inſtances, but cuts 
off all- the Doable-Entendre's at a Blow. 
He comes up to theRegularity of Thought, 
and tells us *that theMeaning,as well as the 
*Words of Diſcourſe mult be unlfullied. 
And «n the ſame Chapter he adds that * A 
* Man of Probity has always a Relerve 
*in his Freedoms, and Converſes within 
* the Rules of Modeſty, and Character. 
* And» that Mirth at the expence of Vir- 
tue, 15 an Over-purchaſe, - Niminm enim 
riſus pretium et ſi probitatis impendio con- 
tat, | 
Thus we ſ{ce how theſe great Maſters 
quality Diverſion, and tie it up to Pro- 
viſoes, and Conditions. Indeed to make 
Delight the main buſineſs of Comedy is an 
unreaſonable and dangerous Principle. It 
opens the way to all Licentiouſnels, and 
Confounds the diſtinction between Mirth, 
- Madneſs. For if Diverſion is the 
Chef End, it muſt be had at any Price, 
No ſerviceable Expedient mult be _—_ 
ML tho' 


De Mor. 
Lb. to, 
Cap. 2. 


Inflitut: 
Lib. E; 
C, 


> 


3+ 


uy 


Immorality Encouraged 


tho? never ſo ſcandalous. And thus the 
' worſt Things are ſaid, and the beſt abus'd; 
Religion 1s inſulted, and the moſt ſerious 
Matters turn'd into Ridicule/ As if the 
Blindſide of an Audience ought to bc 
careſs*d, and their Folly and Atheiſm en- 
tertain'd.in the firſt Place. Yes, it the 
Palate 15 pleas'd, no matter tho* the Body 
is Poyſon'd! For can one die of an-eaſier 
Diſeaſe than Diverſion ? But Raillery a- 
part, certainly Mirth and I aughing,with- 
out reſpect to the Cauſe, are not ſuch 
ſupreme Satisfactions! A man has ſome- 
times Pleaſure in loſing his Wits. Fren- 
ſy, and Poſſeſſion, will ſhake the Lungs, 
and brighten the Face; and yet I ſuppoſe 
they are not much to be coveted. How- 
ever, now we know the- Reaſon of the 
Profaneſs, and Obſcenity of the Szage, of 
their Helliſh Curling, and Swearing, and 
in ſhort of their great Induſtry to make 
God, and Goodneſs Contemprtible : ?Tis 
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all ro Satisfie the Company, and make | * 
People Laugh! A moſt admirable juſtifi- Þ © 
cation / What can be more engaging to t 
an Auatence, then to ſee. a Poer thus A- | 
theiſtically brave ? To ſee him- charge up | < 
to the Canons Mouth, and dety the Ven- || * 
geance of Heaven to ſerve them ? Beſt [ 
there way be {omewhat of Convemie 4 


in the Catc., To fetch Diverſion out of 
In- 


wy the Stage. 


Innocence 1s no ſuch caſy matter. There's 
no ſucceeding, it may be in this method, 
without Swear, and Drudging. Clean 
Wit, inoffenſive Humour, and handſom 
Coatrivance, require '1'1me, and T hought. 
And who would be at this Expence, when 
the Purchaſe is {o cheap another way ? 
"Tis poſſible a Poet may not alwaies have 
Senſe enough by him for ſuch an Occa- 
ſion. And: ſince we arc upon ſuppoſals, 
it may be the Azdence 1s not to be gain'd 
without ſtraining a Point, and giving a 
Looſe to Conſcience: And when People 
are ſick, are they not to be Humour'd ? 
In fine, We muſt make them Laugh, right 
or wrong, tor D*/;2ht 1s the Cherf End of 
Comedy. Delig ht * He ſhould have ſaid 
Debauchery : That's the Engliſh of the 
Word, and the Conſequence of the Pra- 
Qtife. Bur the Original Delign of Comeay 
was otherwiſe: And granting 'twas not 
ſo, what then? It rhe Ezas of "Things 
are naught, they mult be mended. Mil- 
chief is the Chict end of Malice, would it 
be then a Blemiſhin Ill Nature to change 
Temper, and relent into Goodneſs ? *Fhe 
Chief Ed of a Madman it may be 1s to 
Fire a Houſe, mutt we not then bind 
hign in his Bed? 'To conclude. It De- 
light without Reſtraint, or Diſtinction, 
withour Conſcience or Shame, 1s the Su- 
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po Law of Comedy, 'twere well it. we 
1d leſs on*t. Arbitrary Pleaſure, 1s more 
dangerous than Arbitrary Power. No- 
thing is more Brutal than to be aban- 
don'd to Appetite; And nothing more 
wretched than to ſerve in ſuch a Deſign. 
The Moeck- Aftroloper to clear himſelf of 
this Imputation, 1s glad to give up his 
Principle at Laſt. Leaſt any Man ſhould 
think ( fays He) that I write this to make 
L ibertiniſm amuable, or that I cared not to 
aebaſe the end, and Inſtitution of Comedy. 
(It ſeems then Delieht is not the Chief 
end.) 1 muſt farther declare that we make 
not Vitious Perſons Happy, but only as Hea- 
ven makes Sinners ſo. &c. It this will hold, 
all's well. But Heaven does not forgive 
without Repentance. Let us fee then 
what Satisfation he requires from his 
IWild-Blood, and what Dicipline he puts 
him under. Why, He helps him to his 
Miſtreſs, he Marries him to a Lady of 
Birth and Fortune. And now do you 
think He has not made him an Example, 
and puni{H'd him to ſome Purpoſe ! Theſe 
are frightful Severities!/ Who would be 
vitious when ſuch Terrors hang over his 
Head? And does Heaven make Sinners 
happy npon theſe Conditions ? Sure {qggne 
People have a good Opinion of Vice, or 
a very Ul one of Marriage, otherwiſe _ 
woulc 
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would have Charged the Penance a lit- 
tle more. But I have nothing farther 
with the Mock- Aſtroloper. 

And now for the Concluſion of a Chap- 
ter, I ſhall give ſome Inſtances of the 
Manners of the Staze, and that with re- 
{pect to Poetry, and .Cexemony. Manners 
in the Language of Poetry, 3s a iropricty 
of Actions, and Perſons. To ſucceed in 
this bulineſs, there muſt always be a re- 
gard had to Age, Sex, and Condition: 
And nothing put.into the Mouths of Per- 
ſons which diſagrees with any oftheſeCir- 
cumſtances. *1is not enough to fay a 
witty Thing, unleſs it be ſpoken by a 
likely Perſon, and upon a Proper occa- 
lion, But my Deſign will lead me to 
this Subje& afterwards, and therefore I 
ſhall ſay no more of it at preſent, but 
proceed to apply the Remark, 

One Inſtance of Impropriety in Manners 
both Poetical and Moral, 1s their ma- 
king Women, and Women of Quality 
talk Smuttily. Thns I have proved upon 
them already, and could cite many more 
places to the ſame Purpoſe were it ne- 
cellary. | 

But I ſhall go on, and give the Rea- 
dgr ſorng other examples of Decency, 
Judgment, and Probability. Dox-Sebaſ- 
tian will help us in ſome meaſure. Here 
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the Muftr makes-a fooliſh Speech to the 
Rabble, and jeſts upon his own Religi- 
on. He tells them, tho? your Tyrant 15 4 
Lawful Emperour, yet your Lamwful Empe- 
rour is but a Tyrant, That ys” for th 
rour is a "Tyrant _is moſt Manifeſt, for you 
were born to be RE he he play'd the 
Turk with you, And now 1s not this Man 
fir to Manage the Alcoran, and to, be ſet 
up for on Oracle of State ? Captain Tom 
ſhould have had this Speech by right : 
But the Port had a farther Deſign, and 
any thing 1s 200 enough for a. Mufts. 


Ll 


Sebaſtian after all the violence of his 
Repentance, his graſping at ſelf Murther, 
and Reſolutions for rhe Cell, 1s ſtrangely 
pleaſed with the Remembrance of his Iz- 
ceſt, and wiſhes the Repetition of it : And 
Almeida out of her Princely Modeſty, and 
lingular CompunCtion, is of the ſame 
mind. This 1s ſomewhat ſurpriſing ! 
Dedipues and Jocaſia in Sophocles don't Re- 
pent at this rate. No: 'The horror of 
the firlt Diſcovery continues upon their 
Spirits : They never relapſe into any fits 
of Intemperance, nor entertain them- 


* felves with a lewd Memory. This fort 


of Behaviour is not only more Irſtructive 
but more Natural too. It being wery un- 
likely one ſhould wiſh the Repeating a 
C.rime, when He was almoſt Diſtracted 
al 
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on't, tho* *twas comitted under all the 
Circumſtances of excuſe. Now ,when Ig- 
norance and meer Miſtake are {ſo very 
diſquicting, *tis, very ſtrange it a Man 
ſhould plague his Mind with the Aggrava- 
tions of Knowledge; LocarryAv erfion and 
Deſire, in their full ſtrength upon the 
ſame Object ; To fly and purſue with fo 
much eagerneſs, is ſomewhat Unuſual. 
It weſtep to the Spaniſh Fryar He will 
afford us a Flight worth the obſerving. 
Tis part of the Addrefles of Torri/mond 


to Leozora. o 


Tou are ſo Beautiful þ 

So wondrous Fair, you juſtifie Rebellion ; 

As if that faultleſs Face could make no Sin, 
But Heaven by looking on it muſt forgive, 


Theſe are ſtrange Compliments ! Tor- 
riſmond calls his Queen Rebel to her head, 
. When he was both her General and her 
Lover. This is powerful Rhetorick to 
Court a Queen with ! Enough one would 
think to have made the Affair deſperate. 


But he has a Remedy at hand. The 


Poets Noſtram of Profanels cures all. He 
does as good as tell Her, ſhe may Sin as 
much as ſhe has a mind fo. Her Face 
is a+ Protection ro her Conſcience. For 
M 4 
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| Heaven 1s under a neceſſity to forgive a 


Handſom Woman. - To fay all this ought 
to bepaſs'd over in Torriſmond on the ſcore 
of his Paſſion, is to make the Excuſe more 
{ſcandalous than the Fault, if poſſible. Such 
Raprtures are fit only for Bed/am, or a place 
which I ſhan't name. Love 7riumphant 
will turniſh another Rant not altogether 
inconfiderable. Here Celadea a Maiden 
Lady when {ſhe was afraid her Spark would 
be marricd to another, calls out preſently 
for a Chaos. She1s for pulling the World 
about her ears, tumbling, all the Elements 
together, and expoſtulates with Heaven 
for making Humane Nature otiterwiſethan 
it ſhould have been. | 


Great Nature break thy chain that links to- 
gether - : 
1he Fabrick of this Globe, and make a Chaos, 


Like that within my Soul, —— 


Now to my fancy, if ſhe [had call'd , 
for a Chazr inſtead of a Chaos, trip'd off, and 
kept her folly to her ſelf, the Woman had 
been much witer. And ſince we have ſhown 


our Skill in vaulting on the High Ropes, 


a little Tamblins on the Stage, may not 

do amiſs for variety. 
Now then fora jeſt or two. Dor Go- 
mez ſhall begin : And here 1ie give us 
| ; q 
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a Gingle .upon the double meaning of 
a word. . 

I think, fays Dominick the Fryar, it was my 
good Angel that ſent me hither ſo opportunely. 
Gomez {uſpetts him, brib'd for no credi- 
table buſineſs and anſwers. 

Gom. Ay, whoſe good Angels ſent you bi- 
ther, that you know beſt, Father. 

Theſe Spaniards will entertain us with 
more of this fine Raillery. Colonel Sar- 
cho in Love Triumphant has a great ſtroak 
at it. He ſays his Bride Dalinas is no | 
more Dalinda, but Dalilah the Philiſtine. 7% 
This Colonel as great a Soldier as he 1s, 
1s quite puzzled at a Hera/d, He thinks 
they call him Herod, or ſome ſuch Jewiſh 
Name. Here you have a good Officer p «;. 
{poiPd for a miſerable jeſt. And yet at- 
ter all, this Saxcho tho? he can't pronounce 
Herald, knows what *tis to be Lacornrck, 
which 1s ſomewhat more out of his way. 
Thraſo in Terence was a man of the ſame £,,.. 
{1ze 1n Senſe, but for all that he does not 
quibble. Albanatt Captain of the Guards, King 4rth. 
is much about as witty as varcho. It * 
ſeems Emmelize Heireſs to the Duke of 
Corawal was Blind. Albanatt takes the 
rife of his Thought from hence z And 
obſerves that as Blind as ſþe t«, Coſwald 
would have no blind Bargain of her. Car- | 
los tells Sancho he is ſure of his Miſtreſs, —_ Ti- 

NT þ. 26, 
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and. has no © more to do but to take out 


a Licenſe. 

"Sancho replies, Indeed I have her Licenſe 
for it, Carlos 1s ſomewhat angry at this 
Gingle, and cries, what quibling too in your 
Proſperity? Adverlity it ſeems 1s thewonly 
time for pannine, Truly I think fo too. 
For *tis a ſign a Man 1s much Diſtreſs'd 
when he flies to ſuchan Expedient, How- 
ever, Carlos needed not' to have been fo 
touchy: For He can ſtoop as low him- 
{elt upon occaſion, We muſt know then 
that Sancho had made Himſelf a Hunch'd 
Back, to counterteit the Conde Alonzo. 
The two Colonels, being. in the ſame 
Diſguiſe, were juſt upon the edg ef a 
Quarrel. After tome Prelinunaries in 
Railing, Sancho cries, Dox't provoke me; I 
am miſchervouſly bent. 

Carlos replies, Nay, you are Bent enough 
in Conſcience, but I have a Bent Fiſt for 
Boxing, Here you have a brace of Quib- 
bles ſtarted in a Line and a half. And 
- which 1s worſt of all, they come from 
Carlos, from a Charatter of Senſe ; And 
therefore the Poet, not the Solazer, mult an- 
{wer for them. 

[ ſhall now give the Reader a few In- 
jtances,of the Gourt{hip of the Srape, and 
how decently they treat the Women, and 

Quality of both Sexes, The Women who 
: are 
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are ſecured from Afﬀronts by Cuſtom, 
and have a Privilege for Reſpect, are 
ſometimes but roughly {aluted by theſe 
Men of Addreſs. And to bar the Defence, 
this Coarſeneſs does not alwaies come 
from Clowns, and Women-haters ; but 
trom Perſons of Figure, neither ſingular, 
nor ill Bred. And which 1s {till worſe, 
The Satir falls on blindly without Dt- 
{tinetion, and ſtrikes at the whole Sex. 
Enter Raymond a Noble-man in the p. 4;. 
Spaniſh Fryar, | 


0 Vertue! Vertue | What art thou become ? 
That men ſhould leave thee for that Toy a woman, 
Made from the droſs and refuſe of a Man; 
Heaven took him ſleeping when he made her too, 
Had Man been waking he had nee'r conſented. 


I did not know before that a Man's 
Droſs lay in his Ribs ; I believe fome- 
times it lies Higher. But the Philoſophy, 
the Religion, and the Ceremony of theſe 


Lines, are too tender to be touched. Creor oedip. p. 3. | 


a Prince in Oedipas, railes in Genera] at 
the Sex, and at the lame time is violent- 
ly in Love with Earidice, This upon 
the Matter, is juſt as natural, as 'tis Civil. 
It any one would. underſtand what the 
Curſe of all tender hearted Women is, Bel- 


mour Will inform him. What is it then ? 
*Iis 
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Old Batch.” T''s the Pox. Tf this be true, the Wo- 
7-4!" men had need lay in a ſtock of ill Nature 
betimes. It ſeems 'tis their. only preſer- 
vative, Ir guards their Virtue, and their, 
| Health, and is all- they have to truſt to. 
Y' Sharper another Man of Senſe in this Play, 
talks much at the ſame rate. Belinda 
would know of him where he 20t that ex- 
cellent Talent of Railing ? 
Sharp. Madam the Talent was Born with 
me. I confsſs I have taken care to im- 
P35 prove tt, to qualifie me for the Soctety of 
Ladies. Horner, a Topping, Character in 
the Country Wife, 1s adviſed to avoid Wo- 
men, and hate them as they do him, He 
Anſwers. 

Becatxſe I av hate them, and would hate 
them yet, more, Pll frequent e'm ; you may 
fee by Marriage, nothing makes a Man hate 
: a Woman more than her Conſtant Conver- 
f- ©” ſation. There isſtill ſomething more Coarſe 
1: Sebaft. upon the Sex ſpoken by Dorax but it is a 
? 5- privitkeged Expreſſion, and as ſuch I muſt 

| leave it. The Relapſe mendsthe Contri- 
vance of theSatir, rctines upon the Man- 
ner, and tw make the Diſcourſe the more 
probable, oblges the Ladies . to abule 
themſelves. And becaulec I ſhould beloath 
tO tire the Reader, Berixthia {hall cloſe the 
Argument. This Lady having under- 
took 
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took the Employment of a Procareſs, 
makes this remark upon it to her ſelf. 

Berinth. Ss here is fine work ! But there 
was 10 avoiding it. —— Beſides, I begin to 
Fancy there may be as much Pleaſure in ' 
carrying on another Bodies Intrigue, as 
cnes own. This is at leaſt certain, It ex- 
erciſes almoſt all the Entertaining Faculties 
of a Woman, For there is Employment for 
Hypocriſie, Invention, Deceit, Flattery, 
Miſchief, and Lyinz. 

Let us now {ce what Quarter the Staze 
gives to. Quality, And herewe ſhall find 
them cextreamly tree, and familiar. They 
dreſs up the Lords in Nick Names, and 
expoſe them in Charaiters of Contempr. Pouble 
Lord Froth 1s explain'd a Solemn Coxcomb ; — £ 
And Lord Rake, and Lord Foplington givB,.m. 
you their Talent in their Title. Lord Relpe. 
Plauſible in the Plain Dealer Acts a ri- Wiſe. 
diculous Part, but is with all very civil. 

He tells Mazly he never attempted to abaſe 
any Perſon, \ The other anſwers ; What 77. + 
you were afraid? Manly goes on and de- 
clares He wouldcall a Raſcal by no other Title, 
tho* his Father had left bim a Dakes, That p. :, 
is, he would call a Duke a Raſcal. "This 

[ confeſs is very much Plain Dealzng. 
Such Freedoms would appear but odly 

- 1n Life, eſpecially without Provocation. 

I muſt own the Poer to be an Author of 
good 
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good Se::ſe ; Butunder favour, thele jclts, 
if we may call them fo, are ſomewhat 
his!: Sealon'd, the Humour ſeems over- 
ſtrain'd, and the Chara#er.puſh'd too far. 
To proceed. Muſtapha was ſelling Dos 
Alvarez for a Slave. The Merchant asks 
what Virtues he has. Muſtapha replies. 
Virtues quoth ah | He i of a great Family 
and Rich, what other Virtaes would"ſt tho 
have in a Nobleman ? Don Carlos in Love 
Triumphant ſtands for a Gentleman, and 
a Man of Senſe, and out-throws Maſta- 
pha a Bars Length. He tells us Natare 
has given Sancho an empty Noadle, but 
Fortune in revenge has fil'd his Pockets : 
juſt a Lords Eſtate in Land and Wit, This 
's a handſom Compliment to the Nobi- 


lity ! And my Lord Salisbury had no doubt 


of it a good Bargain of the Dentcation. 
Tereſa's general Deſcription of a Counteſs 
is conſiderable in its Kind: But only *tis 
in no Condition to appear. In the Re- 
Lapſe, Sir Tunbelly who had Miitaken Young 
Faſhion for Lord Foplingtor, was after- 
wards undeceiv*d ; and betore the {ur- 


-prize was quite over, puts the 'Queltion, 


1s it then poſſible that this ſhould be the true 
Lora Foplington at laſt ? "The Nobleman 
removes the {cruple with great Civility 


. and Diſcretion! Lord Fopl. Why what 


ao you ſee in his Face to make yqa doubt of 


at ? 
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it? Sir without preſuming to have an ex- 

traordinary Opinion of my Figure, grve me 

leave to tell you, if you had ſeen as many 

Lords* as I have doje, you wauld not think 

it, Impoſſible a Perſon of | worſe Taille then Relnf 

mine might be a Modern Man of Quality. þ. 8x 
I'm ſorry to hear Moder» Quality de- 

generates ſo much. But by the way, theſe 

Liberties are altogether new. They are 

unpractifed by the Latin Comedians, and 

by the Ezg/iſb too till very lately, as the, ,,. 

Plain Dealer obſerves. And as for Moliere 

in France, he pretends to fly his Satir no 

higher than a Marquis. 1. Ombre 
And has our Sraze a particular Privi- ** Motere 

lege? Is their Charter inlarg?d, and are 

they on the ſame Foot of Freedom with 

the Slaves in the Saturnalia? Muſt all 

Men be handled alike ? Muſt their 

Roughneſs be needs play'd upon Title? 

And can't they laſh the Vice without 

pointing upon the Quality ? It as Mr. 

Dryden rightly defines it, a Play ought 

to be a juſt Image of Humane Nature ; :T.,D;am 

Why are not the Decencies of Late, and 7 

the Reſpe&ts of Converſation obferv'd ? * 

Why muſt the Cuſfomes of Countries 

be Croſs'd upon, and the Regards ot Ho- 

nour overlook*'d ? What neccſhty 1s there 

to kick the” Corone!ts abour the Srage, and 

to make a Man a Lord, only in order to 

make 
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make him a Coxcomb. I hope*the Poers 
don't intend to revive the old Proje& of 
Levelling,and/ote down theHoule of Peers. 
In earneſt, the Play-houſe is an admirable 
School of Behaviour ! This is their way 
of managing Ceremony, diſtinguiſhing 
Degree, and Entertaining the Boxes ! But 
I (Pall leave them at preſent to the En- 
joyment of their Talent, and proceed to 
another Argument. | 
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Remarks upon Amphytrion, oy Arthur, 
Don Quixote, ana the Relaple. 


SEC TTON L 


5 Pg E following Plays, excepting the 
Laſt, will fall under the ſame Heads 
of Commendation with the Former. How- 
ever, ſince the Poets have here been pro« 
digal in their Expence, and drelſs'd them- 
ſelves with more Curiolity then ordina- 
ry, they delerye a proportionable Regard. 
So much Finery mult not be Crowded. 
I ſhall therefore make Elbow-Room for 
their Figure, and allow them the Com- 
paſs of a diſtin&t Chapter. | 
To begin with Amphytrion. In this 
Play Mr. Lryden repreſents Jupiter with 
the Attributes of the ſupream Being: He 
furniſhes him with Omnipotence, makes 
him the Creator of Nature,and the Arbiter 
of Fate, puts all the Functions of Pro- 
vidence in his Hand, and deſcribes him 
with the Majeſty of the true God. And 


when he has put Him in thus glorious 
N Equt= 


AmPplir, 
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Equipage, he brings him out for Diverſi- 
on. He makes him expreſs himlelf in 
the moſt intemperate Raptures : He is 
willing to Rexounce his Heaven tor his 
Brutality, and employ a whole Eternity in 
Lewdaels. He draws his Debauch at its 
full Length, with all the Art, and Height- 
ings, .and Foulneſs of Idea immaginable. 
This Jupiter 15 not contented with his ſuc- 
ceſs againſt Amphitrion, unleſs he brings 
Alcmena into the Confederacy, and makes 
her a Party ex poſt 'Fatto. He would not 
have her think of her Hu5band, but her 
Lover, thzt is, her Whoremaſter. * 1s not 
the. ſucceſs, but the manner of gaming it 
which 15 all in all. *Tis the Vice which 
1s the charming Circumſtance. Innocence 
and Re$ylarity, are dangerous Compani- 
ons ; "They" ſpoil SatisfaQtion, and make 
every Thing, inſipid ! Unlefs People take 
care to diſcharge their Virtue, and* clear 
oft their Conlcience, their Senſes will va- 
niſh immediacely ! For Jupiter, ſays he, 
would owe zothino to a Name ſo' dull as 
Flusband. And in' the next Page. 


That Very name of Wife-and Marriage, 
[s pozjoa to the acarejt ſweets of Love, 


I would give the Reader ſome more 


ot theſe tine Sentences, but that they are 
r00 


* es wag  s cc oc ms HGH « js ay 


a DS Rn Lc... —_ and rc. i fo ff. ./# __ 


Amphitrton. 

too much out of Order to appear. Th& 
truth is, Our Stage-Poets ſeem to fence-4. 
vainſt Cenfure by the excels of Lewdneſs; 
And to make the overgrown ſize of 4 
Crime, a Ground for Impunity. As if 
a Malefator ſhould project his Eſcape by 
appearing too fcandalous for Publick Try+ 


a! However, This is their Armour 'of - 


Proof, this 1s the Strengtlr they retreat to: 
They are fortified in Smut, and almoſt 
impregnable 1n Stenah, ſo that where they 
deſerve maſt, there's no coming at them. 
To proceed, I defire to know what Aus 
thority Mr. Dryden has for this extraordi- 
nary Repreſentation? His Origtnal Plantae, 
1s noPre{:ident. Indeed Pantry 1s the on: 
ly bold Heathen that ever: made J«prter 
tread the Stage. But then he ſtops far 
ſhort of the Tiberriconil the Exoliſh Am- 
DR Jupiter at Rome, and London, 
ave the ſame unaccountable Defign ; bur 

the Methods of purſuit are very different. 
The Firſt, does not ſolicit in ſcandalous 
Language, nor flouriſh upon his Lewd- 
neſs, nor endeavours to {et it up for the 
Faſhion. Plautus had fome regard tothe 
Height of the Character, and rhe Opini- 
on of his Country, and the Reſtraints of 
Modeſty. 'The Sallies of Ariffophanes do 
not- come up to the caſe ; And if they 
did, I have cut off the Succours from that 
'N 2 Quar- 
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Quarter already, Terence*s Cherea is the 
next bold Man : However, here the Fa- 
ble of Jupiter and Dazae are jult glan- 
ced at, and the Expreſſion is clean; and 
He that tells the Story, a Young Libertine. 
Theſeare all circumſtances of extenuation, 
and give quite another Complexion to 
the Thing. As for the Greek Tragedzians 
and Seneca, there's no Preſcription can be 
drawn from them. They mention Jags 
ter in Terms of Magnificence and Reſpect, 
and make his Attions, and his Natureof 
a piece. But it may be the Celebrated Ho- 
mer, and Virgil may give Mr. Dryaez ſome 
Countenance. Not at all. Yirgil's Ju- 
piter is alwaies great, and ſolemn, and 
keeps up the port ofa Deity. *Tis true, 
Homer does not guard the Idea with that 
exatneſs, but then He never ſinks the 
CharaGQeer into Obſcenity. The moſt ex- 
ceptionable paſſage is that where Jupiter 
relates his Love Adventures to Juno, Here 
this pretended Deity is charm'd with Ye- 
ms Girdle, is inthe height of. his Court- 
ſhip, and under the Aſcendant of his Paſſi- 
on. 'This *tis contels'd was a lippery 
Place, and yet the Poet makes a ſhift to 
keep his Feet. His Japzter is Little, but 
not nauſeous ; The Story, tho' improper, 
will bear the telling, and look Converlſati- 
on in the Face. However ; Theſe Free- 
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doms of Homer were cdunted intolerable: 
I ſhall not inſiſt on the Cenfures of Juſtin 
Martyr, or Clemens Alexanarinus : Even 
the Heathen could nor endure them. The 


' Poets are laſhed by Plato upon this Score ; 


For planting Vice in Heaven, and 


making their Gods: infeftious ; If Mr. zucb.54- 
Dryden anſwers that Jupiter can do us 


no Harm. He 1s known to be an Idol 
of Lewd Memory, and therefore his Ex- 
ample can have no Force : Under Favour 
this is a miſtake : For won't Pitch daub 
when a dirty Hand throws 1t ; or cart 
a Toad ſpit Poyſon becauſe ſhe's ugly ? 


- Ribaldry is dangerous under any Cir- 


cumſtances of Repreſentation. And as 
Menander and St. Paul expreſs it, Evil 
Communications corrupt good Manners, Þ 
mention them both, becauſe if the Apoſtle 
ſhould be diſlik'd, the Comedian may paſs. 
But after all, Mr. Drydez has not ſo much 
as a Heathen Preſident for his Singula- 
rities, What then made him fall into 
them ? Was it the Decency of the 'Thing, 
and the Propriety of Charatter, and Be- 
haviour? By no means. For as I have 
obſerv*d before, Nature and Operations, 
ought to be proportion'd, and Behaviour 
luited to the Dignity of Being. To 
draw a Monkey in Royal Robes, and a 
Prince in' Aztick, would be Farce upon 
N 3 Co. 


/ 
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Colours, entertain like a Monſter, and 
pleaſe only upon the ſcore of Deformity. 
Why then does Mr. Dryden croſs upon 
Nature and Authority, and go off as he 
Confeſles, from the Plan of Plautws, and 
Molicre? Tho? by the way, the Engliſh 
Amphitryow has borrow'd moſt of the 
Libertine Thoughts of Molzere, and im- 
prov*d. them. But to the former queſtion. 
Why muſt the beaten Road be left ? He 
tells us, That the difference of our Stage 
rom the Roman and the French did ſo re- 
quire it. That 1s, our Stage mult be much 
more Licentious. For you arc to obſerve 
that Mr. Dryden, and his Fraternity, have 
help'd to debauch the Town, and Poyſon 
their Pleaſures toan unulal Degree: And 
theretore the Diet mult be dreis'd to the 
Palate of the Compary, And fince they 
are made Scepticks, they muſt be enter- 
rain'd as ſuch, That the Engliſh Amphi- 
{7308 Was contriv'd with this View 1s too 
"plain to be better interpreted. To what 
urpoſe clſe docs Jupiter appear in the 
Ns of Jehovah? Why are. the incom- 
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municable A:tributes burle{qu?'d, and Om- 
nipotence applyed to Acts of Infamy 2? 
'To what end can ſuch Hurrible ittuff. as 
this ſerve, unleſs to cxpole the Notjon, 
and extinguuſh the Belict of a Deuy ? 
'The Ferfections of God, are Himſelf. 'T'o 
ridicule 


\ 


Amphytrion, 


ridicule his Attributes and his Beings, are 
but two words for the fame Thing, 'Theſe 
Attributes are beſtow*d on Jatzter with 
oreat Prodigality, and afterwards execra- 
bly outrag'd. 'The Caſe being thus, the 
Cover ot an Idol, 1s to thin. a pretence 
to Screen the Blaſphemy. Nothing but 
Mr. Dryden's Abſolom and Achrtophel can 
out-do "This. Here I confeſs the Motion 
of his Pen 1s bolder, and the Strokes more 
Black'd. Here we have Blaſph2my on 
the top of the Letter, without any trou- 
ble of Inference,. or Conſtruction. This 
Poem runs all upon Scripture Names, Up- 
on Suppolitions of the true Religion, and 
the right Object of Worſhip. ' Here Pro- 
taneſs is ſhut out from Defence, . and lies 
open without Colour or Evatton. Here 
are no Fagan Divinities in the Scheme, fo 
that ell the Atheiſtick Raillery muſt point 
upon the true God, In the beginning 
we arc told that Abſalom was David's Na- 
tural Son : So then there's a blot in his 
Scatcheon, and a Blemiſh uyon his Birth. 
The Poer will make admirable uſe" of this 
remark preſently ! This A6/alom it ſeems 
was very extraordinary in his Perfon and 
Performances. Mr. Dryden does not cer- 
tainly know how this came abour, and 
therefore enquires of himfelt in the firſt 
place, | 
N 4 '_ Whe« 
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Whether inſpired with a diuiner Luſt, 
His Father got him 


This is down right Defiance of the 
Living God ! Here you have the very 
Eſſence and Spirit of Blaſphemy, and the 
Holy Ghoſt brought in upon the moſt 
hideous Occaſion. I queſtion whether 
the Torments and Deſpair of the Damn'd, 
dare venture at fuch Flights as theſe. 
'They are beyond Deſcription, I Pray 
God they may not be beyond Pardon too. 
I can't torbear ſaying, that the next bad 
Thing to the writing theſe Impieties, 1s 
ro Suffer them. To return to Amphitryon, 
Phebus and Mercury have Manners afſign'd 
very dragreeable to their Condition. 
The later abating Propriety of Language, 


_ talks more like a Water-mas than a Deity, 


f. 3» 16, 


They rail againſt the Gods, and call Mars 
and Yalcan the two Fools of Heaven, Mer- 
cry 15 pert upon his Father Jupiter, makes 
jelts upon his Pleaſures, and his Great- 
neſs, and 1s horribly ſmutty and profane. 
And all this Misbehaviour comes from 
him- in his own ſhape, and in the fſub- 
Iimity of his Character. Had He run 
Riot in the Diſguiſe of Soſza, the Diſcourte 
and the Perſon had becn better adjuſted, 
and the Extravagance more Pardonable. 

But 
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Amphytrion. 


But here the Decorum 1s quite loſt, To 
ſee the Immortals play ſuch Gambols, and 
the biggeſt Beings do the leaſt Actions, 
is ſtrangely unnatural. An Emperour in 
the Grimaces of an Ape, or the Diver- 
ſions of a Kitten, would not be half fo ri- 
diculous. Now as Monſieur Rapin ob- 
{crves, without Decorum there can be 
no probability, nor without Probability any 
true Beauty. Nature muſt be minded, 
otherwiſe Things will look forced, taw- 
dry, and chimerical. Mr. Dryden diſcour- 
ſes very handſomly on this occaſion in 


his Prefate to Albion and Albanius, Het: 1: 


informs us, That Wit has been truly defin*d 
a propriety of Words and Thoughts. 
That Propriety of Thought is that Fancy 
which ariſes naturally from the Subject. Why 
then without doubt, tie Quality, of Cha- 
racters ſhould be taken care of, and great 
Perſons appear like themſelves. Yes, yes, 
all this 1s granted by implication, and Mr. 
Drydez comes till nearer to the preſent 
caſe. He tells us, that Propriety # to be 
obſerved, even in Machines ; And that the 
Gods are all to manage their Peculiar Pro- 
vinces, He inſtances in {ome of their re- 
ſpective Employments; but I don't find that 
any of them were to talk Lewdly. No.. 
He plainly ſuppoſes the contrary. For 
as he goes on, 1f they were to ſpeak _ 

Fe 
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the Stage it would follow of neceſſity, that the 
Expreſſuons ſhould be Lofty, Figurative, and 
Majeſtical, It feems then their Behaviour 
ſhould be agreeable to their Greatneſs. Why 
then are not thele Rules oblerv'd, in the 
Machines of Amph:itrion? And asI take it,Ob- 
ſcenity has not the Air of Majeſty, nor any 
Alliance with the Szblime. And as for the 
Freaurative Part, *tis generally of the ſame 
Cut with the Lofry: The Smut ſhines 
clear, and itrong, through the Metaphor, 
and 1s no better {creen*d than the Sun by 
a Glaſs Window. To ute Mercary thus 
ill, and make the God of I:loquence {peak 
ſo unlike hinfelt, is fomewhat ſtrange ! 
But tho” the Antieats knew nothing of it, 
there are Conſiderations above thole of 


' Decency, And when this happens, A Rule 


muſt rather- be treſpaſs'a on, thaw a Beauty 
left out. Tis Mr. Dryaez's opinion in his 
Cleomenes, where he breaks the Unity of 
Time, to deſcribe the Beauty of a Famine. 
Now Beauty 1s an arbitrary Advantage, 
and depends upon Cuſtom and Fancy. 
With {ome People the Blackeftt Complex- 
10ns are the handſomelſt. ?Tis to theſe 
African Criticks that Mr. Dryden ſeems to 
make his Appeal. And without doubt he 
beipeaks their Favour, and ftrikes their 
Imagination luckily enough. For to lodge 
Divinity 2nd Scandal together ; Io make 

the 
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the Gods throw Stars, like Snow-balls at 
one another, but eſpecially to Court in 
Smut, and rall Yn Blaſphemy, 1 1s moſt ad- 
m! 'rably entertaining ! This is much bet- 
ter than all the Niceties of Decorum, 'Tis 
handfomly contriv'd to flur the Notion 
of a Superiour Nature, to diſarm the Ter- 
rors of Religion, and make the Court A- 
| bove as Romantick as that of the Fairies. 
A Libertine when his Conſcience is thus re- 
hev'd, and Atheiſm fits ealie upon his Spi- 
rits, can't help being grateful upon the 
Occaſion. Meer Interelt will oblige him 
to cry up the Performance, and ſolicit for 
the Poets Reputation ! Betore I take leave 
of theſe Machines, it may not be amils to 
enquire why the Gods are brought into 
the Spiritual Court. Now I ſuppole the 
Creditableneſs of the Buſineſs, and the 
Poets Kindnels to thoſe Places, are the 
| principal Reaſons of their coming. How- 
ever, He might have a farther Deſign in 
his Head, and that is, to bring Thebes to 
Loxdoa, and. to ſhow the Antiquity of 
Dottors Commons, For if you will beheve 
Mercury, this Conterence between him 


I 9. 


and Phebus was held three thouland years To. 
ago. Thus Shakeſpear makes Heetor talk cr 
about Ariſtotles Philoſophy, and calls Sr. 
John Old Caſtle, Proteſtant, T had not ,f5.. 7,%n 
mention'd this Diſcovery in Chr — (dC files 
ut 


Fe ra 


The Hf. 


_ - i > i > 0 by) BB 0 "mY, ” Re on ee, WS eo er og - 
- D "Pre - -l 


Remarks upon 


but that Mr. Dryden falls upon Ben John. 
ſon, tor making, Cataline give Fire at the 
"Face of a Cloud, before Guns were inven- 
ted. 

3y the Pattern of theſe pretended Dez. 
ties, Wwe may ouels what ft of Mortal; 
we arc hkely to meet with, Neither 
are we mr For Pheara is bad c- 
nough in all Conſcience, but Brom#a 1s 
a meer Original. Indeed when Mr. Dry- 
aeu makes Tupiter , and Jupiter makes the 
Women, little lets can be expe&ed. $9 
much for Amph:triop. 

TI ſhall paſs on to Kyung Arthar for 1 
word or two. Now here. is, a ſtrange 
jumble and Hotch potch of Matters, i 
you mind it. Here we have Geziz, and 
' Angels, Capids, Syrens, and Dyvils ; Ven 
and St. George, Pan and the' Parſon, the 
Hell of Heatheniſm, and the Hell of Re- 
veletion; A fit of Smur, and then a Jeſt 
about Original Sin. And why are Truth 
and Fiftion, Heatheniſm and Chriſtianity, 
rhe moſt Serious and the moſt Trifling 
'Fhings blended together, and thrown in- 
ro one Form of Diverſion ? Why is all 
this done unleſs it be to ridicule the whole, 
and make one as incredible as the other ? 
His Airy and Earthy Spirits diſcourſe of 
the firſt ſtate of Devils, of their Chief of 
their Revolt, their Puniſhmerit, and Im- 
poſtures, 


King Arthur, 
poſtures. This Mr. Drydez very Religi- 
ouſly calls a Fairy way of Writing, which 


depends only on the Force of Imagination. Ep. Ded 


What then 1s the Fall of the Angels a 
Romance? Has it no baſis of Truth, no- 


{ thing to ſupport it, but (trength of Fancy, 


and Poetick Invention ? After He had 
mention'd Hell, Devils, &c. and-given us 
a ſort of Bible deſcription of theſe formi- 
dable Things ; I fay after he had formed 
his Poem in this manner, I am fſurprized 
to hear him call it a Fazry kind of Whiting, 
Is the Hiſtory of Tophet no better prov'd 
than that of Styx? Is the Lake of Brim- 


ſtone and that of Phlegeton alike dreadful ? 


And have we as much Reaſon to believe 
the Torments of 7itivs and Prometheas, 
as thoſe of the Devils and Damn'd ? Theſe 
are lamentable Conlequences : And yet I 
can't well ſee how the Poet can avoid 
them. But ſetting aſide this miſerable 
Gloſs in the Dedication, the Repreſentati- 
on it ſelf is *{candaloufly irreligious. To 
droll upon the Vengeance of Heaven, and 
the Miſeries of the Damn'd, 1s a fad In- 
{tance of Chriſtianity ! "Thoſe that bring, 
Devils upon the Szage, can hardly believe 
them any where clic. Beſides, the Effefts 
of ſuch an Entertainment muſt needs be 
admirable ! To ſee Hell thus play'd with 
15a mighty Refreſhment to a lewd Con- 
{cicnce, 


Remarks upon 


ſcience, and a byaſs'd Underſtanding. It' 
heartens the Young Libertine, and. COr= 
firms the well- wiſhers ro Atheiſm, and 


- makes Vice bold, and enterprizing. Such 


Diverſions ſerve to diſpel the Gloom, and 
guild the Horrors of the Shades below, and 
are a fort of Enfurance againſt Damnation. 
One would think theſe Poezs went upon 


' abſolute Certainty, and could demonſtrate 


a Scheme of Infidelity. If they could, 
They had much better keep the Secret. 
'The divulging it tends only to debauch 
Mankind, and ſhake the Securities of Ci- 
vil Life. However, it they have been in 
the other World and find it empry, and un- 
inhabited, and are acquainted with all the 
Powers, and Places, in Being ; It they can 
ſhow the Impoſtures of Religion, and rhe 
Contradi&tions of Common © Belief, they 
have ſomething to ſay for themſelves. 
Have they then infallible Proof and Mas 
thematick Evidence for theſe Diſcoveries ? 
No Man had ever the Confidence to ſay 


This: And 1t He {hould, he-would be but 


laughed at tor his Folly. No Conclu{g- 
ons can exceed the Evidence of their Prin- 
ciples; you may as well build a Cattle in 
the Air, as ratie a Demonſtration upon a 
Bottom of Uncer rainty. Andisany Man 
ſo vain as to pretend to know the Extent 
of Nature, and the Stretch of Poſſibi Hey, 

anc 
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King Arthur, 
and the Force of the Powers Inviſible ? 
So that - notwithſtanding the Boldnefs of 
this Opera, there may be ſuch a Place as 
Hell ; And if fo, a Diſcourſe about Devils, 


will be no Fairy way of Writinz. For a © 


Fairy way of Writing, is nothins bur a 
Hiſtory of Fittion ; AfſubyeCt of Imagina- 


ry Beings ; fuch as never haq any -ex- ' 


iftence in Time, or Nature. And if as 
Monſieur Rapin obſerves, Poetry requires 
2 mixture of Truth and Fable; Mr. Dry- 
den may make his advantage, for his P/ay 
is much better founded on Reality than 
He was aware of. 

It may not be improper to confider in 
a word or two, what a frightfull Tdea 
the Holy Scriptures give us of Hell. *Tis 
deſcrib'd by all the Circumſtance of Ter- 


ror, by every Thing dreadful to Senſe, 


and amazing to Thought. The Place, 
the Company, the Duration, are all Con- 
liderations of Aftomſhment. And why 
has God given us this ſolemn warning ? 
Is it not toawaken our Fears, and guard 
our Happineſs; To reſtrain the Diforders 
of Appetite, and to keep us within Rea- 


fon, and Duty? And as for the Apoſtate 


Angels, the- Scriptures inform us "of their 
loſt Condition, of their Malice and Pow- 
cr, of their ative Induſtry and Expe- 
rience; and all theſe Qualities ag 

ent 
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dent to the Bulk of their Nature, the An« 
tiquity of their Being, and the Miſery 
of their State. In ſhoft, They are pain- 
ted in all the formidable Appearances 1ma- 
ginable, to alarm our Caution, and put 
us upon the utmoſt Defence. 

Let us fee now how Mr. Drydez repre- 
ſents theſe unhappy Spirits, and their 
Place of Abode. Why very eatertain- 
ingly / Thoſe that have a true Tat for 
Atheiſm were never better regaled. One 
would think by this Play the Devils were 
meer Mormo's and Bughbears, fit only to 
fright Children and Fools. 'Ihey rally 


upon Hell and Damnation, with a great” 


deal of Air and Pleaſantry ; andappear like 
Robin Good-fellow, only to make the Com- 
pany laugh. Philide/: Is calPd a Paling 
ak And why ſo ? For this pious rea- 
on, becaule 


He trembles at the yawning Gulph of Hell, 
Nor dares approach the Flames- leaſt he ſhould 
.. Ornge 
His gaudy pres Wings. 
He fighs tphen he ſhould plunge a Soul in 
Sulphur, 


As with Compaſſion touch*d of Fooliſh Man. 


The anſwer is, What « ha!f Devils he. 
You 


= 


JU 


King Arthur, 


You ſee how.admirably it runs all up- 
on the Chriſtian Scheme ! Sometimes they 
are Half-Devi!s, and ſometimes Hopeful- 
Devils, and what you pleaſe to make ſport 
with. Grimballd 1s afraid of being whooped 
through Hell at his return, Pega, ths 288 
in his Buſineſs. It ſeems there is great 
Leiſure for Diverſion ! 'T here's Whooping 
in Hell, inſtead of Weeping and Wailing \ 
One would fancy Mr. Drydez had Day- 
light and Company, whea theſe Lines 
were written. I know his Courage is ex- 
traordinary ; But ſure ſuch Thoughts 
could never bear up againſt Solitude and 
a Candle / | 

And now ſince he has diverted him- 
ſelf with the Terrors of Chriſtiawity, I 
dont wonder he. ſhould treat thoſe that 
Preach them with {ſo much Civility ! en- 
ter Poet in the Habit of a Peaſant. 


We bs theated the Parſon we'el cheat hin 


agaln, 
For why ſhould a Blockhead have one in ten ? 
For prating ſo long like 4 Booklearned Sot, 


Till Pudding, and Dumpling burn to pot. 


Theſe are fie comprehenſive ſtroaks ! 
Here you have the [/;ads in a Nutſhell ! 
Two or thre courtly words take in che 
Whols - Clergy : And what is wanting in 

| : : Wit, 
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Wit, is made up in Abuſe, and that's as 
well. This 15 an admirable Harveſt Catch, 
and the poor Tith-ſtealers ſtand highly 
indebted. They might have been tired 
with Cheating in Proſe, had not they not 
been thus ſeaſonably relerv*'d in Doggrell ! 
But now there is Muſick in playing the 
Knave. *A Countryman now may fill 
his Barn, and humour his 1]l Manners, and 
ling his Conſcience aſleep, and all under 
one. I dont queſtion bur theſe four Lines 
{teal many a Pound in the year. Whe- 
ther the Mrufe ſtands indictable or not, the 
Law muſt determine? Bur after all, I 
muſt ſay_rhe Deſign is notably laid. For 
Place and Perſon, for Reliſhand Conve- 
mence? nothing could have been better. 


| The Method 1s very ſhort, clear, and 


PraQticable. *Tis a fine portable InteCtion, 
and © coſts no more Carriage than the 
Plague. 

Well! the Clergy muſt be contented : 
It might poſſibly have been. worſe for 
them if they had been in his favour : For 
he has ſometimes a very ualucky way of 
ſhowing his Kindneſs. He commends the 


f> 4. Farl of Leicefter for conſidering the Fried, 
D535c%./t. z:0re than the Cauſe ; that is, for his Parti- 


ality ; The Marqueſs of Halifax tor quit- 


De?. Kine ting the Helm, at the approach of a Storms ; 


A: th ar. 


As if Pilots were made only for fair Wea- 
ther, 
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King Arthur, 


ther; "Tis Prefum'd theſe Noble Perſons 
1re unconcern'd in this Character. How- 
ever the Pet has ſhown his skill in Pane- 
gyrick, and *tis only for that I mention it. 
He commends Atticus for his Frimmins: 
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and 7!y tor his Cowardize, and ſpeaks 
meanly of the Bravery of Cato. Afterwards 
he profeiſes his Zeal for the Publick wel- 
fare, and 1s pleas'd to fee the Nation ſo 


well ſecard YOM Foreion Attempts &c. 


However lie is in ſome pain about the 
Coming of the Gauls; *Tis poſſible for 
fear they ſhould invade the Maſes, and 
carry rhe Oper.'s into Captivity, and de- 
prive us of {7c Ornaments of Peace. 

And now He has ſerv*d his Friends, he 
comes in the laſt place hike a modeſt Man, 
to commend Himiclt. He tells us there 
were a great many Beazties if the Original 
Draught of this P/ay. But it ſeerns 'T ime 
has fince tarniſh*'d their Complexion. 
And He gives Herozck Reaſons for their.not 
appearing. To ſpeak 'Truth, (all Politicks 
apart,) there are ſtrange Flights of Ho- 
nour, and Conliftencies of Pretention in 
this Dedication! But IT ſhall forbear the 
Blazon of the A:cheivment, for fear I ſhould 
commend as unluckily as Himfelt. 
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Remarks upon Don Quixot, Cc. 


R. Darfey being ſomewhat particu- 
| lar in his Genus and Civilities, I 
ll conſider him in a word or two by 
himſelf. + This Poet writes from the Ro- 
mance of an ingenious Author : By this 
means his Senſe, and Charadters are cut 
out to his Hand. He has wiſely planted 
himſelf upon. the ſhoulders of a Gzazt ; 
but whether his Diſcoveries anſwer the 
advantage of his ſtanding, the Reader 
muſt judge. , | 
What 1 have to object againſt Mr. Dar- 
fey ſhall moſt of it be ranged -under theſe 
three Heads. 


I. His ProfaneſS with reſpe to Religion 
and the Holy Scriptures. 

IT. His Abuſe of the Clergy. 

IIT. Fiis want of - Modeſty and Regard ts 
the Audience, 


I. His Profaneſs, . rc. | 
And here my firſt Inſtance ſhall be in a 
bold Song againſt Providence. 


| Pro- 


Don Quixote. 


Providence that formed the Fair 


In ſuch a charming Skin, Pot 1ft, 
Their Outſide made his only care, ba 


And never lookPd within. 


5 Here the Poet tells you Providence 
1 8 makes Mankind by halves, huddles up the 
F Soul, and takes the leaſt care of the bet- 
2K ter Moyety. This is dire& blaſphemin 
ic MW the Creation, and a Satir upon God Al- 
a mighty. His next advance 1s to droll 
4 upon the Reſurrection. 


a Sleep and indulge thy ſelf with Reft, 


Nor aream thoa ere (halt riſe again, * 


4 His Third Song makes a jeſt of the Fall, 

Gl rails upon Adam and Eve, and burlefques 
the Condutt of God Almizhty for not ma- 
king Mankind over again. 


When the World firſt knew Creation, p. 37- 

A Rogue was 4 Top-Profeſſion, 

When there was no more in all Nature but 
Forxr, 

There were two of them in Tranggreſſion. 


00 


He that firſt to mend the Matter, 
Made Laws to bind our Natare, 


Should have found a way, 
þ juni s v9 A 
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To' make Wills obey, | 
Ard have ModelPd new theCreature. 


In this and the following page, the 
Redemption of the World is treated with 
the fame reſpect with the Creation, The 
word Redecmzer, which among Chrittians 
is appropriated to our Bleſſed Saviour, and 
like the Jewiſh Tetragrammaton peculiar- 
ly reſerv*d to the Deity ; This adorable 
Name ( Redeemer and Dear Redeemer, ) 
is applyed to the ridiculous Don Quixote. 
'Theſe Infolencics are too big tor the Cor- 
xection of a Pen, and therefore I ſhall leave 
them. Afﬀeer' this horrible abuſe of the 
Works, and Attributes of God, he goes 
on to make ſport with Ins. Vengeance. 
He makes the Torments of Hell a very 
Comical Entertainment : As it they were 
only Flames in Painting, and Terrors in 
Romance. "The Stygian Frogs 1n Ariſtophanes 
are not repreſented with more Levity, and 
Drollmg. That the Reader may fee I 
do him no wrong, I ſhall quote the places 
which 1s the main Reaſon why I have 
tranſcrib'd the reſt of his Profanels. 


Appear ye fat Feinds that in Limbo do groan, 
J hat were when in Fleſh the [ame ſouls with 
is own : | 


Tor 


Don Quirot. 


Tou that- always in Lucifers Kjtchin reſide, 

"Mong ſt Sea-coal ana Kettles, and Greaſe new- 
ly try : 

That pamper' each day with a Garbidge of 
Souls, 

Broil Raſhers of Fools for a Breakfaſt oz 
Coals. 


In the Epilogue you have the Hiſtory 
of Balaams Aſs expoled, and the Beait 
brought upon the Srage to laugh at the Mi- 
racle the better ; 


And as *tis ſaid a parlous Aſs once ſpoke, 
When Crab-tree Cuapel did his rage provoke, 
So if you are not civil, —— I fear 


Hle'et ſpeak again, —— 


\ In the ſecond Par: the Devil is brought 
upon the Stage, He cries as he hopes to ** 


be Saved, . And Sancho warrants him 4 
good Chriſtian. Truly I think he may 
have more of Chriftianity in him than 
the Poet. For he trembles at that God, 
with whom the other makes Diverſion. 

I ſhall omit the mention of ſeveral 
outrages of this Kind, beſides his deep 
mouth'd ſwearing, which 1s frequent, and 
paſs on to the Second Head, which is His 
Abuſe of the Clergy. And ſince ReveaPd 
Religion has been thus horribly treated, 
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*tis no Wonder if the Miniſters of it have 
the ſame Uſage. 

And here we are- likely to meet with 
ſome paſſages extraordinary enough, For 
togive Mr. Darfey his due, when he med- 
dles with Church men he lays about him 
like a Knight Errant : Here his Wit and 
his Malice, are generally 1n extreams, 
tho' not of the ſame Kind. To begin. 
He makes the Curate Perez afliſt-at the 


. ridiculous Ceremony of Do» Quixots 
Knighting. Afterwards Squire Sancho COn- 


feſſing his miſtake to Quzxote, tells him, 
Ah conſider dear Sir no man ts born wife, 
And what if he was born wiſe ? He may 
be Bred a Fool, it he has not a care. Bur 
how does he prove this Memorable Sen- 
tence ? Becauſe a Briſh»p is no more than 
another man without Grace andGood Bree. 
ding, I muſt needs fay-it the Poet had 
any ſhare of either of theſe Qualities, he 
would be leſs bold with his Superiors; 


| and not give his Clowns the Liberty to 


droll thus heavily upon a ſolemn Charatter. 
This Sancho Mr. Durfey takes care to in- 
form us is 4 ary ſbrewd Country Fellow, 


'The reaſon of this Character 1s for the 
ſtrength of it ſomewhat ſurpriſing. ?Tis 


becauſe he blunders out Proverbs upon all 
Occaſions, tho? never ſo far from the purpoſe. 
Now if blundring and talking nothing 
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rothe purpoſe, 15 an argument of Shrewa- 
neſs ; ſome Peoples Plays are very ſhrewd 
| Performances. To proceed. Sancho com- 
' Þ plains of his being married, becauleit hin- 
dred him from better offers. Perez the 
| Curate 1s ſorry for this Misfortune. For 
 ÞÞ 4s I remember ſays he "twas my luck to 
\ Þ give Tereſa and you the Bleſſing, To this 
I Sancho replies. A Plague on your Bleſfeng ! 
I perceive 1 ſhall have reaſon to wiſh you z, x, 
hang'd for your Bleſſing Good finiſher 
of Fornication, good Conjunttion Copulative. 
For this irreverence and Profaneſs Perez 
threatens Iim with Excommunication. 
Sancho tells him, I care not, I ſhall loſe no- 
thing by it but a nap in the Afternoon. In 
his Second Part, Fodolet a Prieſt is call'd 
= a Holy Cormorant, and made to diſpatch 
half a Turkey, and a Bottle of Malaga for ,. ;. 
his Breakfaſt Here one Country Girl 
chides another for her ſawcyneſs. Dyee 
( ſays ſhe )make a Pimp of 4 Prieſt ? San- 
cho interpoſes with his uſual ſhrewdnels : 
A\ Pimp of a Prieſt, why is that ſach a 
Miracle? In the Second Scene the Poet 
Provides himſelf another Prieſt to abuſe. ?- 7: 
Mannel the Steward calls Bernardo theChap- 
lain Mr, Cuff-Cſbion, and tells him a Where 
# a Pulpit he loves, ——Infettling the Chara- 
ters Mannel is given out for a witty pleaſant 
Fellyw. And now you fee he comes up 
to Expectation. 'To the Blind all Colours 
are 
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are alike, and Rudenefs, and Raillery are 
the ſame thing! Afterwards, Bernardo ſays 
Grace upon the Stage; andd ſuppoſe Prays 
to God to bleſs the Entertainment of the 
Devil. Betore they riſe from Table, the 
Poet contrives a Quarre] between Dor 
'Ouixot and Bernardo, The Prieſt ratles 
on the Knight, and calls him-Dor Cox- 
comb &c. By this time you may imagine 
the Knight heartily Provok*d, ready to 
buckle on his Baſoz, and draw out for 
the Combat, Let us hear his Reſent- 
ment. 

Don Quix. Oh thou old black Fox with 
a Fire brand ins thy Tail, thou wery Prieſt : 
Thou Rynaler of all Miſcheifs in all Nations, 
Dee hear Homily : Did not the Reverence 
I bear theſe Nobles——1T would ſo thrum 


your Caſſock you C harch Vermin. 


At laſt he bids Bernardo adicu in Lan- 
guage too Protane and Scandalous to re- 
late. In the. Fourth Ac His Song calls 
the Clergy Black Cattle, and ſays no Body 
ow minas what they ſay. T could alledge 
more of his Courtſhip to the Order, but 
the Reader might poſſibly be tired, and 
theretore I ſhall proceed 1n the C 

1hird, place to his want of Modeſty, 
and Regard to the Audience. As for Smut 
Sazcho and Tereſa talk it broad, and ſin- 
ole fens'd, for almolt a pave together. 
Mary the Byxfom has lilkewile her ſhare 
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| Don Quitxot. 
of this Accompliſhment. The firſt Epi- 
looue is Garniſh'd with a Couplet of it ; 


Marcella the Maiden Shepherdeſs raves in * 


Raptures of Indecency; And ſometimes 
you have it mixt up with Profaneſs, to 
make the Compoſition the ſtronger. Burt 
this entertainment being no Novelty, I 
ſhall paſs it over ; And the rather becauſe 
there are {ome other Rarities which are 
not to be met with elſe where. | 
Here he diyerts . the Ladies with the 
Charming Rhetorick of Szotty-Voſe, filthy 
I-ermin in the Beard, Nitty Jerkin, and 
Louſe Snapper, with the Letter in the Cham- 
ber-pot, and. natural Evacuation ; with an 
abufive deſcription of a Counteſs, and a 


tt... 1f, 
p. 38. 
pt. 34, 
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rude ſtory of a certain Lady, and with ' 


{ome other varieties of this Kind, too 
coarſe to be named. This 1s rare {tuff for 
Ladies, and Quality ! There is more of 
Phyſick, than Comedy” in ſuch Sentences 
as theſe. Crocus .Metallorum will ſcarſe 
turn the Stomack more effeQually. ?Tis 
poſſible Mr. Darfey might deſign it for 
a Receipt. And being Conſcious the Play 
was too dcar, threw a Vomit into the 
Bargain. I wonder Mr. Durfey ſhould 
have no more regard ta the Boxes and 
Pitt ! That a Man who has ſfudied the 
Scenes of Decency and Good Mazaters with 
I, much Zeal, {ſhould practiſe with to little 
Addreſs ! Certainly z4efatioable Dilioence, 

Care 
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are alike, and Rudenefs, and Raillery are 
the ſame thing! Afterwards, Bernardo ſays 
Grace upon the Srage ; and I ſuppoſe Prays 
to God to bleſs the Entertainment of the 
Devil. Betore they riſe from Table, the 
Poet contrives a Quarre] between - Doz 
'Ouixot and Bernardo. The Prieſt railes 
on the Knight, and calls him Doz Cox- 
comb &c. By this time you may imagine 
the Knight heartily Provok*d, ready to 
buckle on his Baſoz, and draw out for 
the Combat, Let us hear his Reſent- 


menr. 
Don Quix. Oh thou old black Fox with 


a Fire brand is. thy Tail, thou wery Prieſt : 


Thou Rynaler of all Miſcheifs in all Nations. 


De'e hear Homily : Did not the Reverence 
IT bear theſe Noble-—T would ſo thrum 


your Caſſock you Church Vermin. 


At laſt he bids Bernardo adicu ih Lan- 
guage too Profane and Scandalous to re- 
late. In the. Fourth A& His Song calls 
the Clergy Black Cattle, and ſays no Boaz 
ow minds what they ſay. 1 could alledge 
more of his Courtſhip to the Order, but 
the Reader might poſſibly be tired, and 
theretore I ſhall proceed in the 

1 hird, place to his want of Modeſty, 
and Regard to the Audience. As for Smut 
Sazcho and Tereſa talk it broad, and fin- 
ele fens'd, for almolit a page together. 
Mary the Byxfom has likewile her ſhare 
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of this Accompliſhment, The firſt Epi- 
's  !ogue is Garmiſhd with a Couplet of it ; M- 27: 
| Marcella the Maiden Shepherdeſs raves in * ** 
Raptures of Indecency ; And ſometimes 
you have it mixt up with Profaneſs, to 7. #. 
make the Compoſition the ſtronger. But 7; 5 
this entertainment being no Novelty, I þ. 14. 
ſhall paſs it over ; And the rather becauſe 
there are ſome other Rarities which are 
not to be met with elfe where. | 

Here he diverts the Ladies ' with the /* f. 
Charming Rhetorick of Szotty-Noſe, filthy Sp 
Vermin in the Beard, Nitty Jerkin, and Þ- 52: 


Louſe Snapper, with the Letter tn the Cham- , = 


ber-pot, and natural Evacuation ; with an ft. 2d.” 
- © abufive deſcription of a Counteſs, and a #37: 
rude ſtory of a certain Lady, and with 
ſome other varieties of this Kind, too 
coarſe to be named. This is rare ſtuff for 
Ladies, and Quality ! There 1s more of 
Phyſick, than Comedy in ſuch Sentences 
as theſe. Crocus Metallorum will ſcarſe 
turn the Stomack more ettectually. *TI is 
. | poſſible Mr. Darfey might deſign it for 
- © a Receipt. And being Conſcious the Play 
| was too dcar, threw a Vomit into the 
Bargain. I wonder Mr. Darfey ſhould 
have no more regard ta the Boxes and ,,- 
Pitt ! That a Man who has ſtudied the 34. 
Scenes of Decency and Good Mazaers with 
ſo much Zeal, ſhould practiſe with {o little 
Addreſs ! Certainly izdefatiz able Dilroence, 
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Care and Pains, was never more unfortu- 
nate ! In his third Part, Baxſome {wears 
faſter, and is more ſcandalous, and im- 
pertinent, than 1n the other two. At 
theſe Liberties, and ſome in Saxcho, the 
Ladies took Check. This Cenfure Mr. 
Durfey ſeems heartily ſorry for. * He 
is extreamly concern'd that the Ladies, that 
Eſſential part of the Audience, ſhould think 
his Performance nauſeous and undecent. 
Thar is, he is very forry they brought 
their Wits, or their Modeſty along with 
them. However Mr, Darfey is not fo Ce- 
remonious as to ſubmit: He 1s reſolved 
to keep the Field againſt the Ladies; 
And endeavours to detend himſelf by ſay- 
ing, 1 know no other way in Nature to dv 
the Characters right, but to make a Romp, 
ſpeak like a Romp, and a clowniſh Boor blun- 
aer &C. 

By his favour, all Imitations tho? never 
ſo well Counterfeited are not proper for 
the Stage. To prefent Nature under 
every Appearance would bean odd under- 
taking. A Midnight Cart, or a Danghil 
would be no Ornamental Scezxe, Naſty- 


nels, and dirty Converſation are of the. 


fame kind. For Words are a PiQture to 
the Ear, as Colours and Surface are to the 
Eye. Such Diſcourſes are like dilating 
upon Ulcers, and Leproſfies: The more 
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Natural, the worſe ; for the Diſguſt al- 
ways riſes with the Life of the Deſcrip- 
tion. Offenſive Language like offenſive 
Smells, does but make a Man's Senſes a 
burthen, and affords him nothing | but 
Loathing and Averſion. Beaſtlinels 1n 
Behaviour, gives a diſparaging Idea of 
Humane Nature, and almoſt makes us for- 
ry we are of the ſame Kind. For theſe 
reaſons *tis a Maxime in Good Breeding 
never to ſhock the” Senſes, or Imaginatt- 
on. This Rule holds ſtrongeſt before 
Women, and eſpecially when they come 
to be entertain'd. The Diverſion ought 
to be {uited to the Audience; For no- 
thing pleaſes which 1s diſproportion'd to 
Capacity, and Guſt. 'The Rudeneſſes and 
broad Jefts of Beggars, are juſt as accep- 
table to Ladies as their Rags, and Clean- 
lineſs. To 'treat Perſons of Condition 
like the Mob, is to degrade their Birth, 
and affront their Breeding. It levells them 
with the loweſt Education. For the fize 
of a Man's Senſe, and Improvement, is 
diſcovered by his Pleaſures, as much as 
by any thing elſe.  . | 
But to remove from Scenes of Decency, 
to Scenes of Wit. And here Mannel and 
Sancho, two pleaſant ſharp Fellows, will di- 
vert us extreamly. Mannel in the Diſguiſe 
of a Lady addreſſes the Dutcheſs in this 
manner. 
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manner. I{:ſfrions Beauty I muſt de: 
fire to know whether the moſt parifiarferozs 
Don Quixote of the Manchiſſima, and his 
[quireiſerous Panca, be' in this Company or 
a0. "This is the Ladies ſpeech ! Now 
comes Sancho, Why look you Forſooth, with. 
oat any more Flouriſhes, the Governour Panca 
is here, and Don Quixotiſhmo too ; there- 
fore moſl afflict, arlſumous Matronil/ima, ſpeak 
what you williſtmus, for we are all ready to 
be your Servilorijjtmus, 

I dare not go on, for fear of overlay- 
ing the Reader, He may cloy himſelf at 
his Leifure. The Sceze berwcen the T aylor 
and Gardiner, lies much in the ſame Lati- 
tude of Underſtanding. - 

The Third Part preſcnts a ſet of Poppets, 
which is a Thought good enough ; for 
this Play is only fit to move upon Wires. 
"Tis pity theſe little Machizes appear'd no 
ſooner, for then the Senle, and the Aors 
had been well adjuſted. In explaining 
the Pe fons, He acquaints us that Caraſco 
is a Witty Man. 1 can't tell. what the 
Gentlcman might be in other Places, but 
I'm Satisghed he*is a Fool in his Play, 
But ſome Poets are #8 great Judges of 
Wit, as they are an inſtance ; And have 
the Theory and the Practile jult alike. 

Mr. Lurfeys Epiſtles Ledicatory are to 
the full as diverting as his Comedies, A 
tittle of them may not be amiſs. . In 


Don Muirot, 

In his firſt, He thus addrefles the Dutches 
of Ormond, *Tis Matlam from your Graces 
Proſperous In{luence that I date my Good 
Fortune, To Date from time and Place, 
is vulgar and ordinary, and many a Let- 
ter has miſcarried with it: But to do it 
from an Influence, is Aſtrological, and fur- 
prizing, and agrees extreamly with the 
Hemiſphere of the Play-houſe. 
one would eafily imagine were the Poor 
Off-/pring of Mr. Darfey's Brain, as he very 
judiciouſly phraſes 1t. F 

One Paragraph in. his Dedication to 
Mr. Montague is perfect. Quixotiſm ; One 
would almoſt think him enchanted. PII 
eive the Reader a 1 aſt. 


Had your Eyes ſhot the haughty Auſterity 


your valued tt. 34 


upon me of a right Conrtier, 
minutes had never been diſturbd with dilato- 


ry Trifles of this Nature, but my Heart on 


aull Conſideration of your Merit, had ſupine- 
ly wiſh*d -you proſperity at a Diſtance. T'm 
afraid the Poer was under ſome Apprehen- 
lions of the "Temper he complains ot. 
For to my thinking, there 1s a great deal 
of Supineſs, and dull Conſideration in theſe 
Periods. He tells his Patron his Smiles 
have embolden'd him, 1 confeſs I can't fee 
how He,could forbear {ſmiling at ſuch En- 
tertainment. However Mr. Durfey takes 


Things by the beſt Handle, and is refolv'd 
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to be happy in his Interpretation. But to 
be ſerious. Were I the Author, I would 
diſcharge my Muſe unleſs ſhe prov'd kind. 
er. His way 1s rather to cultivate his 
Lungs, and Sing to other Peoples Senſe; 
For to finiſh him in a word, he is Vox, & 
preterea nihil. T ſpeak this only on Supp. 
ſition that the reſt of his Performances are 
like Theſe, Which becauſe I have not 
peruſed I'can' judge of no farther than 
by the Rule of ex pede Hercalem, I ſhall 
conclude with Monſieur Bozleau's Art of 
Poetry. This citation maypoſſibly be of ſome 
ſervice to. Mr. Durfey; For if not con- 
cern'd in the Application, he may at leaſt 
be precaution'd by the Advice. 


The Tranſlation runs thus. 


I like an Author that Reforms the Age ; 
And keeps the right Decorum of the Stage : 
That always pleaſes by juſ# Reaſons Rule : 
But for a tedious Droll a Quibbling Fool, 
Who with low nauſeous Baudry fills his Plays; 
Let him be gone and on two Treſſ ells raiſe 
Some Smithfield Stage, where he may at# his 


Us 


Pranks, 
And make Jack-puddings ſpeak ro Mounte- 
banks. | 


SECT, 
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Remarks upon the Relaple. 


H E Relapſe ſhall follow Do» Qurxot; 
L upon the account of ſome Alliance- 
between them. And becauſe this Author 
ſwaggers ſo much in his Preface, and ſeems 
to 160k; big upon his Performance, I ſhall 
{ſpend a few more thoughts than ordinary 
upon his Play, and examine it briefly in * 
the Fable, the Moral, the Charatters, &c. 
The Fable I take to be as follows. 
Faſhion a Lewd, Prodigal, younger Brother, 


is reduced to extremity: Upon his arrival 


from his Travels, he meets with Coupler, ax 


old ſnarping Match-maker ; This Man puts 
him upon a projett of cheating his Elder Bro- 
ther Lord Foplington, of a rich Fortane. 
Toung Faſhion berng refuſed a Summ of Mo« 
ney by his Brother, goes 'into Couplers Plot, 
bubbles Sir Tunbelly of his Daughter, and 
makes himſelf Maſter of a fair Eſtate. 

From the Form and Conſtitution of the 
Fable, 1 obſerve x 
i/f. That there is a Miſnommer in the 
Title, The Play ſhould not have been 
call'd the Relapſe, or Virtue in Danger: 

© |: Lovelace; 
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Lovelace, and Amanaa, from whoſe Cha- 
ratters theſe Names are drawn, are Per- 
ſons of Inferiour Conſideration. LZovelace 
ſinks in the muddle of the Fourth AR, 
and we hear no more of him till towards 
the End of the Fifth, where he enters once 
more, but then *'tis as Cato did the Sc- 
nate houſe, only to go out again. And 
as for Amanda {he has nothing to do ut 
to ſtand a ſhock of Courtſhip, and carry 
oft her Virtue. This I conteſs is a great 
task in the Play-hoaſe, but no main matter 
in the Play. 

The Intrigue, and the D#ſcovery, the 
great Revolution and ſucceſs, turns upon 
Toung Faſhion. He without Competition, 
is the Principal Perſon in the Comedy. And 
therefore the Tounger Brother, or the Fortu- 
ate Cheat, had been much a more proper 
Name. Now when a Poet can't rig out 
a Title Page, 'tis but a bad ſign of his hold- 
Ing outto the Eprlogne. 

2ly. T obſerve the Moral 1s vitious : It 
points the wrong way, and puts the Prize 
into the wrong Hand, It teems to make 
Lewaeſs the reaſon of Dygſert, and gives 
Foung Fajhion a ſecond Fortune, only for 
Debauching away his Firſt, A ſhort 
view of his. Character, will make good 
this Reflection. To begin with him; He 
contcfſes himicli a Rake, ſwears, and 

Blaſphemes, 


— 


- The Relapſe. 
Blaſphemes, Curſes, and Challenges his 
ElderBrother,cheats him of his Miſtrefs,and 
gets him laid by the Heels in a Dog-Ken- 
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nel. And what was the ground of all _ 


this unnatural 'qu#relling and outrage ? 
Why the main of it was only becauſe 
Lord Foplineton refuſed to ſupply his Lux- 
ury, and make” good his Extravagance. 
This Toune Faſhion after all, is the Poets 
Man of Merit. He provides, a Plot and 
a Fortune, on purpoſe for him. To ſpeak 
freely, A Lewd Character ſeldom wants 
mo Luck in Comedy. So that when ever 
you ſee a, thorough Libertfne, you may al- 
moſt ſwear he is 1n a riſing way, and that 
the Poet intends to make him a great Man. 
In ſhort ; This P/ay perverts the End of 
Comedy : Which as Monheur Rapiz ob- 
ſerves ought to regard Reformation, and 
publick Improvement. But the Relapſer 
had a more faſhionable Fancy in his Head. 
His Moral! holds forth this notable In- 
ſtruction. . 

1/f. That all Tounger Brothers ſhould 
be careful to run out their Circumſtances 
as Faſt, and as Ill as they can. And when 
they have put their Afairs 1n this poſture 
of Advantage, they may conclude them- 
felves in the high Road to Wealth, and 
Succeſs. For' as Faſhion Blaſphemoully 
apphes. it, Providence takes care of Men of 
Merit. £2 2aly 
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2ly. That when a Man is preſs'd, his 
bulineſs 1s not to be govern'd by Scruples, 
or formalize upon Conſcience and Ho- 
neſty. The {mares Expedients are the 
beit ; For in {uch caſes the Occaſion ju- 
ſtifies the Means, anda Knight of the Poſt, 
1s as good as oneof the Garter. In the 

34. Place it may not be improper to 
look a little into the Plot. Here the Poet 
ought to play the Politician if ever. This 
part ſhould have ſome ſtroaks, of Con- 
du&t, and ſtrains of Invention more then 
ordinary. There ſhould be ſomething 
that is admirable, and unexpected to ſur- 
prize the Audience. And all this Fineſs 
mult work by gentle degrees, by a due 
preparation of Incidents, and by Inftru- 
ments which are probable. Tis Mr. Ra- 


pins remark, that without probability every 


Thing is lame and Faulty. , Where there is 
no pretence to Miracle and Machine, mat- 
ters muſt not exceed the force of Beleif. 
To produce eftects without proportion ; 
and likelyhood in the Cauſe, 1s, Farce, 
and Magick, and looks more like Con- 
juring, than Conduct. Let us examine the 
Relapſer by thele Rules. To diſcover his 
Plot, we mult lay open ſomewhat more 
of the Fable. 

*Lord Foplizzton a Town Beau, had 
* agreed to Marry the Daughter of Sir. 
*Tun- 
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6 Tn-belly Clumfey a Country Gentleman, 
* who lived Fifty miles fom London. 
© Notwithſtanding this fmall diſtance, the 
*Lord had never feen his Miſtreſs, nor 
* the Knight his. Son in Law. Bothpar- 
* ties out of their great Wiſdom, leave 
© the treating the Match to Coupler, When 
© all the preliminaries of Settlement were 
* adjuſted, and Lord Foplinfron expetted 
* by Sir Tan-belly in a tew days, Coupler 
© betrays his Truſt to Tour Ealhion. He 
*adviſes him to. go down before his Bro- 
©ther : To Counterfeit his Perſon, and 
* pretend that the ſtrength of his Inclina- 
© tzons brought him thither before his time, 
and without his Retinue. And to make 
© him paſs upon Sir T#x-belly, Coupler gives 
© him his Letter, which was to. be Lord 
© Foplingtons Credential. Towne Faſhion 
* thus provided, poſts down to Sir Ta- 
* belly, is received for Lord Fop/ineton, and 
© by the helpof a little Folly and Knavery 
$*in the Family, Marries the young Lady 
* without her ' Fathers Knowledge, and a 
*weck before the Appointment. 

This is the Main of the Contrivance. 
"The Counterturn in Lord Foplingtons ap- 
pearing afterwards, and the Support of 
the main Plot, by Bulls, and -Narſes at- 
telting the Marriage, contain's little of 
Moment. And here we may obſcrve that 
4 Lord, 
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' Lord Foplington has an unlucky 
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Diſa- 
greement in his Chara@er ; 'This Misfor- 
tune fits hard upon the credibility of the 
Deſign. *Tis true he was Formal and 
Fantaſtick, Smitten with Dreſs, and Equi- 
page, and it may be vapour'd by his Per- 
fumes ;, But his Behaviour is far from that 
of an Ideot. This being granted, *tis very 
unlikely this 'Lord ihe five Thouſand 
pounds per anzum, ſhould leave thechoiſe 
of his Miſtreſs to Conpler, and” take her 
Perſon and Fortune upon Content, To 
court thus blindfold, and by Proxy, does 
not agree with the Method of an Eſtate, 
nor the Niceneſs of a Beaz. However 
the Poet makes him engage Hand over 
Head, without ſo much as the ſight of 
her Ficture. His going down to Sir Tan- 
bell; was as extraordinary as his Courtſhip. 
He had never ſeen this Gentleman.He muſt 
know him to be beyond Meaſure ſufpi- 
cious, and that there was no Admittance 
without Couplers Letter, This Letter 
which was, the Key to the Caſtle, he for- 
cot to take with him, and tells you was 
ſtolen by his Brother Tam, And for his part 


he neither had the Diſcretion to get ano- 


ther, nor yet to produce that written b 
hum to Sir Tx-belly. Had common Senfe 
been conſulted upon this Occaſion, the P/ot 
had been at an End, and the P/ay had ſunk 
. ; in 
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The Relayle, 
in the Fourth AF. The-Remainder ſub- 
ſits purely upon the ſtrength of Folly, 
and of Folly altogether improbable, and 
out of Charatfer. The Salvo of Sir ou 
Frienaly's appearing at laſt, and vouching 
for Lord Foplengton, won't mend the mat- 
ter, For Lay. Story informs us, Lord 
Foplingtop never depended on this Reſerve: 
He knew nothing of this Gentleman be- 
ng in the Country, nor where he Lived. 
The» truth 1s, Sir TM was left in Towz, 
and the Lord had neither concerted his 
jpurney with, him, ' nor engaged his Af- 
ſiſtance. . 

Let us now ſee how Sfr. Ta-belly hangs 
together. This Gentleman the Poet makes 
: Faftice of Peace, and a Deputy Lieutenant, 
and ſeats him fifty Miles from Lon4or : 
But by his CharaQter you would take him 
for .one of Hercaules's Monſters, or ſome 
Gyant in Gay of Warwick. His Behavi- 
our is altogether Romance, and has nothing, 
agrecable to 'Time, or .Country. When 

aſhion, and Lory, went down, they find 
the Bridge drawn up, the Gates barr'd, 
and the Blunderbuſs cock'd at the firſt 
civil Queſtion. And when Sir Tan-belly 
had notice bf this formidable Appearance, 
he Sallies out with the Poſſe of 1% Family, 
and marches againſt a Couple of Strangers 
with a Life Gaurd of Halberds, Sythes, 

oh ST and 
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and Pitchforks. And to make {ure work, 
Young Hoydez 1s lock*d up at the firlt ap- 
proach of the Enemy. Here you have 
prudence and warineſs to the exceſs of 
Fable, and Frenſy. And yet this mighty 
man of ſuſpition, truſts Coupler with the 
Diſpoſal of his only Daughter, and his 
Eſtate into the Bargain. And what was 
this Coupler ? Why, a ſharper by Charadter, 
and little better by Profeſſion. Farther, Lord 
Foplizgton and the Knight, are but a days 
Journey afſunder, and yet by their treat- 
ing by Proxy, and Commiſhon, one 
would Fancy a dozen Degrees of Lati- 
tude betwixt them. And as for Young 
Faſhion, EXCECPtIng Couplers Letter, he has 
all imaginable Marks of Impoſture upon 
him. He comes beforc his Time, and with- 
out the Retinue expected, and has nothing 
of the Air of Lord Foplingtox's Conver- 


pray where are your Coaches and Servants 
»y Lora? He makes a trifling excule. 
yir, that I might give you and your Fair 
Daughter a proof how impatient I am to be 
nearer akin to you, I left my Equipage to 


follow me, and came away Poſt, with only one 


Servant, To be in ſuch a Hurry of In- 
clination for a Perſon he never ſaw, is 
{omewhat {trange ! Beſides, *tis very un- 
likely Lord Foplington ſhould hazard his 

| Com- 


ſation. When Sir 7 «n-belly ask'd him, 
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Complexion on Horſeback, out ride his 


Figure, and appear a Bridegroom in Deſ- 
habille. You may as foon perſwade a 


; Peacock out of his Train, as a Bea« out 


of his Equipage ; eſpecially upon ſuch an 
Occaſion. Lord Foplington would ſcarſe- 
ly ſpeak to his: Brother juſt come a Shore, 
till the Grand Committee of Taylors, Seam- 
treſſes, &c. was diſpatch'd. Pomp, and 
Curioſity were this Lords Inclination ; 
why then ſhould he mortifie without ne- 
cefſity, make his firſt Approaches thus 
out of Form, and preſent himſelf to his 
Miftreſs at ſuch Diſadvantage? And as 
this is the CharaQter of Lord Foplington, 
ſo *tis reaſonable to ſuppole Sir Trxbelly 
acquainted with it. An enquiry into the 
Humour and management of a Son in Law, 
is very natural and Cuſtomary. So that 
we can't without Violence to Senſe, ſup- 
poſe Sir Tuzbelly a Stranger to Lord Fop- 
{ington's Singularities. Theſe Reaſons were 
enough in all Conſcience to make Sir Tux- 
belly tuſpect a Juggle, and that Faſhion was 
no better then a Counterfeit. Why then 
was the Credential {wallow*d withour 
chewing, why was not Hoyaez lock'd up, 
and a pauſe made for farther Enquiry ? 
Did this J«ftice never hear of ſuch a "Thing 


as Knavery, or had he ever greater rea- 


ſon to guard. againſt it * More wary ſteps 
might 


Remarks upon 


might well have been expeCted from Sir 
Tunbelly, To run from one extream of 
Caution, to another of Credulity, is high- 


ly improbable. In ſhort, either Lord 


Foplington and - Sir Txnbelly are Fools, or 
they are not, If they are, where lies the 
Cunning in over-reaching them ? What 
Conqueſt can there be without Oppoſition ? 
If they are-not Fools, why does the Poet 
make them ſo ? Why is their ConduQ.ſo 
oroſs, {o particolonr”d, and inconſiſtent ? 
. Take them either way, and the Plot mil- 
carries, The firſt ſuppoſition -makes it 
dull, and the later, incredible. So much 
for the Plor. I ſhall now in the 

4th. Place touch briefly upon the Man- 
FETS, 

The Marrers in the Language of the 
Stage have a fſignification ſomewhat par- 
ticular. Ariſtotle and Raprn call them the 
Cauſes and Principles of Aftion. They 
are formed upon the Diverſities of Age, 
and Sex, of Fortune, Capacity, and Edu- 
cation. The propriety of Manners con- 
fiſts in a Conformity of PraQtiſe, and Prin- 
Cciple; of Nature, and Behaviour. For 
the purpoſe. An old Man muſt not ap- 


pear with the Profuſeneſs and Levity of. 


Youth ; A Gentleman muſt not talk like a 
Clown, nor a Country Girl like a Town 
Jik. And when the Charaters are feign'd 
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'tis Horace's Rule to keep them Uniform, 
and conſiſtent, and agreeable to their firſt 
ſetting out. The Poet muſt be careful to 
hold his Perſozs tight to their Calling and 
pretentions. He muſt not ſhift, and ſhuffle 
their Underſtandings; Let. them skip 
from Wits to Blockheads, n6r from Cour- 
tiers to Pedants: On the other hand. If 
their buſineſs is playing the Fool, keep 
them ftrictly to their Duty, and never 
indulge them in fine Sentences. To ma- 
nage otherwile, 1s to deſert Nature, and 
makes the Play appear monſtrous, -and 
Chimerical. So that inſtead of an Image 
of Life, *tis"rather an Image of Impoſſibi- 
lity. To apply ſome of theſe remarks to 
the Relapſer. 

The fhne Berinthia, one of the Top-Cha- 
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raQers, is impudent and Profane. Love- 


lace would engage her Secrecy, and bids 
her Swear. She anſwers I do. 

Lov. By what ? 

Berinth. By Womazr. | 

Lov. That's Swearing by my Deity, do it 
by your own, 'or T (hart believe you. 

Berinth. By Man then. 

This Lady promiſes Worthy her En- 
deavours to corrupt Amanaz; and then 
They makea Profane jeſt upon the Office. 
In the progreſs of the Play after a great 
deal of Lewd Diſcourſe with AN” 

er 
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P. 74+ Berinthia is carried off into a Cloſer, and 
Lodged in a Scexe of Debauch. Here is 
Decency, and Relervedneſs, to a great 
exaQnels ! Monſieur Rapin blames Artoſto, 
and 7afſo, tor repreſenting two of their 
Refeft. Women over free, and airy. Thele Poets 
p. 4%. fays he, rob Women of their Charafter, which 
is Modeſty, Mr. Rymer 1s of the ſame Opi- 
nion : His words are thele. Nature knows no- 
Tragedies Thing inthe Manners which ſo properly, and 
of tve laft particularly diſtinguiſh a Woman, as her Mo- 
_ mou” aeſty, An impuaent Woman is fit ont 
p. 113, to bgkicked, and expos'd in Comeay. 
314. Now Berinthia appears in Comedy tis 
true ; but neither to be kictdy nor expos'd, 
She' makes a Conſiderable Figure, has 
good Uſage, keeps the beſt Company, and 
goes oft without Cenſure, or Diſadvan- 
tage. Let us now take a Turn or two 
with Sir Twn-belly's Heireſs of 1500 pounds 
a year. This Young Lady ſwears, talks 
{mut, and 1s upon the matter juſt as rag- 
manner*d as Mary the Baxſome. ?Tis plain 
the Relapſer copyed Mr. Durfey's Origi- 
nal, which 1s a fhen he was ſomewhat 
Pinch'd. Now this Charatter was no 
orcat Beauty in Buxſome; But it becomes 
rhe Knights Daughter much worſe. Bux- 
ome was a poor Peſant, which made her 
Rudeneſs more natural, and expeCted. 
But Deputy Lieatenaits Children don't 
uſc 
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uſe to 'appear with the Behaviour of Beg- 
gars. To breed- all People alike, and 
make no diſtintion between a Seat, and a 
Cottage, 15 not over artful, nor very cere- 
monious to the Country Gentlemen. 'The 
Relapſer gives Miſs a pretty Soliloquy, 
PII N knibe it 6 the Ready, ER 
She ſwears by her Maker, "//s well 1 
have a Husband a coming, or Pde Marry 
the Baker I would ſo. No body can knock 
at the Gate, but preſently | muſt be lock'd 
up,. and here's the Toung Gray-hound—-can 
run looſe about the Hoaſe all day lone, ſhe 
can, *tis very well ! Afterwards her Lan- 
age is too Lewd. to be quoted. Here 
1s a Compound of Ill Manners, and Con- 
tradition ! Is this a good Reſemblance of 
Quality, a Deſcription of a great Heireſs, 
and the effe&t of a Cautious Education ? 
By her Coarſneſs you would think her 
Bred upon a Common, and by her Confi- 
dence, in the Nurſery of the P/ay-houſe. I 
{uppoſe the RelapſerFancies the calling her 
Miſs Hoyden 1s enough to juſtifie her Il] 
Manners. By his tavour, this 1s a Miſtake. 
Torepreſent her thus unhewn, he ſhould 
have ſuited her Condition to her Name, 
a little better. For there is no Charm in 
Words as to matters of Breeding, An un- 
faſhionable Name won't make a Man a 
Clown. Education is not form'd upon 
Sounds, 
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Sounds, and Syllables, but upon Circums 
ſtances, and Quality. So that if he wag 
refolv*d to have ſhown her thus unpoliſh'd, 
he ſhould have made her keep: Sheep, or 
brought her up at the Waſh-Boud. 

- Sir Tap-belly accoſts Young Faſhion much 
at the ſame rate of Accompliſhment. My 
Lord, I humbly crave leave to bid you 
Welcome inCup of Sack-wine, One would 
imagine the Poet was overdozed before 
he gave the Jaſtice a Glaſs. For Sack- 
wine is too low for a Petty Conſtable, This 
peaſantly expreſſion -agrees neither with 
the Gentlemans Figure, nor with the reſt 
of his Behaviour. I find we ſhould have 
a Creditable Magiſtracy, if the Relapſer had 
the Making them. Here the Charatters 
are pinch'd in Senſe, and ſtinted- to ſhort 
Allowance. At an other time they are 
over-indulged, and treated above Ex- 
pectation. 

For the purpoſe. Vanity and Forma- 
lizing is Lord Foplingtons part. To let 
him ſpeak without Aukwardneſs, and 
AﬀeQtation, is to put him out of his Ele- 
ment. There muſt be- Gumm and ftit- 
fening in his Diſcourſe to make it natural, 
However, the Relapſer has taken a fancy 
to his Perſon, and given him ſome of the 


moſt Gentile raillery in -the whole Play. 


To give an Inſtance or two. This Lord 
in 
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in Diſcourſe with Faſbion forgets his Name, 
flies out into Senſe, and {mooth expreſ- 
ſion, out talks his Brother, and -abatin 
the ſtarch'd Similitude of a Watch, dit- 
covers nothing of AﬀeCtation, for almoſt 2: 42: 
a Page together. He relapſes into the ſame « 
Intemperance of good Senſe, in an other 
Dialogue between him and his Brother, 

I ſhall cite a little of it. 

7. Faſh. Unleſs you are ſo kind to afſift 
me in redeeming my Annuity, I know no 
Remedy, but to go take a Purſe, 

L., Fopl. Why Faith Tam fo give þ. 43: 
you my ho of the Thing, I do think taking 
a Purſe the bet Remedy in the World, for 
if you ſucceed, you are releivd that way, if 
you are taken you are relied tother. 

Faſhion being diſappointed of a ſupply 
gnrrels his Elder Brother, and calls him 
the Prince of Coxcombs. 

L. Fopl. Sir 1 am proud of being at the 
Head of ſo prevailing a party. 

Y. Faſh. Will zothing then provoke thee ? 
draw Coward, 

L. Fopl. Look you Tam, your poverty 
makes your Life ſo burdenſome to you, you 
would provoke me to a Quarrel, in hopes 
either to flip through my Lungs into myEſtate, 
or elſe to get your ſelf run through the Guts, to 
put an end to your Pain, But I ſhall diſap= 
point you in both, &C, 
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This Drolling has too much Spirit, 
the Air of it 1s too free, and too hand- 


 ſomly ttrnd for Lord Foplingtons Chara. 


Qter. TI grant the Relapfſer could not a- 
ford to loſe theſe Sentences. +'The Scene 
would have ſuffer?d by the Omifſhon. But 
then he ſhould have contriv'd the matter 
ſo, as that they might, have been ſpoken 
by Young Faſhion in Aſides, or by ſome 
other more proper Perſon. To go on. 
Miſs Hoyden Farkles too much in Conver- 
ſation. 'The Poet muſt needs give her a 
{hining Line or two, which ſerves only 
to make the reſt of her dullneſs the more 
remarkable. Sir. Tuz-belly falls into the 
ſame Misfortune of a Wit, and rallies 
above the force of his Capacity. But the 
place having a mixture of Profaneſs, I 
{ſhall forbear to cite it. Now to what 
purpoſe ſhould a Fools Coat be embrot 
der'd ? Finery in the wrong place is but 


_ expenſive Ridiculouſneſs. Beſides, I don't 


perceive the Relapſer was in any Condi- 
tion to be thus liberal. And when a Poet 1s 
not overitock'd, to{quander away his Wit 
among his B/ock-heads, is meer DiſtraQtion. 
His men of Senſe wilt ſmart for this pro- 
divality. Lovelace in his dilcourle of Frieza- 
ſip, {hall be the firit Inſtance. Friendſbip 
(lays he) 7s ſaid to be 4 plant of tedious 
growth , its Root compoſed of tender Fibers, 
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nice in their Taſt, &c. By this Deſcrip- 
tion the Palate of a Fiber, ſhould be ſome- 
what more zice and, diſtinguiſhing, then 
the Poets Judgment, Let us examin ſome 
more of his Witty People. Young Faſhion 
fancies by Miſſes farward Behaviour, ſhe 
would have a whole Kgnnel of Beaux at- 
ter her at Loxaon.. And then Hey to the 
Park, and the Play, andthe Church, ad the 
Devil, Here I conceive the ranging, of 
the Period is amiſs. For if he had put the 
Play, and the Devil together, the Order of 
Nature, and the Airof Probability had beef 
much better obſerv*d. 


Afterwards Coupler being out of Beeath 


in coming, up ſtairs to Faſhion, asks him 
why the —— caxſt thou not lodge upon the 
Grouzd-floor ? 

T. Faſh. Becauſe I love to bt as near 
Heawen as I can. One would think a Spark 
ju{t come off his Fravels, and had made 
the Tour of Italy and France, might have 
rallied with a better Grace ! However if 
he lodg'd in a Garret, *tis a good Local 
jeſt. I had almoſt forgot one pretty re- 
markable Sentence of Faſhion to Lory, 1 
ſhall ſhew thee ( ſays he) the exceſs of my 
Paſſion by beins wery calm. Now ſince 
this Gentleman was 1n a vein of talking 
Philoſophy to his Man, P'm forry he broke 
of fo quickly. Had he gone on and ſhown 
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him the Exceſs of a Storm and no Wind 
ſtirring, the Topick had been ſpent, and 
the Thought improv*d to the utmoſt, 
Let us now paſs on to Worthy, the Re- 
lapſers fine Gentleman. This Spark ſets 
up for Senſe, and Addreſs, and 1s to have 
nothing of AﬀeQation or Conſcience to 
ſpoil his Character. However to ſay no 
more of him, he grows Foppiſh 1n the lait 
Scene, and courts Amanaa 1n Fuitian, and 
Pedantry. Firſt, He gives his Periods a 
turn of Verſihcation, and talks Proſe to 
her in Meeter, Now this is jult as agree- 
able as it would be to Rae with one Leg, 
and Halt with the other. Burt let him 
{peak for himſelt. His firſt buſineſs 1s to 
bring Amanda to anAveriion for her Hus- 
band ; And therefore he perſwades her to 
Rouſe uy that Spirit Women ought to bear ; 
and ſlight your God if he neglets his angel. 


e goes On with his Orifons. Mziuth 


. Arms of Ice receive his Cola Embraces., and 


keep your Fire for thoſe that come in Flames, 
Fire and Flames, 1s Mettal upon Mettal ; 
[is falſe Heraldry. Extena the' Arms 
of Mercy *t9 his Aid. His zeal may erve 
h1: Title to your Pity, altho* his Merit can- 
71 claim your Love. Here you have Arms 
brought in again by Head and ſhoulders. 
I tuppole the deſign was to keep up the 
Situation ct the 4//ecory. But the latter 
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part of the Speech is very Pithy, He 
would have her refign her Vertue out of 
Civility, and abuſe her Husband on Prin- 
ciples of good Nature. Worthy purſues 
his point, and Riſcs in his Addreſs. He falls 
intoa Fit of Diſſection, and hopes to gain 
his Miſtreſs by Cutting his Throat. He 
is for Ripping up his Faithful Breaſt, to 
prove the Reality of his Paſſion. Now 
when a Man Courts with his Heart in his 
Han, it muſt be great Cruelty to refuſe 
him ! No Butcher could have "Thought 
of a more moving Expedlient ! However, 
Amanaa continues obitinate, and is not in 
the uſual Humour of the Sgage. Upon 
this, like a well bred Lover he ſeizes her 
by Force, and threatens to Kill her. Nay 
#ruggle not for als in vain, or Death, or 


2 9 $14 e IQ 
Vittory, I am determin'd. In this rencoun- 


ter the Lady proves too nimble, and {lips 
through, his Fingers. Upon this difap- 
pointment, he cries, there's Divinity about 
her, and (he hs diſpencd ſome Portion on't 
fo me. His Paſhonis Metamorphos'd in 
the Turn of a band: He 1s refin'd into a 
Platonick Admirer, and goes off as like a 
Town Spark as you would wiſh. And fo 
much fr the Poets fine Gentleman. 

IT ſhould now examine the Relapſer*s 
Thoughts and Expreſſions, which are two 
other Things of Conſideration in a P/ay. 
03 The 
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" Remarks upon 
The Thoughts or Sentiments are the Ex- 
preſſions of the Manners, as Words are 0 


the Thoughts. But the view of the Cha- 
rafters has inſome meaſure prevented this 


Enquiry. Leaving this Argument there- 
fore, I ſhall conſider his Play with re- 
ſpect to the , | 

Three Unitiesof Time, Place, and Atti- 
on. 
And here the Reader may pleaſe to take 
notice, that the Deſign of theſe Rules, is 
to conceal the Fiction of the Srage, to 
make the Play appear Natural, and to give 
it an Air of Reality, and Converſation. 

The largeſt compaſs for the firſt Unity 
1s Twenty Four Hours: But a leſſer pro- 
portion is more regular. To beexaQ, the 
Time of the Hiſtory, or Fable, ſhould not 
exceed that of the Repreſentation: Or in 
other words, the whole Bulinefs of the 
Play, ſhould not be much longer than the 
Time it takes up in Playing. | 

The Second U2ty is that of Place. To 
obſerve ft, the Scene muſt not wander from 
one 'Town, or. Country to another, It 
muſt continue in the ſame Houſe, Street, 
or at fartheſt in the ſame City, where it 
was firſt laid. The Reaſon of this Rule 
depends upon the Firſt, Now the Com- 
paſs of 7:me being {trait, that of Space 
muſt bear a Correſpondent Proportion. 
| Long 


Ys ® 


The Relapſe. 


Long journeys in Plays are impraQticable. 
The Diſtances of P/ace muſt be ſuited to 
Leiſure, and Poſſibility, otherwiſe the ſup- 


. poſition will appear unnatural and abſurd. 


The ; 
Third Vntty is that of Aon ; It con- 
ſiſts in contriving the chief Buſineſs of 
the Play fingle, and making the concerns 
of one Perſon diſtinguiſhably great above 
the reſt. All the Forces of the Szage mult 
as it were ſerve Under one Gemnera/: And 
the leſſer Intrigues or Underplots, have 
ſome Relation to the Main, The very 
Oppoſitions muſt be uleful, and appear on- 
ly to be Conquer'd, and Countermin'd. 
To repreſent Two conſiderable AQtions 
independent of cach other, Deſtroys the 
beauty of Subordination, weakens the 
Contrivance, and dilutes the pleaſure. It 


 fplirs the Play, and makes.the Poem: double. 
He that would fee more upon this ſubje& pic 


may conſult Corzeille. To bring theſe Re- 7: 


marks to the Caſe in hand. And here we ,,, .q 


may obferve how the Relapſer fails in all 
the Rules above mention'd. 

1/t. His Play by modeſt Computation 
takes up a weeks Work, but five days you 
muſt allow it at the loweſt. One day mult 
be ſpent in the Firſt, Second, and part of 
the Third Ad, before Lord Foplington ſets 
forward to Sir T«x-belly. Now the Length 


Q 3 of 


Remarks upon 


of the Diſtance, the Pomp of the Reti- 
nue, and the Nicenelſs of the Perſon being 
confider'd ; the journey down, and up a- 
gain, cannot be laid under four days. To 
pur this out of doubt, Lord, Foplingeton is 
particularly careful ro tell Coupler, how 
concern'd he was not to overdrive, for fear 
of diſordering his Coach-Horſes, The Laws 
of Place, are no better obſerv'd than thoſe 
of Time. In the Third A& the Play is in 
Ton, in the Fourth A *tis ſtroll'd Fifty 
Miles off, and in the Fifth A& in London 
again. Here Pegaſus ſtretches it to pur- 
poſe ! This Poet 1s fit to ride a Match with 
Witches. Juliana Cox never Switched a 
Broom ſtock with more Expedition! This 
is exactly 


Titus at Walton Town, and Titusat Iſlins- 


!0hhs 


One would think by the probability of 
matters, the P/9t had bcen ſtolen trom 
Dr, 0-—<s. 

"The Poe!*s Succeſs in the laſt Unzry of 
Attion 1s much the fame with the former. 
Lovelace, Amanaa, and Berinthia, have no 
ſhare in the main Buſineſs. Theſe Second 
rate Charadters are a detatched Body : 
Their Intereſt 15 perfettly Foreign, and 
they are neither Friends, nor Enemies , 
BN EE tne 


The Relpaſe 
the Plot. Toung Faſbion. does not ſo much 
as ſee them till the Cloſe of the Fifth 45, 
and then they meet only to fill the Szaze : 
And yet theſe Perſons are in the Poets ac- 
count very conſiderable ; Infomuch that 
he has miſnamed his Play from the Figure 
of two of them. This {trangneſs of Per- 
ſons, diſtint Company, and iaconnexion 
of Afﬀairs, deſtroys the Unity of the Poem. 
The contrivance 1s jult as wiſe as it would 
be to cut a Diamond in rwo. There is 
2 - loſs of Luſtre in the Divition. Increa- 
ſing the Number, abates the Value, and 
by making it more, you makeit leſs. 
Thus far I have examin'd the Dramatick 
Merits of the Play. And upon enquiry, 
it appears a Heap of Irregularities. There 
1Sneither Propriety in the Name, nor Con- 
trivance in the Plot, nor Decorum in the 
(lharafters. Is a thorough Contradi- 
tion to Nature, and impoſſible in Time, 


and Place, Its Shinins Graces as the Au- 7: 


thor calls them, are B/a/phemy and Baudy, 
together with a mixture of Ozhs, and 
Crrſiaz, Upon the whole; The Relap- 
ſer's Judgment, and his Morals, are pretty 
well adjuſted. The Poet, is not much bet- 


ter than'the Many. As for the Profane ar Chap. 


part, *tis hideous and ſuperlative. But 
this T have confider®d elſewhere. All that 
| ſhall obſerve here is, that the Author was 
Q 4 ſenſible 
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{ſenſible of this Objection. His Defence 
jn his Preface is moſt wretched : He pre- 
tends to know nothing of the Matter, 
and that *rzis all Printed ; Which onl 
proves his Confidence equal to the reſt 
of his Virtues. To out-face Evidence in 
this manner, ts next to the affirming there's 
no ſuch Sin as Blaſphemy, which is the 
greateſt Blaſphemy of all. His Apology 
conſiſts in railing at the Clergy ; a certain 
ſign of 11] Principles, and 1ll Manners. 
This He does at an unuſual rate of -Rude- 
neſs and Spite., He calls them the Saints 
with Screw'd Faces, aud wry Mouths. And: 
after a great deal of ſcurrilous Abuſe too 
roſs t9 be mention'd, he adds; If any 
lan happens to be offended at a ſtory of a Cock 
and a Bull, and a Prieſt and a Bull-dog, 1 
bes his Pardon, &c. "This 1s brave Bear- 
Gardez Language ! The Relapſer would 
do well to tranſport his Muſe to Samonur- 


gax * There 'tis likely he might find Lei- 


{ure to lick his Abortive Brat into ſhape ; 
And meet with proper Bulineſs for his 
Temper, and encouragement for his Ia- 
lent, ; 

q \ 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Opinion of Paganiſm, of the Church, 
azd State, concerning the Stage. 


Aving in the foregoing Chapters diſ- 
cover*'d ſome part of the Diſorders 
of the Ezeliſh Stage; I ſhall in this Laſt, 
preſent the Reader with a ſhort View of 
the Senſe of Antiquity, To. which I ſhall 
add ſome Modern Authorities ; From all 
which it will appear that Plays have ge- 
nerally been look'd on as the Narſeries 
of Vice, the Corrupters of Touth, and 
the Grievance of the Country where they 
are ſufter'd, | 
This proof from Teſtimony ſhall be 
ranged under theſe three Heads. 
Under the Firſt, I ſhall cite ſome of 
the moſt celebrated Heathen Philoſophers, 
Orators, and Hiſtorians ; Men of the big- 


gelt Conſideration, for Senſe, Learning, 


and Figure, The 

Second, Shall: conſiſt of the Laws and 
Conſtitutions of Princes, &c. The 

Third, Will be drawn from Church- Re- 
coras, from Fathers, and Councils of unex- 
ceptionable 


Plat. de 
Repub. Lib. 


Pr epar. 
Evarg. 


Cyodesd. 
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ceptionable Authority, both as to Perſons, 
Time. 

1/}., T ſhall produce ſome 
celebrated Heathen Philoſophers ec. To 
begin with P/ato. © ThisPhiloſopher tells us 
* that Plays raiſe the» Paſhons, and per- 
10. Evſcb,f vert the ule of them, and by conſequence 
'tare dangerous to Morality. 
< Reaſon he baniſhes theſe Diverſions his 
© Common-Wealth, 

Xexophon who was both a Man of Ler- 
ters and a great CGezeral, commends the 
Perſians for the Diſcipline of their Edu- 
cation. * They won't (fayshe) fo much 
* as ſuffer their Youth to hear auy thing 
* that's Amorous' or 
were afraid want of Ballaſt might make 
them muſcarry, and that *twas dangerous 
ro add weight ro th? Byaſs of Na- 


For this 


of the moſt 


They 


Ariſtotle lays it down for a Rule © that 


© the 
P-/:t. L:5.< the 
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NOC 


tarrher. 
E * Aion 18 very aftecting. It commands 
* the Audience and changes the Paſſions to 


Law ought to forbid Young, Pcople 
ſecing of Comedtes, Such permiſſions 
being falſe till- Age and Diſcipline 
* had conhrn'd them 1n-{obriety, torti- 

© fied rheir Virtue, and made them as it 

* were proof againlt Debanchery. This 

* Philotupher who had look'd as far into 
"i. Humane Nature as any Man, obſerves 


©'That rhe force of Muſick and 


*A 


-- 
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©: Reſemblance of the Matter before them. 
So that where the Repreſentation is foul, 
' | *b< Thoughts of the Company muſt 
_ | 
Tally crys out upon © Licentious Plays 7,6 ow}. 
*and Sath as the ke of Sobriety, = Lb _ 
"| *wiſe Thinking : That Comeay fablits TR es 
' | upon Lewdnefs, and that Pleaſure is the 
' | *Root of all Evil. | 
Livy, reports the Original of Plays a- 
mong the Romans. *He tells us they 
«were brought in upon the ſcore of Re- 
*ligion, to pacifie the Gods, and remove a 
8 © Mortality. But then He Adds that the 
\ | © Motives are {ſometimes good, when the 
* Means are ſtark naught : That the Re- Dec. r. 
© medy in this caſe was worſe than the ©*: 7: 
© Diſeaſe, and the Atonement morc Infec- 
*ttous then the Plague. 
Valerizs Maximus, Contemporary with 
Livy, gives much the ſame Account of 
the riſe of Theatres at Rome. *T was De-+ 
*votion Which built them. And as for 
* the Performances of thoſe Places, which 
* Mr. Dryden calls the Ornaments, this Au- 
*thor cenſures as the Blemiſhes of Peace. 
And which is more, He affirms © They 
$ were the Occaſions of Civil Diſtraftions ; 
* And that the Szate firſt Bluſh'd, and 
*then Bled, for the Entertainment. He ,;, _ 


* concludes the conſequences of Plays 1n- cp. 4. 
* tolerable ; 
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© tolerable; And that the Maſ/ilzenſes did well 
* in clearing the Country of them. Semeca 
©complains heartily of the Extravagance 
© and Debauchery of the Age: And how 
* forward People were to improve 1n that 
© which was naught. That ſcarceany Body 
* would apply themſelves to the Study of 
« Nature and Morality, unleſs when the 
« Play-Houſe was ſhut, or the Weather 
* foul. That there was no body to teach 
* Philoſophy, becauſe there was no body 
© to Learn it : But that the Stage had Nar- 
* ſeries, and Company enough. T his Mi- 
* application vf time and Fancy, made 
* Knowledge in 1o 11] a Condition. 'This 
© was the Cauſe the Hints of Antiquity 
* were no better purſued ; that ſome In- 
* ventions were ſunk, and that Humane 
*Reaſon grew Downwards rather than 
« otherwiſe. And el{where he avers that 
© there is nothing more deſtructive to Good 
© Manners then to run Idling to ſce Szghts, 
« For there Vice makcs an inſenſible Ap- 
© proach, and ſteals upon us in the Dit- 

* ouiſe of pleaſure. 
©7acitrs relating how Nero hired de- 
*cay'd Gentlemen tor the Stage, com- 
* plains of the Miſmanagement ; And lets 
© us know *twas the part of a Prince to re- 
ckive their Neceſſity, and not to Tempt 
*3t. And that his Bounty ſhould rather 
have 
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thave ſet them above an ill praQtiſe, than 
« driver» them apon't. IF 4 

And in another place, He informs us 
that * the German Women were Guard- 
* ed againſt danger, and kept their Honour 
c —__ G 

out of Harms way, by having no Play- 
* Hoajes amongſt them. 


Plays, in the Opinion of, the Judicious $ympoyſcc. 
Plutark are dangerous to corrupt Young £*: 7: 
People; And therefore Stage Poetry when — 
it grows too hardy, and Licentious, p. i5- 


ought to be checkt. This was the Opt- Ed. p4r. 


nion of theſe Celebrated Authors with 
reſpect to Theatre: : They Charge them 


\with the Corruption of Principles, and 


Manners, and lay in all imaginable Cau- 
tion againſt them. And yet theſe Men 
had ſeldom any thing, but this World in 
their Scheme ; and form'd their Judg- 
ments only upon Natural Light, and Com- 
mon Experience. We ſee then to what ſort 
of Conduct we are oblig'd. "The caſe 1s 
plain ; Unleſs we are little enough to re- 
nounce our Reaſon, and fall ſhort of Phi- 
loſophy, and live «der the Pitch of Hea- 
theniſm, 

To theſe Teſtimonies I ſhall add a 
Couple of Poets, who both ſeem good 
Judges of the Afﬀeair in Hand. 

'The firſt is Ovid, who in his Book 
De Arte Amanat, gives is Reader to under- 
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ſtand that the Play-Houſe was the moſt 
likely Plate for him to Forage in! Here 
would be choice of all torts : Nothing be- 
ing more common than to ſee Beauty ſur. 
priz'd, Women debauch'd, and Wenches 


*Pick*d up at theſe Diverſions. 


Sed tu precique curvis venare Theatris, 
Hec loca ſunt voto fertiliora tuo, 
ruit ad celebres cultiſſima Femina 
Laos; * i} 
Copia judiciurmm ſ&pe morata meum eff. 
Speftatum weniunt, veniunt Spectentur ut 
ple ; 
Ille locus cali: damna pudoris habet. 


And afterwards relating the imperfet 
beginning of Plays at the Rape of the Sa- 
bine Virgins, he.adds, 


Stlicit exillo folennia more Theatra 
Nunc quoque formoſis inſidio) a manent. 


This Author ſome time after wrote the 
Remedy of Love. Here he pretends to Pre- 


- ſcribe for Prudence, if not for Sobriety. 


And to this purpoſe, He forbids the ſee- 
ing of Plays, and the reading of Poers, 
cipecially ſome of theng. Such Recreations 
being apt to feed the Diſtemper, and make 


the Patient rclapſc. 


Mt 
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ut 
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At tanti tibi ſit non' indulgere Theatris 

Dum bene de vacuo Peftore cedat amor. 

Enervant animes Cithare, Cantuſque, lyr a- 
que 

Et vox, & numeris brachia mota ſuis. 

lllic afſidue fitts jallantur amantes, 

Quid caveas, attor, quid juvet, arte docet. 


In his De Triſtibus, He endeavours to 
malce ſome Amends for his ſcandalous 
Poems, and gives Auguſtus a ſort of Plan 
for a Publick Reformation. Amongſt other 
Things, he adviſes the ſuppreſſing of Plays, 
as being the promoters of Lewdneſs, and 
Diſſolution of Manners. 


Ut tamen hoc fatear ludi quoque ſemina 
rebent 
Nequitie, tolli tota Theatra jube. 


To the Teſtimony of Ov:a, I could 
add Plautus, Properties, and Juvenal, but 
being not willing to overburthen the Rea- 
der, T ſhall content my felf with the P/aiz- 
Dealer as one better known at Home. 

This Poet in his Deatcation to Laay Þ, 
ſome Emiment Procareſs, pleads the Mc- 
rits of his FunCtion, and inſiſts on being 
Billeted, upon free Quarter, Madam (ſays 
ie ) 1 think a Poet ought to be as free of 
VOuUr 
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our _— as of the Play-Houſes: ſinu 
he contributes to the ſupport of both, ani 
is as meceſſary to ſuch as you, as the Ballad. 
ſfenzer 10 the Pick-purſe, in Convening the 
Cullics at the Theatres to be pick'd up, and 

Ep. Ded. Carried to a ſupper, and Bed, at your Houſes, 
This is franck Evidence, and ne're the 
leſs true, for the Air of a Jelt. 


I ſhall now in the Second 
Place proceed to the Cerſures of | the 
State; And ſhow in a few Words how 
much the Stage ſtands diſcouraged by the 
Laws ok other Countrys and ouvown. 
7lut, De To begin with the Athenians. This 
Glr. A- People tho? none of the worſt Freinds tg 
rement. the Play-Houſe © thought a Comedy fo un- 
© reputable a Performance, that they made 


*a Law that no Judge of the Ariopazw 


© ſhould make one. 


Plut, La. The Lacedemonians, who were remark- 
con Inſti= able for the Wildom of their Laws, the 


gt Sobricty of their Manzers, and their Bree- 


ding of brave Men. "This Government 

would not endure the Stage 1n any Form, 
s; nor under any Regulation. 
_ m_ To paſs on to the Romans, Tully in- 
4. cited by,* forms us that their Preaeceſſouys counted 
Fogg 8 <all Stage-Plays uncreditable and Scanda- 
2. de <:, * 1ous. In ſo much that any Romaz who 
d*j.cad, © turn*d Afor was not only to beDegraded, 
7% « but likewiſe as it were dincorporated, 

an 


"Cana the Stage, .24r- 
«and unnaturalized by . the Order of the 
© (emfors. ; 

St. Augt ine n the ſame Book, com- IS2. cp,” 
mends the Romans tor refuſing the: Jus Cz-?% 
vitatis to Playersfor ſeizing cher Freedoms, 
21d making «them perfectly Foragn to 
their Government: 

We read in L#y that the Yolih Ped- .. 
ple in Rome ke 4 = Fabule Attellank' to Libr 5 
themſelves, would not ſuffer this 
* Diverſion to be k blemmif] xd by rhe” Sage. ,,,., 
* For this reaſon, as ev Hiſtor; $0 obſerves, nib; "Pad. 
$ the Afors of the Fabule Atellane - were 1«i. 

* neither expell'd their 77ibe, nor. rcfuſcd to 
(fer ve in Arms; Both whichPelries It ap- 
* pears the Commun "Players lay. under.-,- | 

In the Theodoſian Code, Playersare Ell xy. cog. 
Pez ſont inhoneſte ; that is, to Tr; /late It Theo. Tit, 
ſoftly, Perſons Maim'd, and Blemuſh'd in ”"* 2-375: 
their Reputation. ,T heir Pigures might 
be ſeen at the Play-Houſe, but. were not 
permitted to hang 1n any creditable Place * is toes He 
of the Town, Upon this Text Gothofred nn 
tells us the FunCtion of Players was counted 
ſcandalous * by theCivil Law, L. 4. And A 
that thoſe who came”upon the Stage to di- rm, 
vert the people, had a mark of Infamy et ; 
upon them. Farſi ſunt ex" Eaitto, DO BY _— 


T ſhall now come down to our own nn 


Conſtitution. And I find by 39. Elie. Cubes 


ap. 4. I. Jas. Ly X 7, 1] hat ,_ p. 
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. E ſudged-anddeem'd Rogues, Uagabands, and fur- 
'* "dp beggars, 


- - nage of higher Degree, andare authorized to Play 


all Searwatdz, Common Players of Enterludes, 
Countecfeit Egyptians &c. ſhall be caken, ad- 


ard ſhall ſuſtain all pain and Punih- 


-ment, as by this Ac is in that behalf appointed. 
The Penalties are infamous,to the laſt de- 


gree, and Capital too, unleſs they give 0 
ver. ?Tis true, the firſt A excepts thoſe 
Players which belong to & 'Earon or other Perſe- 


under the hand and Seal of A: mes of ſuch Baron, 
or Pecſonage. But by the later Sratwte this 


Privilege of Licenſing is taken away : And 
all of them are expreſly brought under the 
Penalty without DiſtinCtion. 

About the Year 1580, there was a Pe- 
tition made to Queen El:zabeth for ſup. 
prefling of Play-Houſes. ?Tis ſomewhat 
remarkable, and therefore I ſhall tran- 
ſcribe ſome part of the Relation. ' 

Many Godly Citizetts, and other well di. 
poſed Gentlemen of London, confidering tha 
Play-Houſes a»d Dicing-Houſes, were Traps 
for Toung Gentlemen and others, and per- 
ceiving the many Inconveniencies and great 
damage that would enſue uw, the long ſuf- 
fering of . the ſame, not only to particular 
Perſons but to the whole City ; And that ii 
would alſo be a great diſparagement to the 
Governours, and a diſhonour to the Gowern- 


ment of this Honourable City, if they (hou: 
| > 


- — — —_ —_ _ = 


Houſes within their Libertits, which atcor- 
| dingly was effetted. And the obs Ave, x P. 2, 3) 4. 


any longer continue, acquainted ſome Pious 
Magiſtrates therewith, deſiring them to take 
ſomeCourſe for the ſuppreſſion of CommonPlay- 
Houſes, &c. within the City of T.ondon and 
Liberties thereof ; who thereupon mate hum- 
ble ſait to Queey Elizabeth and her inf 


Council, and obtain'd leave of her Majeſty 
to thruſt the Players out of the City, ann to rawlige 
pull down all Play-Houfes, and Dicing- *Mofter, 


lately found 
out, &c. 


in Grace-Churcheſtreet &c. were quite pur 
down and ſuppreſsd. 

I ſhall give a Modern Inſtance or two Gaze:: 
from France, and ſo conclude theſe Autho- Rterdam: 
_ | Dec. 20. 

rit1Es. Paris. 
In the Year 1696. - we are inform'd 
by a Dutch Print, M. .L* Archeveque 
eppege &c. That the Lord Arch-Biſhop 
©\upport'd by the intereſt of ſome Reli- 
*g10us Perſons at Court, has done his ut- 
* moſt tq ſuppreſs the Publick Theatres by 
* degrees; or at leaſt to clear them of 
© Profanelſs. ! 
And laſt Summer the Gazetts in the 
Paris Article affirm; That the King has 
* order?d' the Italian Players :to' retire out p,wnc 
* of France becauſe they did not obſerve Amfterdur7 
* his Majeſtze+ Orders, but repreſented im- nes 
* modeſt Pieces, and did not corre& their ri; 
* Obſcenities, and indecent Geſtures. May. 17- 
| R 2 The: ** 
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The ſame Intelligence the next week af- 
ter, acquaints us ,* that ſome Perſons of 
*the firlt Quality at Court, who were 
© the Protettors of theſe Comedians, had ſo- 
* Ifjited the French King to. recal his Or- 
© der againſt them, but their Requeſt had 
© no ſucceſs. 

"And here to put an end to the Modern 
Authorities, I ſhall ſubjoyn a ſort- of Pa- 
floral Letter publiſh'd about two years 
ſince by the Biſhop of Arras in Flanders, 
The Reader ſhall have.as much of it as 
concerns him in both Languages. 


—_ wr TT RC _—— — — —w—_—C_— ee mote 
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MANDEMENT 


| DE MONSEIGNEUR 
| LT Illuſtriſime Et Reverendiſſime 
EVE QUE D' ARRAS 
CONIRE LA COMEDIE. 


uY DE SEVE DE ROCHE CHOUART 
Nd par la grace de Dieu & du Saint Siege Apo- 
ſtolique Eveque-d" Arras, A tous fideles dela Ville d) _ 
Arras Salut F Beneaittion. » Il faut ignorer ſa Re- * 
ligion pour ne pas connoitre Þ borreur qu'elle a mar- 
quie dans tous les temps des SpeRlacles, & de la 
Comecaze en particulier. Les [oints Peres la con- 
damnent dans lears ecrits ;, Ils la regardent cam- 
me un reſte du paganiſme, & Comme une &cole d 
impurete, L' Egliſe Þ a toujours regardee avec abo- 
mination, & fi elle na pas abſolument reette de 
ſon ſein ceux qui excrcent ce metier infame & 
- B ſcandaleux, che les prive publiquement des Sacre- 
mens,  n oublie rien pour marquer en toutes ren- 
corntres ſon averſion pour cet erat & pour Þ guſpirer 
a ſes Enfans. Des Rituels de Dioceſes tres regles 
les mettent au nombre des perfonnes que les Cures 
ſont obliges de trater eamme excommuntes;, Celus 
de Paris les joint aux Sorcicrs, © aux Magiciens, 
C* les regarde comme manifeStement infames ; Le 
- | Fveques ler plus faints leur font refuſer publiquement, 
les Bacremens z Nous avons veu un des premiers 
Eveques de France ne wouloir pas par cette raiſon re- 
CeVorr au mariage un homme de cet etat ;, un autre 
ne voulojr pas leur accorder la terre Sainte ; Et dans 
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les Statuts d un prelat bien plus illuſtre per ſon me. 
rite, par ſa Piete, & par Þ auſterit? de ſa vie que 
par la pourpre dont 11 eff reveſta, on les trouve avec 
les concubinaires, les Vſuriers, les Blaſphemateiirs, 
les Femmes debauchees, les excommunies denonces, 
les Infames, les Simoniaque's, & autres perſonnes 
ſcandaleuſes mis a:« nombre de ceux a qui on doit re- 
fuſer publiquement la Communion. 

Il eft donc impoſſible de juſtifyer la Comeaze ſans 
vouloir condamner Þ Egliſe, les- ſaints peres, les plus 
ſaint Prelats, mats il ne Þ eſt pas moins de juſtifier 


cenx qui par leur aſſiſtance ces ſpettacles non ſeule- 


ment prennent part au mal qui 5'y fait, mats contri- 
. : buent en meme temps 4 rerenir ces malheureux mini- 
ſtres de Satan dans une profeſſion, qui les ſeparant 
des Sacremens de Þ Fyliſe les met dans un cat per- 
petuel de peche & hors de ſalut Sils ne Þ abandon- 

| nent ——- | 
Et 4egard des Comediens & Commediennes, Nous 
defendons tres expreſſement a nos paſteurs &F 4 nos 
Confeſſeurs des les recevoir aux Sacremens fi ce n'eſt 
Trois Let- qu ils ajent fait Penitence de leur peche, donne des 
tres Paſto- preuves d'amendment, renonce a leur Etat, & re- 
_ ſig: pare pat une ſatisfattion publique telle que nous Juge- 
neur L” Y0ns 4 propos de leur ordonner, le Scandale public 
Eveque . quils om donne. Fait & ordonne 4 Arras le qua- 


4 Armas trieme jour de Decembre mil ſix cent quatre-vingt 


, a quinze . 
gÞ 61's | Guy Eveque d' Arras 
TE Et plus bas 
Par Monſeigneur 


CARON. 
In 


—_— — — =o — — 


Concerning the Dkage. 
In Engliſh thus, 


An Order of the moſt Tllu- 
flrious and moſt Reverend 
Lord Biſhop of Arras a- 
gainſt Plays. ; 


*CHOUART. by the grace of God, 
*&c.Biſhop of Arras. To all the Faithful in 
*the Town of Arras Health and Bene- 
*diftion. A man muſt be very ignorant 
* of his Religion, not to know the great 
© diſguſt it has always declar'd, for Pab- 
* lick Sights, and for Plays 1n particular, 
"The Holy Fathers condemn them in 
* their writings; They look upon them 
*as reliques of Heatheniſm, and Schools of 
* Debauchery. They have been always 
* aborinated by the Church; And not- 
* withſtanding thofe who are concern'd 
*in this Scandalous Profefſhhon ; are not 
* abſolutely expell'd by a Formal Excom- 
* munication, yet She publickly refuſes 


(Ext: DE SEVE DE ROCHE 


© them the Sacraments, and omits nothihg | 


* upon all occaſions, to ſhow her averſion 
' for this Employment, and to transfuſe 
R 4 *tho 


p.) 


( 
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* the ſame {entiments. into her Children, 
_ © TheRz#aals of the beſt govern'd Diocelcs, 
\** © have ranged the Players among thoſe 
* whom the Pariſh,Frieſts are obliv'd to 
* treat as Fxcommunicated Perſons. 'The 
* Ritrnt of Paris yoyns them with Sorcc- 
* rers, and Magicians, and.looks upon them 
* as gotoriouſly infamous ; The moſt emi- 
* nent Biſhops for Piety, have publickly 
*demied them the Sacraraents ; For tlus 
* tcaſon, we our ſelves. have known one 
© of the moſt conſiderable Biſhops in Fraxce; 
*turn. back a Player that came to 
© Married ; And an other of the ſame order, 
* refuſed to bury them in Conſecrated 
* Ground: And by the Orders of a Biſhop, 
*who is much more illuſtrious for his 
* worth, for his Piety, and the Strictneſs 
*of his Life, than for the Parple in his 
* Habit; 'Ihey are thrown among(t For- 
* nicators,  Ulurers, Blaiphemers, Lewd 
* Women, and declar'd Excommunicates, 
*amongſt the Infamous, and Simoniacal, 
* and other Scandalous Periſogs who are 
© in the Liſt of thoſe who ought publick- 
*ly to be barr'd Communion. 

* Unleſs therfore we have a mind to 
*condemn the Church, the Holy Fathers, 
*and the moſt holy Biſhops, *tis impoſſi- 
* ble to juſtifie P/xzs ; neither 15 the De- 
* fence of thoſe lcis impraQticable, __ 

g Y 


TR IS Sg, 


Io LOI ELLE. 


= 
, 
| 
: Fa 
p 
' 
| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
1-1 
: 


Concerning the Stage, 


© by their Countenance of theſe Diverſions, 
* not only have their ſhare of the Miſ- 
* chief there done, but contribute at the 
*ſame time to fix theſe unhappy Miniſters 
* of Satan in a Profeſſion, which by de- 
* priving them of the, Sacramerits of the 
* Church, leaves them under a conſtant 
*ncceſlity of Sinning, and out of all hopes 
*of being ſaved, unleſs they give it 
* over. 

From the general Unlawfulneſs of 
Plays, the Biſhop proceeds to argue more 
ſtrongly againſt ſeeing them at times 
which are more particularly devoted to 
Piety, Pics bs Di : And therefore he 


ſtrickly 
in AdvenfF Lent, or under any publickt 
Calamity. And at laſt concludes ut this 


.» 


Manner. | 
* As for the Caſe, of Players both vr, 


* and Women, we expreſly forbid all our 


*ReQtors, Paſtors, and Confeſſours, to ad- 
* mit them to the Sacraments, unleſs. they 
© ſhall repent them of their Crime, make 
* proof of their Reformation, renounce 
* their Blſineſs, and retrieve the Scandal 
* they have given, by ſuch publick Satis- 
* faction as we ſhall think on to in- 
*Joyn them. Made and Decreed at Arras 
* xhe fourth day of December 1695. 

 Gw Biſhop of Arras. &Cc. 
| | | l [ 
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T ſhall now in the Third 
Place, give a ſhort account of the ſenſe 
of the Primitive Church concerning the 
Stage : And firſt I ſhall inſtance in her 
Councils. 
The Council of 1liberis, or Collioure int 
Spain, decrees, 
© That it ſhall not be lawful for any 
©*Woman whois either in full Communion 
* or a probationer for Baptiſm, to Marry, 
"Or Entertain any Comedians or Attors,who- 
ever takes this Liberty ſhall be Excom- 
| muvicared 
The Firſt Council of Arles, runs thus, 
* Concerning Players, we have thought 
« fit toExcommunicate them as long as they 
* continue to AF. 
The Second Council of Arles made their 
' 20th Canonto the ſame purpoſe, and al- 
moſt in the fame words.” 
TheThird Council of Car:hage, of whych 
. St. Auguſtine was a Member, ordains, 
« That the Sons of Biſhops, or -other 
' _*Clergy-men ſhould not be permitted to 
I * furniſh out Publick Shews, or Plays * or 
At oked be prelent at them: Such ſort of Pagan 
manifeftly © Ftertaimments being forbidden all the 


"mt, * Laity, It being always unlawful for all 
Suge, *Chriftians to come amongſt Blaſphe- 


© ME(YS. 
This 


{ | 
Concerning the Stage, 25: 

This lait branch ſhews the Canon was 
Principally levell'd againſt the Plzy-Houſe : 

ie FÞ And the reaſon of the Prohibition, holds 

he Þ every jot as ſtrong againſt the Emgliſh, as 

cr Þf againſt the Roman Stage. 

By the 35th Canon of this Council "tis 

ecreed, . 

* That A#ors or others belonging to the 

* Stage, Who are either Converts, or Peni- 

"© tents upon a Relapſe, ſhall not be denied 

Y> © © Admiſſion into the Church, This is far- 

0- | ther proof, that Players as long as they 

i- | kept to their- Employment . were bar'd 
Communion, 

Another African Council declares, 

5 That the Teſtimony -of People of ill 4m 424- . 
© Reputation, of Players, and others of ſuch © 9 
*{candalous Employments, ſhall not be ad- 


" | © mitted againſt any Perſon. 


, The Second Council of Chaalon ſets Concil. 
: Cabiln. 


forth, wa Ann. 813. 
* That Clergy men 'ought to abſtain can. g.* _ 
from all over-engaging Entertainments 
©in Muſick or Show. ( oculorum auriumque 
| © ilecebris,) And as forthe ſmutty, and Li- 
Þ © centious Infolence of Players, and Byf- 
© foons, let them not only decline the Hear- 
* ing it themſelves, but likewiſe conclude 
© the Laity oblig*d to the ſame Conduct. 
I could cite many '\more Authorities of 


this Kind, but being conſcious of the Nice- 
neſs 
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neſs of the Age, I ſhall forbear, and pro- 
cced to the 1 oa y of the Fathers. 


To begin with Theophilus Biſhop of An- 
tioch, who lived in the Second Century. 

©Tis not lawful ( ſays he) for us to be 

« preſent at the Prizes of your Gladiators 
* leaſt by this means we ſhobhld be Acceſſa- 
* ries to the Murthers there committed. 
© Neither dare we preſume upon the Liber- 
- *ty of your other Szews, * leaſt our Sen- 
*{es ſhould be tinctur'd, and difoblig'd, 
* with Indecency, and Profaneſs. 'The 
:  Tragical Diſtractions of Tereas and T hy- 
© eftes, are Nonſenle to us. We are for 
* ſeeing n5 Repreſentations of Lewdnels. 
« The Stage- Adulteries of the Gods, and 
« Hero's, "are unwarrantable Entertain- 
* ments: And fo much the worſe, be- 
cauſe the Mercenary Players ſet them off 
* with all the Charms and Advantages of 
«* Speaking. G9d torbid that Chriſtians 
* who are remarkable tor Modelity, and 
* Reſerv'dnels ; who are obliged to "Piſci- 
© pling, and train'd up in Virtue, God for- 
© bid I | fay, that we ſhould diſhonour our 
© Thoughts, much leſs our PraRtiſe, with 
« ſuch Wickedneſs as This ! 

Tertullian who liv'd at the latter end 
Ot this Century 1s copious upon this 
ſubic& ; I ſhall tranUate but ſome Part of 

it, 


: 
L 
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it. In his Apologetick. He thus addreſſes ©hap. 38- 


the Heathens. 

* We keep oft from your publick Shews, 
© becauſe we can't underſtand the War- 
rant of their Original. There's Super- 
*ſtition and Idolatry in the Caſe: And 
« we diſlike the Entertainment becauſe we 
© diſlike the reaſon of its Inſtitution. Be- 
$fides, We have nothing to do with the 
© Frenlies of the Race-Ground, the Lewd- 
(neſs of the Pla-Houſe, or the Barbari- 
* ties of the Bear-Garden, The Epicureans 
© had the Liberty to ſtate the Notion, 
*and determine the Obje&t of Plgaſure. 
£ Why can't we have the ſame Privilege? 
* What Offence is it then if we differ from 
©you in the Idea of Satisfation? If we 
* won't underſtand to brighten our Hu- 
*mour, and live pleaſantly, where's the 
harm? If any body has the worſt.on'r, 
©tis only our ſelves, . 

His Book de Spedtaculis was wrote on 
purpoſe to dfwade the Chriſtians,from the 
publick Diverſions of the Heathens, - of 
which the Pl/ay-Houſe was one. In his 
firſt Chapter He gives them to under- 
ſtand, © That the "I enour of their Faith, 
*the Reaſon of Principle, and the Order 
* of Diſcipline, had bar'd them the Enter- 
* tainments/of the Town. And therefore 
* He exhorts them to.refreſh their Me- 

* mories, 


Chap. 3+ 
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©mories, to run up to their Baptiſm, 
and recolle& their firſt Engagements, 
© For without care, Pleaſure is a ſtrange 
* bewitching Thing. When it gets the 
© Aſcendant, *rwill keep on Ignorance for 
* an Excuſe of Liberty, make a man's Con- 
©ſcience wink, and fuborn his Reaſon a- 
* oainſt himſelf, 

« Bur as he goes on, ſomie peoples Faith 
*1s either too full of Scruples, or too bar- 
©ren-of Senſe. Nothing will ſerve to ſet- 
© tle them but a plain 'Text of air ne 
©'They hover in uncertainty -becauſe ?tis 
© not ſaid as. expreſly thou ſhalt not e9 
*to the Play-Hoxſe, as *tis thou ſhalt not 
©Kill. But this looks more hke Fencing 
*than Argument. For we have the Mea- 
* ning of the prohibition tho® nor the ſound, 
* in the firſt. Pſa/m. Bleſſed is the May 
that walks not in the Council of the Ungodlh, 
nor ſtands in the way of Sinners, nor ſits in 
the Seat of the Scornful. 

*'The Cenſors whoſe buſineſs *twas to 
* take care of Regularity 'and - Manners, 
© look'd on theſe Play-Honſes as' no! othet 
* than Batteries upon Virtue and Sobriety, 
*and for this reaſon often pull'd them 


< down before they were welt butt: fo 


*that here we can argue from the Pre- 
© cedents of meer Nature, and” plead the 
© Heathens againſt themfelyes. Upon this 
* VIEW 


> 
. 
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&view Pompey the Great, when he built 
© his Dramatick Bawdy-Houſe, clapp'd a 
© Chappet a Top on't. He would not let it 
* 0 under the Name of a Play-Houſe, but 
*conven'd the people to a Solemn Dedi- 
*cation, and called it Yeanxss Temple ; Gi- 
*ving them to underſtand at the ſame 
© time that there were Berches under it for" 
© Diverſion. He was afraid if he had not 
* gone this way to work, "The Cerſors 
© might afterwards have razed the Monu- 
© ment, and branded his Memory. Thus a 
* Scandalous pile of Building was pro- 
*teted : The Temple, cover'd the Play- 
* Houſe, and Diſcipline was baffled by ' 
* Superſtition. But the Deſign is notably 
* ſuited to the Patronage of Bacchus * and, 
* Venus, Theſe two Confederate Devils joxer were - 
* of Luſt and Intemperance, do well toge- dedicated 
* ther; The very FunCtions of the Players? 344% 
* reſemble their Prote#ors, and are in- 
* ſtances of Service and Acknowledgment. , 
©'Their Motion is effeminate, and their 
* Geſtures vitious and Significant : And 
* thus they worſhip the Luxury of one 
© 14oll, and the Lewdneſs of the other. 

* And granting the Regards of Quality, 74. c:2. 
* the Advantages of Age, -or Temper, '5- 
* may fortifie ſome People; granting Mo- 
* deity ſecur'd, and the Diverſion as it 
* were refhn'd by this Means : Yet a Man 
* mult 
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* uſt not expect to ſtand by pertectly un- 
* moved, and impregnable. No body can 
© be pleas'd without Senſible Impreſſions, 
© Nor can ſuch Perceptions be received 
*without a Train of Pafſions attending 
© them. 'Theſe Conſequences will be ſure 
*to work back upon their Cauſes, ſolicjte 
*the Fancy, and heighten the .Original 
« Pleaſure. Butif a Man pretends to be a 
© Stoick at Plays, he falls under another 
© Imputation. For where there is no Im- 
* preſſion, there can be no Pleaſure : And 
* then the Spedator 15 very much Im- 
© pertinent, in going where he gets no» 
*rhing tor his oe And it this were 


| ©all ;*I ſuppoſe Chriſtians have ſomething 
J.i4. cap. *elfe to do than to ramble about to no pur- 


# 


"> c_ 
* Even thoſe very Magiſtrates who abct 
*the Stape; dilcounte:zmnce the Players. 
* They itigmatize their Charafter, and 
*cramp their Freedoms. The whole 
©'I ribe of them is thrown out of all Ho- 
© nqour and Privilege. « T-hey are- neither 
*{uffer'd to be Lords, nor Gentlemen : 
* To- come within the Sezate, or harangue 
© the People, or fo much as to be. Members 
© of a Common-Coancil, Now what Caprice 
© and lncon{iſtengy 1s this /- To love what 
« we puniſh, and leſſen thoſe whom we ad- 
« mite { Tocry up rhe Myſtery, and cen- 
© {urs 


* {ure the praiſe; For a Man to be as it 
© were eclips'd upon the ſcore of Merit is 
* certainly an odd fort of Juſtice! True. 
© But the Inference lies ſtronger another 
* way. What a Confeſſhon then is this of 
*an Il] Bulineſs ; when the very 'Excellen- 
cy of it 15 noc without Infamy ? 

Since therefore Humane Prudence has 
* thought fir to degrade the Stage, not- 
© withitanding the Divertingneſs of it. 


* Since Pleaſure can't make them an Inte- ;;;, 


* reſt Here, nor ſhelter them from Cenſure. 23. 
© How will They be able to ſtand the ſhock 
© of Divine Juſtice, and what Reckoning 
© have they Reaſox to expect Hereafter ? 

* All things conlider'd 'tis no wonder 


* ſuch People ſhould fall ,uader Poſſeſſion. 
© God knows we have had a ſad Example 


* of this already. A certain Woman went ng, ,: 


* to the Play-Hoaſe, and brought the Devil 25. 
* Home with Her. And when the Un- 
* clean Spirit was preſs'd in the Exorciſ- 
© and a+k*'d how he durſt attack a Chriſti- 
*an. T have done nothing ( fays he ) bur 
*what I can juſtify. For I feiz'd her up- 
*o0n my own Ground. Indeed, how ma- 
*ny Inſtances have we of others who have 
© apoſtatiz'd from God, by Correſpondence 
* with the Devil? What Communion hs 
Light with Darkneſs * No Man can ſerve 

78 tied 
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4 two Maſters, nor have Life and Death in 
[ * him at the ſame time. 

* Will you nor then avoid this Seat of 
© Infetion ? The very Air ſuffers by their 
© Impurities ; And they almoſt Pronounce 
* the Plague. What tho? the performance 
* may be 1m ſome meaſure pretty andenter-. 
© taining ?Whar tho'Innocence,yes andVir- 
* tue too, ſhines through ſome pars of it ? 
**Tis not the cuſtom to prepare Poyſon 
© unpalatable, nor make up Ratzbane with 
* Rhubarb and Sena. No. To have the 
« Mischief ſpeed, they muſt oblige the 
© Senſe, and make the Doſe pleaſant. 
©'Thus the Devil throws in a Cordial 
* Prop to make the m—_—__ g0 down; 
© And ſteals ſome few Ingredients from the 
* Diſpenſatory of Heaven. In ſhort, look 
* upon all the engaging Sentences of the 
« Stage ; Their flights of Fortitude, and 
*Philoſophy, the F ofiincſs of their Stile, 
*the Muſick of the Cadence, and 
* the Fineſs of the Conduct ; Look upon 
* x only I fay as Honey dropping trom 
* the Bowels of a Toad, or'thc Bag of a 
| = any Let your Health over-rule your 
© Pleaſure, and dowt dic of a little Li- 
© quoriſhneſs. 

© In earneſt Chriſtian, our time tor En- 
* tertainment 15 not yet : you are two cra- 
*ving and ill managed it you are ſo violent 

* for 
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*for Delight. And let me tell you, no 


*wiſer than you ſhould be, if you count 
* ſuch Things Satisjattion. Some Philoſo- 
*phers placed their Happineſs in bare 
*Tranquillity. Eaſineſs of Thought, and 
* Abſence of Pai, was all they aim'd ar. 
*But this it ſeems won't Satisfie Thee. 
* Thou lieſt ;ſighing and hankering after 
'the Play-houſe. Prethee recolle& thy ſelf: 
*Thou knoweſt. Death ought to be our 
* Pleaſure, And therefore I hope Life may 
(hea lirtle without is Arc not our De- 
* fires the ſame with the Apoſtles, To be 
* Diſſolv'd and to be with Chriſt. Let usa&t 
© up to our pretentions, and let Pleaſure be 


*true to Inclination. 
« But if you can't wait for Delight ; if 1id. cap; 


* you' muſt be put into preſent Poſſeſſion, 
* wee'l caſt the Cauſe upon that Iffue. 
* Now were you not unreaſonable, you 
* would perceive the Liberalitics of Provi- 
* dence, and find your ſelf almoſt th the 
* midſt of Satisfattion, For what can be 
* more tranſporting than the Friendſhip of 
© Heaven, and the Diſcovery of Fruth;than 
© the Senſe of our Miſtakes, , and the Par- 
* don of our Sins ? What greater Pleaſure 
* can there be, than to {corn being Pleas'd ? 
*To contemn the World? And to be a 
' Slave to Nothing ? "Tis a mighty ſatis- 
faction I rake it,to have aclearConlcience; 
I A *'to 
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*'To make Life no Burthen, nor Death 
any Terror ! To trample upon the 
© Pagan Deities; To batter Principali- 
*81 Ex-r. £75 and Powers, and force the Devils to 
cine * Reſign! * Theſe are the Delights, theſe 
* are the noble Entertainments of Chritti- 
©ans: And beſides the advantage of the 
© Quality, they are always at hand, and 

© coſt tis nothing. 
Lib. 3- Clemens Alexanarinus affirms * That the 
—_ 4 © Circus and Theatre may not improperly 
cap. 11. © be call'd the Chair of Peſtilexce. 
© Away then with theſe Lewd, Ungodly 
* Diverſions, and which are but Imperti- 
* nence at the Beſt. What part.of Impu- 
© dence either in words or praGiſe, is omit- 
*ted by the Stage ? Don't the Buffoons 
*take almoſt all manner of Liberties, and 
* plunge through Thick and Thin, to make 
« a jeſt ? Now thoſe who are affeted with 
* a vitious ſatisfaQtion, will be haunted with 
* che Idea, and ſpread the Infetion. But 
*if a man is not entertain'd to what pur- 
k pou ſhould he go Thither ? Why ſhould 
The be fond where he finds nothing, and 
© court that which {leeps upon the Senſe? 
© If ris ſaid thefe Diverſions are taken on- 
* ly tounbend the Mind, and refreſh Na- 
«ture a little. 'To this I anſwer. That 


* * the ſpaces between Buſineſs ſhould not 
© be 
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© be fill'd up with ſuch Rubbiſh. A wiſe 
*man has a Guard upon his Recreations, 
* andalways prefers, the Profitable to the 
* Pleaſant. | 


Minutincs Felix delivers his Senſe in 1,,, :-6. 


theſe Words : 

*As for us, who rate our Degree by 
© our Virtue, and value our ſelves more 
* upon our Lives, than our Fortunes ; we 
* decline your Pompous Shews, and pub- 


«lick Entertainments. And good Reaſon 


* we have for our Averſion. Theſe Things 
© have their Riſe from Idols, and are + 
© Train of a falſe -Religion. The Plea- 
«ſure is ill Deſcended, and likewiſe Viti- 
© ous and enſnaring. For who can do leſs 
than abominate, the Clamorous Diſor- 
© ders of the Race-Ground, and the pro- 
© feſon of Murther at the Prize. And 
£ for the Stage, theie you have more 
© Lewdneſs, tho? not a jot leſs of Diſtra- 
tion, Sometimes your Mimicks, are ſo 
* Scandalous and Exprefſing,that *tis almoſt - 
© hard to diſtinguiſh between the Fa# and 
© the Repreſentation. Sometimes a Luſci- 
* ons: A&or ſhall whine you into Love, 


* and give the Diſeaſe that he'Counterfeits. 


St, Cyprian. or the Author de Spettaculss, 

will furniſh us farther. 
Here this Father argues againſt thoſe 
who thought the Play-Houſe no unlawful 
S 3 Diverſion , 
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Diverſion, becauſe *rwas not Condema'd 
by exprels Scripture, * Let mecr Modelty 
* (ſays he) ſupply the Holy Text ; And 
© let Nature vovern where Revelation 
© does not reach. Some, Things are too 
* black to lie upon Paper, and are more 
* {trongly forbidden, becauſe unmention'd. 
£ The Divine Wiſdom muſt have had a 
* tow Opinion of Chriſtians, had it deſcer- 
* ded to-particulars in this Caſe.., Silence 
$ is ſometimes the beſt Method for Autho- 
* rity. To Forbid often puts People in 
* mind of what they ſhojld not do; And 
* thus_the force of the Precept is.,Joit-by 
< naming the: Crime, belides, what need 
©we any farther Toniiruction ? Diſcipline 


< and general Reitraint makes up -the 


* Mcaning ol the Law.; and common Rea- 
* fon will. tell you what the Scripture has 
£ left uniaid. I would have every one 
« examine his own Thoughts, and. inquire 
© 2t Kome-4anto the Duties of his Frote(- 
« fjon, ..;L his, is a good' way to ecure 
F him-.fram., Indecency. For thoſe :Rules 
* which a Man has wark'd out, tor him- 
ſelf, hecommonly makes mott ule of, —— 
And after having deſcrib'd the 4afaragus 
Diverſions af the Play-hpuſe ; le expoitu- 
lates in this Manner. - : 1+} {| 
_ © What buſineſs has a; Chriſtian ar fuch 
t Places as theſe ?. A Chriltan who has/hot 
%, | 6 the 
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*the Liberty ſo much as to think of an 
*111 Thing. Why does heentertain him- 
*ſelf with Lewd Repreſentations ? Has 
"he a mind to diſcharge his Modeſty, 
* and be fleſh'd for the Pradtiſe ? Yes. this 
*15 the Conſequence. By uling to ſee theſe 
* Things, hee'l learn to do them. 
* What need I mation the Levities, and 
*Impertinence in Comedies, orthe rantin 
* DiſtraQtions of Tragedy ? Were theſe 
* Things unconcern'd with Idolatry, Chri- 
*ftians ought not to be at them. For 
* were they not highly Criminal, the Fool- 
*ery of them is egregious, and unbecom- 
*ing the Gravity of Belervers. — _ 
©As IT have often ſaid theſe Foppiſh, 
* theſe peraicious. Diverſions, muſt be a- 
* voided, We muſt {ct a Guard upon 
* our Senſes, and keep the Sentinal always 
*upon Duty. To make Vice familiar to 
*the ear, is the way to recommend it. 
* And ſince the mind of Man has a Natu- 
*ral Bent to Extravagance ; how 1s 1t 
likely to hold out under Example, and 
© Invitation? If you puſh that which tot- 
* ters already, whether will it tumble ? 
* In earneſt, we muſt draw off our Incli- 


*©nations from theſe Vanities. A Chriſtian 


© has much better Sights than theſe to 
© look at. He has ſolid Satisfaftions in his 
S 4 © Power, 
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«*Power, which will pleaſe, and improve 
*him at the ſame time, 

* Would a Chriſtian be agreeably Re- 
* freſt'd? Let tim read the Scriptures: 
* Here the Entertainment will fuit his 
* CharaCter, and be big enough tor his Qua- 
* lity.—Beloved, how goble, how moviag 
* how Ps Od is 1t to be thus 
© employed? Tohave our Expettations al- 
*ways in proſpect, and be intent 
© on the Glories of Heaven ? 

He has a great deal more upon this Sub- 
ject in his Epzſtles to Donatus and Eucra 
156, which areundoubtedly genuine. The 
later being ſomewhat remarkable, T ſhall 
Tranſlate part of it tor the Reader. _ 

* Dear Brother, your uſual Kindneſs, 
* together with your deſire of releiving 
* your own Modeſty and mine, has put 
*you upon asking my Thoughts: concer- 
* ning a certain Player in your Neighbour- 
* hood ; whether fach a Perſon ought to 
* be allow'd the Privilege of Communion. 
© 'T his Man it ſeems continues in his Scan- 
* dalous Frofeſſion, and keeps a Nurſery 
* under him, He teaches that which *twas 
*a Crime 1n him to learn, ſets up for a 
« Maſter of Debauch, and Propagatcs the 
« lewd Myſtery. The caſe hd thus, 
* *1s my Opinion that the Admiion ot 
* $1ch 2 Member would be a Breach of the 
* Diſcipline 
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Concerning tte Stage. 
« Diſcipline of the Goſpel, and a Preſump- 


*tion upon the Divine Majeſty : Neither 


© 401 think 1t fit the Honour of the Church 
© ſhould ſuffer by ſo Infamous a Cor- 
© reſpondence. 

Lattantius's Teſtimony ſhall come next. 


This Author in his Divine Inſtitutions, £5. 6: 


cap. 23. 


which he Dedicates to Conſtantine the 
Great, cautions the Chriſtians againſt the 
Play-Houſe, from the Diſorder, and dan- 
ger of thoſe places. For as he obſerves. 

*'The debauching of Virgins, and the 
* Amours of Strumpets, are the Subj 
of Comedy. And here the Rule is, the 
* more Rhetorick the more Miſcheif, and 
© the beſt Poets are the worſt Common» 
* Wealths-men, For the Harmony and 
* Ornament of the Compoſition ſerves 
* only to recommend the Argument, to 
* fortifie the Charm, and engage the, Me- 
*mory. At laſt he concludes with this 
* advice. 

*Let us avoid therefore theſe Diverſions, 
* leaſt ſomewhat of the Maligaity ſhould 
« ſeize us. Our Minds ſhould be quiet 
* and Compos'd, and not over-run with A- 
' muſements. Beſides a Habit of Plea- 


(ure is an enſnaring Circumſtance. *Tis 7* <9 


* apt to make us forget God, and grow 
* cool in the Offices of Virtue. 


© Should 
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* Should a Man have a Stage at Home, 
< would not his Reputation ſuffer extream: 
«ly, and allpeople count himra notorious 
© Libertine ? moſt undoubtedly. ' Now the 
* Place does not alter the Property. The 
© Practiſe at the Play-Hoxſe is the ſame 
* thing, only there he has more Compa- 
*ny to keep him in Countenance. 

« A well work'd Poem is a powerful 
© piece of Impoſture: It maſters the Fan- 
*cy, and hurries it no Body knows whi- 
© ther. ——1If therefore we would be go- 
©vern'd by Reaſon let us ſtand off from 
*the Temptarion, ſuch Pleaſures can have 
© no good Meaning. Like delicious Mor. 
©ſels they ſubdue the Palate, and flatter 
*vs only to cut our Throats, Let us prc- 
©fer Reality to Appearance, Service, to 
* Show ; and Fternity to Time. 
© As God makes V:rtue the Condition 
© of Glory, and trains men up to Hap- 
* pineſs by Hard{hip and Induſtry. 
*50 the Devils road to Deſtruction lies 
« through Senſuality and Epic4riſm. And 
* as pretended Evils lead us on to un- 

© counterfeited Bliits; So Viſionary Satis- 
"factions are the cauſes of Real Miſery. 
© In ſhort, Theſe Taviting Things are all 
© ſtratagem. Let us, take care the fſoft- 
©nefs and Tmportunitr :of the Pleaſure 
* logs not farpriſe ns, nor the Bait bring 
* us 


\ 
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© us within the ſnare. The Senſes are 
* more than Oai-Morks, and ſhould be 
Edcfended accordingly. 


I ſhall paſs over St. Ambroſe, and go 1 P/: 
on to St, Chriſoſlome, This Father 1s copi- ''5 


ous upon tlie Subjeft, I could tranſlate . 
ſome Sheets from him were it neceſſary. 
But length being not my Buſineſs, a few 
Luies may ferve to diſcover his Opinion. 
His 1 \ Homily ad Popalum Antiochenum, 
runs tus. | 

* Moſt People fancy the Unlawfulneſs 
* of going to Plays 1s not clear. But by their 
* favour, a world of Diſorders are the 
* Conſequences of ſuch a Liberty. For 


*frequenting the Play-Hpuſe has brought 


*Whoring and Ribaldry into Vogue, and 
© ftini{Þ'd all the parts of Debauchery. 
Afterwards he ſeems to make the ſup- 
poſition better than the Fad, and 
argues upon a feign'd Caſe. | 
* Let us not only avoid downright Sin- 
* ning,but theTendencies toit.Somelndifte- 
* rent Things are fatalin the Conſequence, 
© and f{irike us at the Rebound. Now 
* who would,chuſe his ſtanding within an 
*Inch ot a Fall ; or {wim upon the Verge 
* of a Whirlpool? He that walks upon 
© a Precipice, ſhakes tho' he does not tum- 
* ble. And commonly his Concern brings 


©\iim to the Bottom. The Caſe is much 
$ the 
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* Should a Man have a Stage at Home, 
* would not his Reputation ſuffer extreany 
«ly, and all people count him'a notorious 
© Libertine ? moſt undoubtedly. ' Now the 
* Place does not alter the Property. The 
© Practiſe at the Play-Hoxſe is the ſame 
* thing, only there he has more Compa- 
*ny to keep him in Countenance. 
© A well work*d Poem is a powerful 
© piece of Impoſture: It maſters the Fan- 
©cy, and hurmes it no Body knows whi- 
© ther. ——1If therefore we would be go- 
*vern'd by Reaſon let us ſtand off from 
©the Temptation, ſuch Pleaſures can have 
© no good Meaning. Like delicious Mor- 
© ſels they ſubdue the Palate, and flatter 
*vs only to cut our Throats. Let us prc- 
fer Reality to Appearance, Service, to 
* Show ; and Fternity to Time. 
© As God makes Virtue the Condition 
© of Glory, and trains men up to Hap- 
* pineſs by Hardſhip and Induſtry. 
*50 the Devils road to Deſtruction lies 
* through Senſuality and Epic4riſm. And 
* as pretended Evils lead us on to un- 
«© counterfeited Bliſs; So Viſionary Satis- 
*factions are the cauſes of Real Miſery. 
©In ſhort, Theſe Inviting Things are all 
© ftratagem. Let us, take care. the ſoft- 
© neſs and Tmportunity of the Pleaſure 
© logs not fatpriſe ns, nor the Bair bring 
* us 


Concerning the Stage, 
© ys within the fnare. The Senſes are 
more than Oai-Morks, and ſhould be 
defended accordingly. 


I ſhall paſs over St. Ambroſe, and go 7 P/:: 
on to St, Chriſoſtlome, This Father is copi- 


ous upon tle Subjeft, I could tranſlate 
ſome Sheets from him were 1t neceſlary. 
But length being not my Buſineſs, a few 
Lines may ſerve to diſcover his Opinion. 
His 1 \ Homily ad Popalum Antiochenum, 
runs tus. 

* Molt People fancy the Unlawtulneſs 
* of going to Plays 1s not clear. But by their 
* favour, a world of Diſorders are the 
* Conſequences of ſuch' a Liberty. For 
* frequenting the Play-Hpuſe has brought . 
*Whoring and Ribaldry into Vogue, and 
© tiniſÞ*d all the parts of Debauchery. 

Afterwards he ſcems to make the ſup- 
polition better than the Fad, and 
argues upon a feign'd Caſe. 

* Let us not only avoid downright Sin- 
* ning,but ihe Terence toit.Somelndiffe- 
* rent Things are fatalin the Conſequence, 
© and {irike us at the Rebound, Now 
* who would;chuſe his ſtanding within an 
© Inch of a Fall ; or {wim upon the Verge 
© of a Whirlpool ? He that walks upon 
© a Precipice, ſhakes tho” he does not tum- 
© ble. And commonly his Concern brings 
* im to the Bottom. The Cale 1s py: 

* the 
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* the {ame in reference to Conſcience, and 
* Morality. He that won't keep his Di- 
© ſtance Fo the Gulph, is oftentimes 
© ſuck'd in by the Eddy; and the leaſt 
* overſight is enough to undo Him. 

In his 37 Honuly upon the Eleventh 
Chapter of St. Matthew he declaims more 
at large againſt the. Stage. 

* Smutty Songs ( ſays he) are much 
* more abominable than Stench and Or- 
* dure. And which is moſt to be lamen. 
*ted, you are not at all uneaſy at ſuch 
* Licentiouſneſs, You Laugh when you 
© ſhould Frown; and Commend what 
* you ought to abhor. Heark you, you 
* can keep the Language of your own 
© Houſe in order: If your Servants or 
* your Childrens Tongues run Riot, they 
* preſently ſmart fort. And yet at the 
* Play-Houſe you are quite another Thing. 
©'Thefe little Buftoons have a ſtrange Af- 
© cendant ! A luſcious Sentence is huge- 
«ly welcome from their Mouth : And in- 
(ſtead of Cenfſure, they have thanks and 
« encouragement for their Pains. Now 
*xt a Mian would be fo juſt as wo won- 
« der at himſelf, here's Madneſs, and Con- 
«tradition in Abundance, 

* But I know you'l ſay what's this to } 
© me, | neither {ing nor pronounce, any oi 
« this Lewd {tuft ? Granting your Flea, 

* Wil! 
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* what do you get by't? If you don't re- 
* peat theſe Scurrilities, you are very wil- 
* ling to hear them. Now whether the 
* Ear, or the Tongue is mismanaged, comes 


* much to the ſame reckoning. The diffe- © 


* rence of the Organ, does not *alter the 
* Action ſo mightily, as you may imagine. 
* But pray how do you prove you don't 
* repeat them? They may be your Diſ- 
* courſe, or the Entertainments of your 
* Cloſet for ought we know to the con- 
*trary. This 1s certain; you hear them 


*with pleaſure in your Face, and make 


* it your buſineſs to run after them: And 
*to my Mind, theſe are itrong Arguments 
* of your Approbation. 

6 1 defire to ask you a Queſtion. Sup- 
© poſe you hear any wretches Blaſpheme, 
fare you in any Rapture about it? And 
* do your Geſtures appear airy, and obliged? 
* Far from it. I doubt not but your blood 
* grows chill, and your Ears are ftopt at 
* the Preſumption. And what's the Rea- 


© {on of this Averſion in your Behaviour ? 


* Why ?tis becauſe you don't uſe to Bla\- 
* pheme, your ſelf, Pray clear your ſelf 


© the ſame way from the Charge of Ob- 
* ſcenity. Wee'l then 'believe you don't 
© talk Smut, when we percicve you care- 
* ful not to hear it. Lewd Sonnets, and 
* Serenades are quite different from - 

" © Frc- 
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* Preſcriptions of Virtue. This is ftrange 
* Nouriſhmeat for a Chriſtian to take in ! 
*1 don't wonder you ſhould loſe your 
* Health, when you feed thus Foul. Tr 
* may be Chaſtity is no ſuch eaſy Task ! 
* Innocence moves upon an Aſcent, at leaſt 
© for ſometime. Now thoſe who are al- 
* ways Laughing can never ſtraunup Hill. 
© If the beſt preparations of Care will juſt 
« do, what muſt become of thoſe that are 
* difſolv*d in Pleaſure, and he under the In- 
* ſtruQtions of Debauchery 2 ——Haveyou 
*not heard how that St, Pau/ exhorts us to 
© rejoyce inthe Lora ? He ſaid in the Lord ; 
*not in the Devil. But alas ! what 
* leifure have you to Mind St. Paul ? 
©*How ſhould you be ſenſible of your 
© Faults, when your Head is always kept 
* Hot, and as it were intoxicated with 
« Buftooging ? He goes bn, and 
{aſhes the Impudence of the Stage with a 
oreat deal of Satir and Severity ; and at 
laſt propoſes this ObjeQion. 

*You'l ſay, I can give you many Inſtan- - 
© ces where the Play-Hoaſe has done no 
< Harm. Don't miſtake. Throwing a- 
« way of Time and ill example, has a great 
* deal of Harm in't ; And thus far you are 
« ouilty at the beſt. For granting your 
own Virtue impenetrable, and out of 
Reach, Granting the Protection of your 
Temper has brought youoff unhurt, 

ars 


| 
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re all People thus Fortified ? By no 
means. However, many a weak 
Brother has ventur'd aftcr you, and miſ- 
f carried upon your Precedent. And ſince 
'you make others thus Faulty, how can 
* you be Innocent your felf ? All the Pco- 
'ple undone There, will lay their Ruine at 
'your Door. The Company areall Ac- 
' ceflary to the Miſcheif of the Place. 
(For were there no Audizxce, we {ſhould 
' have no Airs. And therefore thoſe 
who joyn in the Crime, will ne*re_be par- 
' ted in the Puniſhment, Granting your 
© Modeſty has ſecur'd you, which = the 
* way I believe nothing gg ; yet ſince ma- 
'ny have been debauch'd by the Play- 
* Houſe, you muſt expect a ſevere Reck- 
'ning for giving them Encouragement. 
' Tho? after all, as Virtuous as you are, 
*T doubt not, you wou'd have beenmuch 
© Better, had you kept away. 

© In fine, Let us not diſpute to no pur- 
© poſe ; The practiſe won't bear a Defence ! 


8 * Where the Cauſe is naught *tis in-vain 


©torack our Reaſon, and ſtrain for Pre- 


| © tences. The beſt excuſe for whar is 


« paſt, is to ſtand clear from the danger, 
© and do {o no more. 

One citation more from St. Chry/otom, 
and I take Leave. In the Preface of his 


Commentary upon St.John's Goſpel {peak- 


ing of Plays and other Publick Shews, he 
has theſe words. © Bur 
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Chap. 20, Ezechiel he lets us underſtand; © That 
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© But what need I branchout the Lewd. 
© neſs of thoſe Speacles, and be particu- 
© lar w# Deſcription? For what's there to 
« be met with but Lewd Laughing, but 
© Smut, Railing, and Buffoonry? In a 
©word. ?Tis all Scandal ard Confuſion, 
© Obſerve me, I ſpeak to you all; Let 
*none who partake of this Holy-T able, 
© unqualifie himſelf with ſuch Mortal 
«© Diverſions. 

St. Hierom on the 1/t. Verſe 32 Pal. 
makes this Expoſition upon the T ext. 

« Some are delighted with the Satisfac- 
© tions of this World, ſome with theC'rcus, 
*and ſome with the Theatre : - But the 
© Pfalmiſt commands every good Man 7: 
© delight himſetf in the Lord. For as 
© Taiah, ſpeaks, woe to them that put bitter 
© for ſmees , and ſweet for bitter, Aridin 
his Epiſtles he cautions the Ladigs againſt 
having any thing to do with the Pla- 
Hs, againſt Lewd Songs, and Ill Con- 
verſation. Becauſe they ſer ill Humours 
at work, Careſs the Fancy, and make 
pleaſure a Conveyance for Deſtruftion.. 

In the 6:4. Book of his Comentary on 


© when we depart out of Agypr we mult 
© refine our Inclinations, and change our 
© Delights into Averſion. And after ſomc 
* other Inſtances, He tells us we mult 
* dechn9 
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© decline the Theatres, and all other dan- 
* gerous Diverſions, which ſtain the In- 
©nocence of the Soul, and ſlip into the 
*Will through the Senſes. 

St. Auguſtine 1n his 5th. Epiſtle to May- 
cellinns will afford us fomerthing upon the 
ſame Argument. 

* The proſperity of Sinners is their grea- 
©teft Unhappineſs. If one may fay ſo, 
«© They are moſt Puniſh'd when they are 
« overlook'd. By this means their bad 
©T emper is encourag'd, and they are more 
e:nclin'd to be falſe to themſelves; And 
« we know an Enemy within, 1s more dan- 
« gerous than one without, But the per- 
« verſe Reaſonings of the Generaliry, make 
« different Concluſions. They fancy the 
«World goes wonderfully well where 
© People make a > When a Mar 
©isa Prince in his Fortune, but a Begger 
*in his Vertue; Has a great many tine 
© Things about him, but not ſo much as 
© one good Quality to deferve them. Wher 
© the Play-Houſes go up, and Religion go's 
© down. When Prodigality is admir*d, 
© and Charity laugh'd at. When the Play- 
© ers can revel with the Rich Maris purle, 
© And the Poor have ſcarſe enough to keep 
© Life and Sout together.-—— When God 
© {uffers theſe Things to flouriſh, we may 
* be furc he is moſt Angry, Preſent Im- 
* punity, is tHe deepett, Revenge. Bur 

F wher 
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© when he « 1ts off the Supplies of Lux- 
© ury, and diſables the Powers of Extra- 
© vagance, then as one may ſay, he is mer- 
* cifull wy" ge 
In his 1/f. Boo conſenſu Evanoe- 
liſterum, He anſwers an elkiog of the 
Heathens, and comes up to the Caſe in 
Hand. 
©Their Complaint as if the Times 
© were leſs happy ſince the Appearance of 
© Chriſtianity is very unreaſonable.Let them 
© read their own Philoſophers: There they'l 
* find thole very Things cenſured, which 
© they now are ſo uneaſy to part with; 
©This Remark mult ſhut up their Mouths, 
© and convince them of the Excellency of 
© our Religion. For pray what Satisfa- 


« Qtions have they loſt ? Nonethat I know 
© of agra.2aps {ſome Licentious ones, 


« which they abuſed to the Diſhonour of 
© their Creatour, But it may be the Times 
Care bad becauſe the Theatres are Tum- 
© bling almoſt every where, The Thea- 
© ters thoſe Cages of Uncleaneſs, and pub- 
©lick Schools of Debauchery—— And 
* what's the Reafon of their running to 
*Ruine? Why *tis the Reformation of | 
$ the Age ; ?Tis becauſe thoſe Lewd Prac- 
« tiſes are out of Faſhion, which firſt built 
* and keptthem in Countenance. Their 
own Tully's Commendation of the Ator 
* Roſcias 1s remarkable, He was ſo much 
2 


«4 Maſter ( ſays he) that none but him- 
* ſelf was worthy to Tread the Stage. And 
* on the otlier hand, at a Man, that 
© he was the moſt unfit Perſon of the Gang 
©to come There. And 1s not this'a plain 
© Confeſſion of the Lewdneſs of »the Play- 
© Houſe ; And that the better a Man was, 
© the more he was obliged to forbear it? 

I could go on, much farther with Sr. 
Auguſtine, but I love to be as brief as may 
be. I could likewiſe run through the 
ſucceeding Centuries, and colleQ Evidence 
all along. But I conceive the beft Apes, 
and the biggeſt Authorities; may. be ſufhici- 
ent : And theſe the Reader has had already. 
However, one Inftance more from the 
Moderns may not be amiſs. Didacus de 
T apia an eminent Spaniard, ſhall cloſe the 


Evidence. This Author in debating the 


Queſtion whether Players might be ad- 
mitted to the Sacrament, amongſt other 
things encounters an Objection. Some Peo- 
ple it ſeems pretended there was ſome good 
to be learn'd at the Plaz-Houſe, To theſe, 
he makes this reply. | 
*Granting your Suppolition, ( ſays ed, 
*your Inference is naught. Do People uſe 
*to ſend their Daughters to the Stews for 
* Diſcipline? And yet it may. be, they 
*might meet ſome there lamenting their 
* own Debauchery. No Man will breed 
* his Son upon the High-way, to harden his 
T2 * Courage 
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*.Courage; Neither will- any one -g0 on 
* boarda Leaky Veſſel, 'to learn the Art of 
« ſhifting ina Wreck the better. My con-+ 
£ clulion'is, let no body go to the Infamous 
« Play-Houſe, A place of ſuch ſtaring Con- 
© tradition to the Striftneſs and Sobriety 
© of Religion : A Place hated by God, and 
© haunted by the Devil. Let nomanlI fay 
Didzc, &c. * learn to reliſh any thing that's ſaid there ; 
in D.Th-m. © For *tis all but Poyſon handſomly pre- 
d- 546. &< pared. 
| Thus I have preſented the Reader with 
a ſhort View of the Senſe of Chriſtianity. 
'This was the opinion of the Charch for 
the firſt 500 Years. And thus ſhe has 
Cenſured the Srage both in Councils, 
and Single Authoritzes, And lince the Sa- 
tir of 'the Fathers comes full upon the 
Modern Poets, their Caution muit be ap- 
plicable. The parity of the 'Caſe- makes 
their Reaſons take place, and their Autho- 
rity revive upon us. It we are Chriſtians, 
the Canons of Councils, and the Senſe of the 
Primitive Church mult h4ve a weight, The 
very Time is a good argument of it ſelf. 
Then the Apoſtolical Traditions were freſh, 
and undiſputed ; and the Church much bet- 
ter agreed than ſhe has been fince, Then, 
Diſcipline was in Force, and Virtue Flou- 
riſh*d, and People lived up to their Profe/- 
fzon. . And as tor the Perſons, they are be- 
yond all exception, ' heir S:4/-02, rheir 
g Learning, 


Learning, and Sufficiency: was: very Con- 
ſiderable; Their Piety and. Reſolution, cx- 
traordinary. | They aQted generouſly, ard 
wrote freely, and werealways above the 
little Regards of Intereſt or Danger. Ta 
be ſhort; They were, as we may ſay the 
Worthies of Chriſtendom, the Flower of Hu- 
mane Nature, and the Top of their Spe- 
cies. Nothing can be better eſtabliſh'd 
than the Credit of theſe Fathers: Their; 
Affirmation goes a great way in a proot; 
And we might argue upon the ſtrength 
of their Charadter. 


Bur ſuppoſing them contented to, waye 


their Privilege, and diſpute upon. the Le- 
vel. Granting this, the Stage , would be 
undone by them, "The Force of their Rea- 
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ſoning, and the bare In:rinſick of the Ar- 


gument, would be- abundantly ſufficient 
tocarry the Caule..... | 

But it may be. objetted, is-the Reſem- 
blance exaCt LLACEE Old Rome and Lon- 
don, will the Paralel hold out, and has the 
Exgliſh Stage any Thing ſo bad as the Dax- 
cing of the Pantomimy t 1 Fes ſay that: 
The Moders Geſtures tho? 
too ſometimes, are not altogether ſo ſcan- 
dalous as the Romaps. Here then we can 
make them ſome little Abatemear. 

And to go as far in their Excaſe-as we 
can, *tis probable their Muſick may not be 
altogether ſo exceptionable as that of the 

Ta At 


d,and Lewd, 


£8 


Antients. 1don't cf this part of the En. 
tertaiflhment is direttly vitious, becauſe'] 
am not willing to Cenfife at ore 
ties. Thoſe who frequent the P/:y-71:: 
are the moſt comperent' Judges : Bur this 
I mult ſay, the Performances of this kind 
are much too fine for the Place. *F'were 
to be wiſt'd that either the Plays. were 
better, or the Muſick worſe. Pm forrv' ro 
ſee 4rt ſo meanly Proftirnited: Arl\ciſm 
ought to have nothing Charming in its 
Retinue, "Tis great Pity Debauchery ſhould 
have the ARtiance of a fine Hand, to 
whet the Appetite, and —_ it down. 
Now granting the P/zy-Fouſe-Mufick not 
vitious in the Compoſition, yet the deſign 
of it 1s to refreſh the Hed of the Att ion, 


to keep Time with the 'P9ez:, and be true 
to the Swbjef?, For this Re: fon among 0» 
thers theT «x5 are generally Airy and a'Gail- 
liardizing ; They are contriv'd on Porno 


to Excite a ſportive Hpmour, and ſpreada 
Gauty upon nth Spirits, To bamſh al Gra- 
vity and Scytpte, and lay Roar, and 
Reflection a fifep. This ort of fick 
warms the Paffions, and unlocks the P 

and makes it'open to Pleaft Tike a mw 
to the Sun. - It helps a; ous ra 


wy » til drowns che Diſcords of oc x 
ps off the Averſions i of f Confer 
Io" od 3 Man of his Guard, wake 
way for anif! Emprefſion, and: is moſt Com 
; modiouſly 


b, , 
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modiouſly planted to do Mischief. A Lewd 
Play with good Muſick is like a d- 
ſtone. Ar»-'a, it draws much ſtronget® 


| betore. 


Now why ſhould'iit be in the power of a 
few mercenary Hands to play People out of 
theirSenfes, to run away with their Under- 
ſtandings, and wind their Paſſions about 
their Fingers as they liſt ? Muſick is al- 
molt as dangerous as Gunpowder ; And it 
may be requires looking atter no leſs than 
the Preſs, or the Mint. Tis poſſible a 
Publick Regulation might not be amiſs. 
No leſs a Philoſopher than . Plato ſeems to 
be of this Opinion. He is clearly for keep- 
ing up the old grave, and ſolemn way of 


Playing. He lays a mighty ftreſs upon 


this Obſervation ; He does not ſtick to af- 


firm, that to extend the Sczexce, and alter D* Repub. 
the Notes, is the way to have the Laws © * 


repeal'd and to unſettle the Conſtitution. I 
ſu _ He imagined that if the Power 
of. Sounds, the "Temper of Conſtitutions, 
and the Diverſities of Age, were well ſtu- 


died ; If this were done, and ſome general 


Permiſſions formed upon the Enquiry, the 
Commonwealth might find their Account 


i9'r. 


: Tully does not carry the Speculation thus Cic. te 


: However, he owns it has a weight 
in't, and ſhould not be overlook'd. He de- 
nies not but that when rhe Muſick is ſofr, 


T 4 exqQui- 
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eXGuiiite, and airy, 'tis dangerous and en- 


ſnargs. He meas the Diſcipline of 


the antient Greets, tor tencing againſt this 
Inconvenience.: He tells us the Lacedemo- 
:aas-fixt the number of Strings tor the 
Harp, by expreſs Law. And afterwards (i- 
lenc'd 7 imothens, * and feiz'd his Harp, 
tor having One String above publick Al- 
 lowance. To return. It the Engliſh Stage 
is more referv*'d than the Romay in the 
Cafe above mention'd : It they have any 
advantage in their Ia/tramental Mulick, 
they looſe it in their Vocal, Their Sores 
are otten rampantiy Lewd, and Icreligi- 
vis to a flaming Excels, Here you have 
ie Very Spiri! and Eſſeace of Vice drawn 
of tron 1s {cented, and thrown into a little 


1 ompals, Now the Aztzezts as we have 


{cn already were inoftenſive in this re- 
[PECT, 

io go on. As to Rankneſs of Lan- 
6nage we have ſeen how deeply the 4o- 

+ itand charged upon the Compariſon. 
\nd as tor their Careſling of Libertines, 
tir ridiculing of Vertue; their horrible 
Projancts, and Blaiphemics, there? 5 nothing 
11 Antiqui 'ty can reach riuem, 


Now were the Sage in a Condition 


to v pe oft any of theſe lmputations, which 
{ 1. are not, there are two Things be- 


a hich would {tick upon them, and 
"99! il! Effect 1 ADON the Aanatence. 
The 


(| 
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The firft is their d.lating fo much upon 

the Argument of 1 ove. . 
This Subicct is generally treated Home, 
and in the mult tender and paſſionate 
manner imaginable. "Tis otten rhe go- 
verning Concera : The incidents make 
way, and the P!: turns upon't, As mat- 
ters go, the Company expect it: And 
it may be the Poets can neither Write, 
nor Live without it. 'Thisis a cunning 
way enough of ſtealing upon the Blind 
Side, and Prattifing upon the Weakneſs 
of humane Nature. People love to fee 
their Paſſions painted no leſs than their 
Perſons: And like Narciſſus are apt to dote 
on: their own Image. 'This Bent of felt 
Admiration recommends the Buſineſs of 
Amoaurs,and engages the Inchnation. And 
which is more, thele Love-repre- 
{entations oftentimes call up the Spirits, 
and ſet them on work. "The Play is ated 
over again in the Scexe of Fancy, and the 
fir{t Imitation becomes a Model. Love has 
cenerally a Party Within ; And when the 
Wax/1s prepared, the Impreſſion 1s caſfily 
made. Thus the Diſeaſe ofthe Stage grows 
Catching : It throws 1ts own Amours a- 
mons the Company, and forms theſe 
Paſhons when it does not find them. And 
when they are born before, they thrive 
cxtreamly in this Narjery, Here they ſel- 
dom fail exther of Grouth, or Complexion. 
They 
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They grow ſtrong, and they grow Char- 
ming too. This 1s the beſt Place to oy 
ver a Languiſhing Amour, to rowſe | 


from Sleep, and retrieve it from radi. 


rence. And thus izefire becomes Ablolute, 
and forces the Oppcſitions of Decency 
and Shame. And 1t rhe Mistortune does 
not 90 thus fer, the conſequences are none 
of the beit. The Paſſions are up in Arms, 
and there's 3 mighty Contett berween Du- 
ty, and Inchaztion. The Mind 1s over-run 
with Amuicments, and commonly good 
for nothing ſdrfherime after. 
[ don't Tay the Stage Fells all before 


them, and « li{ables the whole Aratence : 
YES tabs Battle where none elcapecs. 


However, Their 7rwmphs and their 1 r0- 
pheys arc unſpeakable. Neither need we 
inuch wonder at the Vatter. 'I'hey are 
dangeroutly Prepar'd tor Conquelt, and 
Empire. There's Nature, and Paſſion, 
and 1 1tc, 19 all the Circumſt ances ot their 
.1cf19y, i heir Declamation, their Ale 
their Geltures, and thetr Equipage, are 
Vy INOVINg and fignificant. Now when 
the Subject 15 agreeable, a lively Repreſen- 
zation, and a Paſſionate way of Expreſflion, 
make wild work, and have a itrange Force 
up0r the Blood, and Lemper.. 

And then as 'for che General Strains of 
Coirtihip, there can be nothing more Pro- 
fane 20d extr» vacant, "The Hero's Miſtreſs 
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is no leſs than#his Deity. She diſpoſes-of 
his Reaſon, preſcribes his Motions, and 
Commands his Intereſt, What Soveraign 
Retnect, what Religious Addreſs, what 
Idolizins Raprures are we peſter'd. with ? 
Shrines aid Offerinos, and Adorations, are 
nothing npon ſuch folemn Occafions. Thus 
Love and i3evorion, Ceremony and Wor- 
{hip are C onfounded ; And God, and his 
Creatures treated both alike! Theſe Shreds 
of Ditto tion are often brought from the 
Pla; Houſe into Converſation: And thus 
the Sy arks are taught to Court their Mi- 
ſtreſſes, in the ſame Language they fay 
their Pray-rs. | 

A Second Thing wh:chT have to obje& 
again{t the Stage 15 $ their encouraging Re- 
venge. \V hat 15 more Common than Du- 
els and Quarrelling in their Charafer; 
of Figure ? Thoſe Practifes which are in- 
famous in Realon, Capita! in Law, and 
Damnable in Religion, are the Credit of 
the Srage. Thus Rage and Reſentment, 
Blood and Barbarity, are a!moſt Deificd : 
Pride goes for Greatneſs, and Fezas and 
Hero's are made of the fame Mertal. To 
give Inſtances were needleſs, nothing is 
more frequent. And 1n this reipect the 
French Dramatiſts have bcen to blame no 
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leſs than the Engliſh. And thus the Notion 7 ©#- 


of Honour is miſtated, the Maxims © 
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World diſturb'd. I grantghis deſperate 
Cuſtom is no Or:gizal of the Stage. But 
then why was not the Growth of it 
check*d ? I thought the Poers buſineſs had 
not been to back falſe Reaſoning and ill 
Practiie; and to fix us in Frenly and Mt- 
ſtake | Yes. They have done their endea- 
vour to cheriſh the Mal:gnity, and keep 
the Diſorder in Countenance. They have 
made .ic both the Mark, and the Merit of 
a Man of Honour ; and {et it off with Qua- 
[ity, and Commendation. Bur I have dil- 
cours'd on this Subject eltwherc, and 
thercſore ſhall purſue it no tarcher. 

To draw towards an End. And here] 
mult obſerve that thele two later Excep- 
tions arc but Per:y Miimanagements with 
reſpect to the Former. And when the 
beſt are thus bad, what are the worlt ? 
What mult we jay of the more toul Re- 
preſcatations, of all the Impudence in Lan- 
guage and Gelture? Can this Stuff be the 
Iaclination of Laazes ! Is a Readizg upon 
Vice fo Entertaining, and do they love to 
ſee the Stews Diſſected before them ? One 
would think the Diſhonour of their own 
Sex, the Diſcovery of fo much Lewdneſs, 


and the treating Human Nature fo very 


Coarily, could have little Satisfaction int. 
{ ct us fer Conſience aſide, and throw the 


©2347 World our of the Queition :Theſe In- 
tereſt: ang ly the greateſt, but not all. The 
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Ladies have other Motives to confine them. 
The Reſtraints of Decency, and the Con- 


ſiderations of Honour, are {ufficient to keep 


them at Home. Burt hoping I hey will 
be juſt to themſelves I ſhall wave this un- 
acceptable Argument. I ſhall only add, 
that a Surprize : ought notto be Cenſured. 
Accidents are no Faults. The ſtricteſt 
Virtue may {ſometimes {tumble upon an 
If Sight. But Choile, and Frequency, and 
11] Ground, conclude ſtrongly tor Inclina- 
tion. To be aſſured of the inoffenſiveneſs 
ot the Play is no more than a Neceſla 
Precaution. Indeed the Players ſhould be 
generally dilcouraged. They have no re- 
liſh of Modeſty, nor any fſcruples upon 
the Quality of the Treat. . The grofſeit Db 
when *rwill down 1s as ready as the Beſt. 
Toſay Money is their Buſineſs and they 
mult Lzve, 1s the Plea of Pick pockets, and 
High way men, Ihelie later may as well pre- 
tend their Vocation for a Lewd practite as 
the other. But 

To give the Charge its due Compaſs : 
To comprehend the whole Auazexce, and 
take in the Mouves of Religon. 

And here I can't imagine how we can 
reconcile ſuch Liberties with our Proteſſi- 
on. Thele Entertajnments are as it were 
Litterally renounc 'd in Bapti/m, "They are 
the Vanities of the wicked 1 orld, and the 
Works of the Devil, in the moit open, and 
emphatic il Signification, What Communios 
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2 Cor. 6. has Light with Darkneſs, and what concord | 
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has C _ with Belial, Call you this Diver- 
ſion ? Can Profaneſs be ſuch an irrefiſtable 


Delight ? Does the Crime of the Perfor-. 


mance make the Spirit of the Satisfaction, 
and is. the Scorn of Chriſtianity the En- 
tertainment of Chriſtians? Is it fuch a 
Pleaſure to hear the Scriptures burleſqu'd ? 


Is Ribaldry ſo very obliging, and Atheiſm. 
ſo Charming a Quality? Are we indeed wil- | 


ling to quit the Privilege of our Nature; 


to {urrender our Charter of Immortality. | 


and throw up the Pretences to another 
Life ? It may be ſo! But then we ſhould 
do well to remember that Nothizs is not 


in our Power. Our Defires did not make | 
us, neither can they unmake us. But IT 


hope our wiſhes are not ſo mean, and that 
we have a better ſenſe of the Dignity of our 


Beinz. And if fo, how can we be pleas'd | 
with thole Things which would degrade !' 


us into Brutes, which ridicule our Creead,and 
turn all our Expectations into Romance. 
And aiter all, the Jei{t on'r 1s, theſe Men 
would make us believe their deſign 1s Vir- 
tu and Retormation. In good time | "They 
are likely ro combat Vice with fuccels, 
who dettroy the Principles of Good and 


Evil! Takethem at the beſt, and they do | 


no more than expoſe a little Humour, and 


Formality. But then, as the Marter 1s | 


manag'd, the Correction 15 mach worle 
than 
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than the Fault. They laugh at Pedaxtry, 
and teach Ather/m, cure a Pimple, and give 
the Plague. I heartily wiſh they would 


| have let us alone. To exchange Virtue 


for Behaviour 1s a hard Bargain. Is not 
plain Honeity much better than Hypocri- 
ſy well Dreſs'd ? What's Sight good for 
without Subſtance ? What is a well Bred 
Libertine but a well bred Knave ? One 
that can't preter Conſcience to Pleaſure, 


| without calling himtelt Fool: And will 


ſell his Friend, or his Father, it need be, 
tor his Convemence. 

In ſhort : Nothing can be more difſer- 
viceable to Probity and Religion, than the 
management of the Stage. It cheriſhes 


' thoſe Paſſhons, and rewards thoſe Vices, 


which tis the buſineſs of Reaſon to dif- 
countenance. It {trikes at the Root of 
Principle, draws oft the Inclinations trom 
Virtue, and ſpoils good Education : *Tis 
the molt cfebhual means to baffle the Force 
ot Diſcipline, to emaſculate peoples Spirits, 
and Debauch their Manners. How many 
of the Unwary have theſe Syrexs devour'd * 
And how often has the beſt Blood been 
rainted, with this Infection 2 What Dif- 
appointment of Parents, what Contulion 
in Families, and What Beggery in Eitates 
have been hence oCcalion'd? And - which 
is {till worſe, the Miſchiet ſpreads dayly, 
and the Malignity grows more eavenom d. 

Tae 
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'The Feavour works up towards Madneſs; | 


and will ſcarcely endure to be touch'd. 
And what hope is there of Health when 
the Patient ſtrikes in with the Diſeaſe, 
and flies in the Face of the Remedy 2 Can 
Religion retrive us? Yes, when we don't 
deſpiſe it. But | while our Notzons are 
naught, our Lives will hardly be .other- 
wiſc. What can the Afliſtance of the 
Church ſigmty to thoſe who are more 
ready to Rally the Preacher, than PraQtiſe 
the Sermon ? 'Tothole who are ov ergrown 
with Pleaſure, and hardned 1 ii Cuitom ? 
Who have neither Patience to hear, nor 
Conſcience to take hold of ? You may al- 
moſt as well feed a Man without a Mouth, 
as give Advice where there's n9 diſpoſiti- 
on to receive it, ?*Tis true; as long as 
there 1s Life there's Hope. Sometimes 
the Force of Argument, and the Grace of 
God, and the anguiſh of Afﬀiction, may 
ſtrike through the Prejudice, and make 
' their way into the Soul. But theſe cir- 
cumſtances don't always mect, and then 
the Cale 1s extreamly dangerous. For 
this miſcrable Temper, we may thank the 
Stage in a great Meaſure : And theretore, 
if I miſtake not, 'I hey have the leatt pre- 
rence to Favour, and the moſt need of Re- 
pentance, 0k. all Men Living. 
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